
SURVEY ON SMOKING 

 

Instructions to interviewers: 

 
Introduce yourself, show your identity card, explain that you are a student at Sussex University doing a 

survey on public opinions about smoking, and ask if they can spare 3 or 4 minutes to answer a few 

questions.  If the respondent seems cautious, give assurances about anonymity (we do not ask for people’s 

names), and explain what will be done with the answers we collect.  Do not pressure people who do not 

want to participate, but make a note of the gender and approximate age of any refusals. 

 

 

Var0001 Respondent number 

 

Var0002 Gender  0 Female 

    1 Male 

 

Var0003 Q1  Have you smoked any cigarettes, cigars or pipe tobacco in the last 
week? 

    0 No (go to Q3 ) 

    1 Yes (go to Q2 ) 

 

Var0004 Q2  Roughly how many cigarettes have you smoked in the  
  last week? 
 
Var0005  And roughly how many cigars have you smoked in the  
   last week? 
     
Var0006 And roughly how many grams (or ounces) of pipe tobacco have 

you smoked in the last week? (25g = 1 oz) 
 

   Now go to Q5 

 

Var0007 Q3  (those who have not smoked in last week)  
Do you ever smoke nowadays? 

 

    0 No (go to Q4) 



    1 Yes  

 

If yes:   So roughly how much do you smoke in an 
average  week?  (write in answer) 

 
If normally doesn’t smoke in an average week go to 
Q4; otherwise go to Q5 

 

 

Var0008 Q4 (Non-smokers)  Were you ever a regular smoker? 

 

    0 No (go to Q6) 

    1 Yes  

 

Var0009   If yes:  How long ago did you stop smoking? 

           (write in answer) 

 

Var0010            Why did you quit? (write in answer) 

  

Now go to Q6  

 

Var0011 Q5 (Smokers) Have you ever tried to stop smoking? 

 

    0 No (go to Q6) 

    1 Yes 

 

Var0012 If yes: Roughly how many times have you tried to stop? 
(write in answer) 

 

Var0013 What is the longest period you have stopped for?  (write 

in answer) 

 

Var0014 Why do you think it is that you haven’t managed to stop 
permanently?  (write in answer) 



 

 

Var0015 Q6 When you were growing up, did either of your parents (or 
guardians) smoke? 

     

0 No (neither) 

    1 Yes (mother only) 

    2 Yes (father only) 

    3 Yes (both) 

    -1 DK/Can’t remember 

 

Var0016 Q7  Thinking of your close family and friends, how many of them 
smoke regularly? 

 

    1 All or most 

    2 About half 

    3 A few 

    4 Almost none or none 

    -1 Don’t know 

 

Q8: (ask Q8A to smokers, Q8B to non-smokers) 

Var0017  A: To smokers:  

When you visit the homes of non-smoking friends or  
 family, do you smoke inside their house? 

 

    0 No 

    1 Yes 

    2 Sometimes/it depends 

    -1 Dont know 

 

Var0018 B: To non-smokers: 

If friends or family who smoke come to visit you in your home, 
do you allow them to smoke inside the house? 

 



    0 No 

    1 Yes 

    2 Sometimes/it depends 

    -1 Dont know 

 

Q9:  I am going to read some statements.  In each case, please tell me 
whether you strongly agree, agree, have no opinion, disagree, or 
strongly disagree with the statement 

 

Var0019 Smoking should be banned in places like restaurants 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0020 Our society has become too intolerant towards people who smoke 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0021 Government isn’t doing enough to discourage smoking 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0022 Employers should ban all smoking in workplaces 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0023 There is too much fuss being made about smoking nowadays 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0024 If somebody chooses to smoke, nobody should try to persuade them to 

stop 

 



    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0025 It should be made illegal to smoke in any public space 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

Var0026 There are already enough restrictions on where people can smoke 

 

    SA A N D SD 

 

 

Var0027 Q10:  Some people say that people who don’t smoke can still become 
ill as a result of breathing in other people’s tobacco smoke.  Do you 
believe that passive smoking is a serious health risk? 

 

    0 No 

    1 Yes 

    -1 Don’t know 

 

Var0028 Q11:  Some people say that smoking can have positive benefits.  Do 
you believe that there are any positive benefits to be had from 
smoking tobacco? 

 

    0 No 

    1 Yes 

    -1 Don’t know 

 

    if yes: What kinds of benefits? (Write in) 

 

 

Var0029 Q12: We all experience a certain amount of stress in our lives 
nowadays.  On a scale from 0 (not at all stressed) to 10 (extremely 
stressed), how stressful would you say your life is at the moment? 

 



 
Var0030 Q13: Finally, some questions about yourself.  What is your 

occupation?  
 (Write in full occupational title – prompt for employment status if 

necessary) 
 

 

Var0031  Is that full-time or part-time?   1  Full time 

        2  Part time 

    

     

Var0032 if no occupation:  Are you:  1 Retired? 

      2 Unemployed? 

      3 Housewife/househusband? 

      4 Permanently sick disabled? 

      5 Student? 

 

Var0033 Q14: How old were you when you completed your full-time 
education? 

 

 

Var0034 Q15: And which of the following age groups do you belong to? 

 

    1  Under 30 

    2  30 - 44 

    3  45 - 60 

    4  Over 60 

 

Thank you very much for participating in this survey. 

 


