LIGONIER MINISTRIES, INC., a - .
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IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR SEMINOLE COUNTY, FLORIDA
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FRANK VANCE.
Dafsndant. .
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COME NOW the Pilaintiffs, LIBONIER MINISTRIES, ING., e foreign coporation,

and TIMOTHY. DICK, by and through their undersigned atiomeys, and henaby file this
. Compisint for Damages and Injunctive Relief against Defendant FRANK VANCE

("VANCE") and state:
| INTRODUCTION

1. Thisis an action for damages in excess of $16,000.00, axclusive of coats,
interset, and attomey’s feas, and ‘for temporaiy and permanent injunciive rellef bassd
on common law defamation that Defendant has and continues to angagé in that has

and oontinues to cause grave and h‘repirahlé injury to Plainkiffs.
' P JUR! ON, AND VE
Plaintiff, LIGO!;JIER MINISTRIES, {INC. ("LIGON!ER"), Is a Pennsylvania:

2
not for profit corporation suthorized to operate in the State of Flarida with is principal
place of business, at ail times material hersto, located at 400 Technology Park, Sulte



150, Lake Mary, Florida. LIGONIER s and has besn in the business of providing
Christian laypsople substantive sducationw mltariaﬁ and programs on theology,
histary, Bible study, apologetios, mnd Christian ettics for approximately thirty-five (35)
years. Or. R.C. Sproul is the founder and Chalrman of the Board of LIGﬁNIER and has
muthored more than sixty (80) books and countiess magazine articles for svangelical
publicationa as weil as baing editor of the Reformation Study Bible. _

' 3. Plaintiff, TIMOTHY ﬁICK is a resident of the State of Fhridi and is the
Prasident and Chief Exocutive Officer of LIGONIER.

4.  Defendant, FRANK VANCE ("VANCE"), has, at all mes matsrial
hereto, operated, and published statements on an Intemet blog that he calls
Cbntandmg For The Truth. The blog at lssua is hosted by an entity known as
Pyracom, Lii. (a subsidiary of Google, Inc) and is locatad &t

f.com. The statements posted on the blog are broadcast
over the Internet on a woridwide basis, inciuding in Seminole County, Florida.

“Upon Information and bellef, VANCE resides in the United Staies. _

§. This Court has personal Jurlediction over VANCE pursuant to §
48.103(1)(b). Florica Statubes, [n that the VANCE has committed tortious acts divscted
at and into the State of Florkda through electronic communications upon which the
causes of action pisad herein are bassd. ' _

8. Venue of this action is proper In this Cowrt in that the defamatory

statsments at issue m publiehad via the Intemnet in Seminole County, Florida and

intanded by the Defendant author ta reach Seminole County, Florida which fles within
the Eighteanth Judlicial District of the State of Florida. |
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In or about March, 2008, VANCE created an Intamet biog that he calis

Contending For The Tnsth. Thie blog Is a vehicle whereby VANCE and uther individuals
can post or pubiish stelements thet are broadcast workiwide over the Intemet vis

hitp:/Avancetnbe blogspot.com.

VANCE has pubiiehed several false statements about Pigintiffs on his blog

including, but not limited to:

VANCE's August 21, 2006 ststement that “...in hgin of Tim's own
reputation for having & pathetic work ethic. In fact in general Tim is known
as not just an unsthical man but a “shark.” '
VANCE's August 21, 2008 steternent that “What's even mone shameful s
{o see men handpicked for key ministry leadership positions who have no
other quaiifications but that thay're a member of the famlly. Tim Dick
comes to mind.”

VANCE's August 21, 2006 staterment that ‘| have every intention of
continuing to apply pressure, especially to Tim Dick. Ligonler would be far
betier without him.The ideal situation would be for Tim Dick to rasign.' but

that's exiremely unlikely to happen, just as uniikely as it would be for the

Sprouls 1o fire him. That's not to say that thers aren't things | can do to
bring some oonsdhﬁtoﬁm'sduplbibuusways.& long a& there are
things [ can do stil do, | will do tham For examplie something that Tim
Dick perpctraﬁd a couple years ago was just brought to my aftention
{imp thase emalls coming fdlks}, Thia is VERY significant news that only



