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A Problem Facing and Regarding New Accountants


Accounting has been a profession desired and admired by many individuals of the past. It has been looked at as a profession of the elite and determined. Many societies and people have changed their views on the profession throughout the years. Scandals and self-perspectives have played a factor to these changing views. One of the main views that have affected and  played a role in the careers of accountants are when they graduate and have the opportunity to experience real life accounting. In the past 20 years or so accounting techniques that were being taught to students were being contradicted for not having any relevance towards the “real world.” The techniques and teaching methods that were rising to the view of others have led to many new techniques, methods, developments, and ideas to change the views of those who have argued new accountants are not ready for the “real- life” challenges and day to day tasks.


Accounting as a major is under the Business Administration Department and usually takes around 4 years to finish. The education involved within the 4 years are mostly about the fundamentals but many more important topics and activities have been thrown into the curriculum in the past years. Such topics and activities include that of ethics, technology, associating in groups, and many more vital topics. 
Technology has played such a big role in the accounting profession that it has influenced and changed the industry in such a dramatic way. There has been change in technology that the change in the real-world has led to new education of technology in the classrooms. The technology also known as IT or Information Technology in the classrooms is used to help prepare the students towards what to expect and experience in the real life. Information technology was recently introduced in 1996 by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) – Sankaran, Siva Although technology has lengthened and added some curriculum towards accountants the technology provided to them help them by shortening many vigorous processes. The technology that has been taught to students helps them to effectively use information resources and systems once they enter the real life jobs.
The role of an accountant in the past “has been, if nothing else, a moral code for the conduct of business, a notion that has largely disappeared from the accounting classroom.” (CPA JOURNAL) If anything that should be stressed upon accounting students I feel is ethics. Ethics among any profession taken should be stressed as it makes individuals and the working manner more professional. With all the scandals that have taken place in the past couple of years Ethics played a role in what was going on.

One of the solutions that many professors and accountants that view new accountants as “unfit” and “not ready” for the real world have suggested that there be a dramatic change in the Accounting programs. Their view of the accounting profession as the new era emerges is a “failure.” (Bruce Nearon) stated First, elimate undergraduate accounting programs and replace them with four-year liberal arts, pre-accounting programs similar to pre-med and pre-law programs, which stress reading, writing, mathematics, research, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. Second, complement the undergraduate program with a three-year Doctor of Accounting (DAc) program, similar to the graduate programs that lawyers and medical doctors must complete before sitting for their professional certification exams. The DAc would be required in order to sit for the CPA exam. Finally, emphasize the appliedresearch model rather than the socialsciences model in academic accounting research.

My stand on the pre- accounting suggestion is that I would not support it. I strongly disagree with this type of suggestion because I feel as if the current education provided to future accountants is sufficient enough. Only a few accountants see the new emerging students as not ready for the real life. This is all their opinion and really would hold untrue because if the new accountants given jobs in the real life are not failing it means that they learned something correct during their schooling.

The universities that are teaching and giving out accounting degrees play a major role in whether or not the students receive the correct education that will help them prepare for the real world. If the accounting division of the university they attend does a poor job then it adds to the speculation and views that entry level or new accountants are not ready for the real life. One of the main things that help many student in obtaining and getting experience in their field are the internships that many of them are part of. Research has been shown that the most dramatic change in characteristics of students involved in internships, which has increased dramatically in the last five years (a 50 percent increase among seniors and an 85 percent increase among Master's students). The finding that approximately two-thirds of all students are now involved in some form of internship has significant implications for both recruiters and educators (Nelson) With this having being apart of them during their education we can state that it helps better prepare them for the future and the future jobs they wish to  pursue.

After the completion of education is done by the student then they are given the opportunity to take a special exam. This special exam is called for if they would like to become CPA’s (Certified Public Accountants) 

· Accountants who have had proper education can expect what they have learned in the classroom to resemble that of what they can expect in the real life. They can expect this if the education that they have encountered is accurate towards becoming updated with the many suggestions that accountants of the past have suggested. Once in the real life and working as an accountant you can expect information from the following topics that you have taken; information economics; measurement theory; information technology; economics; finance; individual, group, and organizational behavior, industrial organization; ethical behavior and reputation; regulation; law (civil and criminal); and political economy.(Nelson)
Accounting students remain overwhelmingly interested in taking the CPA exam and pursuing careers in public accounting. Meanwhile, interest in the CMA and CIA exams and in pursuing careers in industry is noticeably declining. Obviously, these results have important strategic implications for professional organizations such as the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Institute of Management Accountants, Institute of Internal Auditors, and Information Systems Audit and Control Association, as well as for recruiters. They also have curricular implications as various schools consider strategic niches in the education marketplace (Nelson et al. 1998
