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IEEE  RAIT
IEEE Student Branch of Ramrao Adik Institute of Technology.

Dr. D.Y.Patil Vidyanagar, Nerul , Navi Mumbai 400 706.

Report on IEEE Student Branch of Ramrao Adik Institute of Technology

Compiled for the IEEE All India Student Congress 2002, held at Trivandrum between 25th and 27th of July 2002

Historical Background

The Student Branch of Ramrao Adik Institute of Technology ( R.A.I.T.)  has the reputation of being the oldest IEEE Student Branch in Mumbai. Esteblished in 1987, it currently boasts of 101 members. Currently we do not have any active Student Chapters but we are fast progressing towards the formation of a Robotics and Automation Chapter.

Our Counsellor has been Prof. O.R. Kale since the inception of the Branch.The other current office bearers are as follows :

Chairman : 

Aditya Naik

Vice – Chairman :
Siddarth Correa

Treasurer :

Aditya Sule

Secretary :

Amol Kurikurve

In addition we have tried to abridge the working of the branch , we have formed new committees which take special care of topics where it’s due. The committees are as follows with the respectives heads of the committees mentioned:

Public relations committee:  Arita Goyal

Membership development committee: Girish Muzumdar

Technical Committee:Mughdo Debnath

The committees serve the following purposes:

· Improves  co-ordinations with student members

· With an enlarged office management is efficient

·  These committees not only consist of the heads but also include students from the huge member support which we have and including students who show and active interest helps them to motivate other students to join.

· Certain matters likely to be overlooked by a smaller office can be eliminated when examined by students who are assigned to a specific job

In local circles, the college is most famous for it’s robotics interest – wholly due to the organization and impetus provided by the IEEE Student Branch of the college. Organization of contests, workshops, seminars on robotics and a whole group dedicated to creating the college robot, has given the whole Branch the status of being the epicenter of Robotics Activities in the Bombay Circle.

Highlights of previous year.

The elections were held for the year and the committee was formed as follows :

Chairman : 

Vishal Shanbhag

Vice – Chairman :
Aditya Naik

Treasurer :

Jayesh Vira

Secretary : 

Tarang Sethi

Also we had founded committees for other activities which require extra attention due to it. These were “Membership Development Committee” headed by Aditya Sule and the “Technical Committee”  headed by Protik Mukherjee. 

We had our own technical festival last year which saw enthusiastic participation even though it was the maiden venture. This included a Robotics contest , a Circuit building contest known as “CircuitMania” and a Software Presentation Contest. 

We also had seminars and lectures organized for the students on various contemporary topics ranging from “Quantum Computing” and “Networking” to “Preparation for Competitive Examinations like CAT, GRE, GATE, etc.” 

We were also one of the proud colleges hosting 360 degrees – The technical festival organized by a collective team of IEEE Student Branches. 

We organized 5 major competitions in our college which were as follows :

ROBOtantra : The Robotics Contest- the first non-IIT college in Mumbai to have a round for autonomous machines

Bravura : Software Projects Presentation Contest

Earthquake : A series of Quake 2 deathmatches organized on the College network of computers

Paperonics : The classical Paper Presentation Contest

Comp Raiders : An online theme based quiz played on a virtual network of 100 machines, organized on the lines of a network based Carmen San Diego game.

The most important thing to be mentioned about 360 degrees is that everything , right from the initial preparation and Hunting for sponsorships, to the final event management, is handled by students alone.

We then had the elections scheduled for the next year.

Activities of the current year.

One of the activites on the to-do list is to update the website and to transfer the web presence to the domain name of www.ieeerait.org
The other is to go online and put into practice the “points” system devised by Aditya Sule. This system has been conceptualized and designed to contain a database of all the IEEE Members and to have a real time linked database containing individual tables which contain detailed information about the activities and achievements of the students as IEEE Members. In addition to this , a standard set of points designated for each set of activities would be accrued by the students which would be available to them online through the website. This points would provide an easier way to assess a member’s performance and would give individual  members the credit they deserve.

The next activity is to go on with the  preparations for “whizion 2002” the college technical festival initiated last year.

On agenda for this year’s fest would be to increase participation and widen the range of participants.