confirms that Tim Dick has eamsd his reputation for being a 'shark’ This
past Friday Ten and | dislouged via email about it. 1 toki Tim about what |
know about how he dafrauded a minister. This incident is axtraordinarily
. troubling and if publicly exposad would be devastating not just to Tim Dick
perecnally, but to the entke Ligonler organization, | don't want to see
Ligonier harmad. Just the opposite. But | can't In good conacience just
stand by and not blow the whistie on & lying Thieving con artist (ke Tim
Dick.” | |
VANCE's August 14, 2008 statement that * | have been amazead by ths
family nincompoops that Dr. Sprouf hae ertrusted his ministry to, suoh as
Ligonier Ministries Prasident Tim Dick”,
VANCE’s August 14, 2006 statement that “Bust, Tim Dick Is hardly the onty
svidence of nepotistic buffoonery at Ligonier Ministriee”
VANCE's August 14, 2008 statsment that “Incompetent and unquelified
famity membars are to ba found running around (or sieeping on the desk)
everywhera in Ligoner, often in key positions, with itte or no
understanding or appreciation for the Reformed thediogy championed by
Dr. Sproul. | '
VANCE's August 3, 2008 staterment thet “Such juvaniia behavior is wholly
unbecoming of a President of & respected multimillion doflar parachurch
ministry, Doesn't an important guy like Tim Dick who's pulling down a fat
six-figure salary and Ilving in & Ligoniar "mansion” (pald for courtesy of
Ligonier Ministries donors) have better things 1o be doing...”



VANCE's August 3, 2008 stetement that "...Ligonier can't survive...if ite
Joft in the hands of a man of such poor character as Tim Dick.”

VANCE's July 18, 2006 staternent that "The storles 've heard about Tim
Dick’s lying ari cheating and steafing just boggls the mind,”

VANCE's July 18, 2006 etaternent that “From sverything Pve heard, TIm
Okck is a very r.orruptnun Some have toid ma that based an his behavior
they don't think tl'lll‘!’lll‘lr'ﬂﬂ}l*he could ks a converted Ghristlen. To
have such a man heading up an honcrable Chrigtian minisiry is an
smbarrassment {o the church of Jagus Christ.”

VANCE's June 27, 2006 statement that “it probably comas as no surpriss
to anyane that a mlwith Tim Dick's obnoxious personality woukl maks
80 many enemiesa.”

VANCE's June 27, 2006 statarment that "it would be one thing if Tim Dick
were quafifed for the positian..._.w: self-avidant that the man 18 as unfit to
head Ligonier Minisiries a8 i RC Sproul Jr to ba a pastor.”

VANCE's May 24, 2005 statemeni thet “Tim Dici’s nickname {and I'm not
making this up} Is ‘Dickhead.’ Hmm, | wonder why they call him that?

The foregoing sistements ware madse by VANCE about LIGONIER and

TMOTHY DICK, both individualy and In his capacky as an officer of LIGONIER and
impute to Plaintifs conditiona, actions, and characteristics that are Incompatible with
the proper exarcise of their tragde and profession.

10.

Flaintiffs have sufferad and continue to suffer grave and irraparsble injury

as a result of the false stelements that VANCE has published and has threatened to



continue to publish
11. Al conditions precedent to this action have been fulfilled or waived.

12. Plsiniiffs have retained tha undersigned attomevs and have agrasd o pay
" them a reasonable fee for their servicee.
SOUNT ONE-DEFAMATION

13.  Plaintiffs adopt and re-sllege paragraphs 12 above, as though fully sat
forth herein.

4, Thie is an action for common lew defamation per 2e against VANCE.

15. At all imes material hereto, VANCE opemted and pubiished defamstorny
and threstening staterments on an Intemet blog he calls Confending For The Tnsth,
The tlog at isswe is hosted by an snifty known as Pyra.com, Ltd. (a subsidiary of
Google, inc.} and is located at hitp:/ivancetribs blagspot.com.

16. As set forth in paragraph 8 abaﬁe. since March, 2008 VANCE has
publahed many false and disparaging statements about Plaintiffs.

17. VANCE published anx/or causad the publication of the aforementioned faise
and disparaging statements in an unpriviieged context mnd In an effort to injurs the
Plsintiffs in thelr occupation, business, and empioyment and fo expose them to distrust,
hatred, contempt and ridicule and to causs them to be avoided.

