Alamosa Volunteer Search and Rescue
Meeting Minutes:  Tuesday, March 24, 2009 
1800 Hours, Alamosa Sheriff’s Office
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A meeting of the Alamosa Volunteer Search and Rescue team was held on Tuesday March 24, 2009 at 1800 hours mountain daylight time. It was held at Alamosa Sheriff’s Office.
Team Officers Present: President Kevin Wright, Vice President George Rapoza, Secretary Jade Wright, Treasurer Don Thompson, Member at Large Roy Hood, Medical Officer Botond Vita

Team Members Present: Mike Henderson, Andrew McClure, Steve Morrison, Crystal Benavidez, Eric Lutringer, Jose Salcedo, Phil Heisey, Jocelyn Comstock, Rob Mabry, Dennis Blankinship 

Guests Present: Aaron Thompson

Call to Order
Kevin Wright called the meeting to order at 1810 hours mountain daylight time and Jade Wright recorded the minutes. A quorum of members was present, and the meeting, having been duly convened, was ready to proceed with business.

Introduction of New Members and Guests
Aaron Thompson attended the meeting as a guest and was introduced duly by Kevin Wright. 

Approval of Preceding Minutes 
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on Tuesday, February 24, 2009, were presented online at the team’s website during the month of March, and when voted on for approval, they were unanimously adopted.
Correspondence 

The Rigging for Rescue bill was paid last week. Mike Gibbs said that he has received the check and has sent out materials for the four people attending. A stipend will be given for meals and temporary housing. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Don Thompson reported on the DOLA grant and other money that AVSAR has received. He also reported on expenditures.  The treasurer’s report of the previous meeting, held on Tuesday, February 24, 2009, was presented online at the team’s website during the month of March, and when voted on for approval, it was unanimously adopted.

 Committee Reports

Executive committee

Kevin Wright will chair this committee. No report was accounted from this committee, as they did not meet this month.
Medical Committee

Botond Vita will chair this committee. Medic duties, expectations, and procedures were discussed and explained to the team. The contents of the new medical pack were presented and explained to the team. Basic treatment for wounds was also presented to the team. It was explained that the medics must report what supplies were used during treatment to the officers. The medical training scheduled for Sunday, March 29, 2009 was discussed.
Transportation Committee

Roy Hood will chair this committee. Recruiting is needed for 4X4 specialists. 

Training Committee

Kevin Wright will chair this committee. In the future, George Rapoza will chair this committee.  The four members attending Rigging for Rescue training this year will handle high-angle training along with Kevin. The four members who are attending are Mick Daniel, Steve Morrison, Roy Hood, and George Rapoza. Any members with competent skills may lead low-angle, non-technical trainings. 
Old Business 


DOLA Grant Requests

This year’s grant request is due April 1st. $11,700 was requested and no negative feedback was presented about this amount.

New Business


Purchases

A bullhorn was purchased for an attraction tactic. Its cost was $33.69 plus $16.77 shipping. James Coulson made a motion to make this an official purchase, and Don Thompson seconded the motion. The motion passed and a vote was taken.  The team voted unanimously to purchase the horn.  The treasurer reimbursed Kevin for the purchase. New Spot devises were discussed.  Jose Salcedo said that Kristi Mtn. Sports has a Spot device available for training. 
August Fundraiser

A fundraiser was discussed and ideas were suggested.  The main idea was a trail race to the summit of Blanca and back to the trailhead that will be open to the public. This will give the community a chance to meet SAR. Advertisements will be presented in local newspapers, websites, and other mediums. A $30 entrance fee was suggested. Every few miles an AVSAR medic will be present in case of an emergency. This race will be based on SAR education and education of the ten survivals. T-Shirts for the participants were suggested. Time limits will be set due to whether conditions and a spotter will keep tabs on the weather. A race just to the summit was suggested. No shuttling will be provided if just an ascent is followed through. Kevin Wright and Jose Salcedo will plan the race and present the ideas to the team during the next monthly meeting.  Kevin Wright will contact local U.S. Dept. of Ag officials regarding what permits may be necessary for a race. 

Announcements


Instruction/ Monthly Training Briefing

Kevin Wright demonstrated basic radio operations thoroughly to the team and explained how it will be used by the chain of command in the field. Channels, zones, and communication procedures were also explained to the team. Jocelyn Comstock will carry a radio and four to five additional ones will be requested to be on hand at all times from the sheriff or state patrol. 

The next training will be on Sunday, March 29, 2009 at the Alamosa Sheriff’s Office. It will be a medical training provided by Botond Vita and Kevin Wright. Medically trained personnel will also assist in the training. A quick coverage of CPR protocol was covered. 

Flight For Life helicopter training will be offered on Sunday, May 3, 2009. 
Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Alamosa Volunteer Search and Rescue team will be held on Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at 1800-2100 hours. It will be held at the Alamosa Sheriff’s Office classroom. All are encouraged to attend.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2012 hours mountain daylight time.

Respectfully submitted,

Jade Wright, Secretary
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