Also one of the main activities on the calendar would be 360 degrees. Since our branch has been designated the prestigious post of being the “co-ordinating” college for this year, we would be shouldering even more responsibility. This would include coordinating with all the participating as well as host colleges and charting out the logistics for such a mega-event.

Also on agenda is the introduction of a branch newsletter.

In addition we would have the melee of workshops, seminars and lectures as the schedule would permit.

Status of reports submitted to HQ

The Reports for last year have been duly submitted to the HQ.

Status of rebates received for the previous year

The cheque bearing the rebate for last year has been received and has been posted for an amount of $ 96.90

Membership Statistics for the last 5 years

The Statisitics for the last four years are available and they are as follows :

Student Branch Library

The Student Branch doesn’t have  library of it’s own and shares its resources with the enormous volume of the college library.

Home Page

The homepage is currently posted at www.ieeerait.8m.com
The hompage mentioned above is undergoing drastic renovation to bear the load of the activities that have been planned for this year. Once approved by our counselor, it shall be moved to it’s new location www.ieeerait.org
Email

The email currently addressed to the webpage is directed towards webmaster@ieerait.8m.com
The Branch also has it’s own egroup at ieee-rait@yahoogroups.com
The individual email addresses of the office bearers are as given below :

Chairman :

webmaster@adityanaik.8m.com



Conman29@hotmail.com
Treasurer: 

adlib999@yahoo.com
Vice – Chairman:
scorreg@hotmail.com
Newsletter Activities

Presently, the Branch doesn’t have  newsletter of it’s own but contributes heavily to the technical matter of the official newsletter of the college “The Wall”. 

The idea of a branch newsletter was introduced last year and is currently taking shape 

Awards

The awards programme is planned to begin after the “points” system is installe din place. The points system would give us a better and a more judgemental way to define who is worthy of awards.

Participation

Branch members have been famous for their participation in almost all Robotics contests organized around the place. 

In the year 2001-2002, the merits started flowing in with two teams coming third in “Yantriki” – IIT Bombay’s Robotics  contest.This was followed by a team bagging first and third at the contest organized by VJTI. Also RAIT bagged the first prize in the Robotics contest organized under 360 degrees. Also in the same year, many other robotics contests were bagged in by RAIT students.

IEEE members also bagged in second prize at “Techkriti” – IIT Kanpur’s technical festival.

In the following year, the success was repeated, only with a better performance with a team bagging the first prize for “Innovation” at “Yantriki”, under the autonomous machines category. 

Also the participation increased in other fields as well with students roping in prizes for Paper Presentation competitions all around the place. 

IEEE Seminars / Competitions / Contests

As mentioned above in the report, RAIT Student Branch has always been at the forefront as far as organization of activities is concerned. This is proven by the point that even thought we have been hosting 360 degrees only for 2 years, we have already been given the honour of coordinating it next year.

This is in addition to the Robotics Workshops as well as networking Workshops and Seminars carried on by students which are a part of the Robotics Group of RAIT and the System Administrators respectively.

Problems encountered  / anticipated 

One of the major hurdles that all colleges face is that of money. When we organize any event or even a simple seminar, the logistics demand that we have a sizable amount of money . Now this money is raised by keeping a small entry fee for the seminars. However when we go ahead for organization of bigger competitions especially those about Robotics, then we face a major challenge of Corporate Sponsorship. 

Corporate Sponsorship has long since been a way to help the students to organize different activities. However in the past couple of years, we have seen the amount of corporates coming forward to sponsor dwindling away rapidly. This is alarming and also hampering the overall quality of the whole contest which could have been much better otherwise.

Another is that of Student participation. The fact remains that students would rather spend their time in academic activities than in extra-curricular, as they should . But then, the enthusiasm remaining for any other activity diminishes geometrically.

This could be improved dramatically if there was some kind of official recognition provided by the IEEE on a national level at least. This would mean that a person actually spending his time to forward the common cause of IEEE, would be at least recognized if not rewarded by the main body and not just his / her college or social circle.

We hope this report has been a window into our Student Branch. We look forward to more chances like this to interact with other fellow IEEE Student Members.

Report Prepared by :

Aditya Naik







Aditya Sule

[Chairman]







[Treasurer]