18. A3 a direct and proximste result of the torticus conduct of VANCE,
Plainliffs have been severely, pervasively, and permanenty harmed and they have
sufferedt mental anguish, emotional injuries, hurmiliation, and Tosa of dignity. Moreaver,
Plaintiffs will continue to suffer reparable njury i VANCE is allowed to oonfinue to
publish fatse and disparaging statements concemning tham



WHEREFORE Plaintifs, LIGONIER MINISTRIES, INC. and TIMOTHY DICK,
respectiully demand a judgment sgainst Defendsnt, VANCE, that awsrds them
campensatian for the injuries to their reputation and for the harm to their personai and
_ professional reputation ard the mental anguish, emotional injuries, humiliation, and loss
of dignily they have suffared, punitive damages {upon complance with § 768.73, Florida
Statutes) to punish the Defendant end to deter others from arsgaﬁing in similar
misconduct, and ooets of this action and that provides such other and ﬁjrﬁiar-reiiaf as
‘the Court desms just and proper. ' _

COUNT TWO-INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

19.  Piaintifs adopt and re-allege paragraphe 18 above, as though fuly set
forth harein. . |

20. This is an action for temporary snd permanent injunctive reflef brought In
sccordance with Rule 1.810, FIs.R.Civ.P. '

21, VANCE has made a series of blatantly faiss and disparaging statements
about Plaintiffs that have baen published in Florkda and Internetionally via the Internet
Morsaver, VANCE has threatsned tha publowtion of sddiional biatantly false and
disparaging statemnents in the very hear future as et forth in paragraph 8c. above.

22. As further evidenos of the imminent nature of VANCE's continuing
defametion, he made the following statement in connection whh that which he
threatened In paragraph 8c. above:

O gave Tim tan days {o rescive things and that was on 8-18. That gives him

until this Monday. Tim's not the kind of guy ks do the right thing. He's only

about saving his own neck, ang I'm convinced that ha's toc stupid o even

recogniza that it's his neck that's on the line over this. So regardiess of the

cansequences to Ligonier (which will be devastating) | don't see that |
have any other choice but to go public. Tim, it's af on you now buddy. The



ball—ia'ln'yaur court. Don't send me any more emails fike the ane you did
yasterday trying to loes the ball back into my court. Being that you'rs a con
_artiat | don't {rust you any further than I can throw your fat butt. Atempting

to toss the ball back into my cowrt lsn't going to work, Monday & the

deadline Tim, and | don't particularly care about your *time consiraints.”

Your “full achedule this weak” ian't my problem, You'll have to do a lat -

better than that Don't bry and stal me again or i'm likey to just go ahead

and relsase ihe story soonset. The only kind of emali | want to got from you

Tim is "Okay, you win. You're right. What | did was wrong. I'm working on

tand t¥aflbe resolvedby -

23. . The hamm being perpetrated on Plaintiffs by VANCE's defamatory conduct

&8 alieged hereln is ireparable and cortinuing.

24. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy st law in that the continuing threat of
ijury occaslonad by the ﬂl&'uhned defamatory conduct oannot be redressed by an
award of monstery damages. '

25 There exists a substentinl fikstihood that Plaintfs will prevail on there
 defarmnation claim against VANCE. -
26.  The threatened injury to Plaintiffs outweighs any injury o VANCE that may
result from the entry of an injunction.
27. A temporary and psrmansnt injunction agminst VANCE prohibiting the
publication of faise stetements about Plaintifs will not disserve the public interest.
WHEREFORE Plaintifls, LIGONIER MINISTRIES, INC. and TMOTHY DICK,
taspectiully request that the Court entar ks Order that temporarily and permanently
enjoins Defendant VANCE from publishing any false statemers about them In written,
verbal, ar electronic form, that awards them the costs of this action, and that orovides

such other and further relief aa the Court desma [ust and proper.



JURY DEMAND
Ptaint¥Ts hereby demand  trial by jury of all lssues 30 triable.
VERIFICATION
| HEREBY VERIFY under penaities of perjury that the factual information
contained in the foregoing Verified Complaint for Damages and Injunciive Relief is true

i%é%ﬂﬂ? and as
Presidart of LIGONIER MINISTRIES,

and cormect,

2 Gy ot
DATED this _<1_day of August, 2008.

Respectfully Submitted,

BEUSSE WOLTER SANKS
MORA & MAIRE, P.A.

390 North Orange Avenue
Sutte 2500

Orlando, Fiorida 32801
Telephone: (407) 528-7700
Faceimile:  (407) 828-7720
dbrodersen@iplawd].com
Attorneys for Pleintiffe

By: M‘
NIEL N. BRODERGEN

Florida Bar No. 0684197






