
Information for you and your students

Dear Colleagues:

The pleasure we take in our teaching often dissipates when we are faced with grading essays and other assignments, especially when students’ ability to express their ideas in writing isn’t up to the task of communicating what they know and want to say.  Atkinson Writing Programs exists to help both you and your students with the challenge of written expression.

We work with students in all programs and at every level.  Our brochure will give you a sense of the range of our instructional support.  We encourage you to suggest our writing courses.  WRIT 1400 6.0, Critical Thinking, Reading and Writing is especially helpful to students who have been away from academic work for a long time, and who need to concentrate on improving their academic skills.  It counts as an elective credit.  WRIT 3988 3.0 Effective Writing and Research is designed for students further on in their programs, or who enter with considerable college background, and who need introduction to writing academic research papers. WRIT 3989 3.0 Writing in the Workplace focuses on genres and styles of writing preferred in business and professional settings. A new course, WRIT 2000 3.0 Research and Writing about Business helps students develop their analytic and writing skills using material related to business. All our WRIT courses count as elective credits. At Atkinson, and at York generally, ESL courses are open only to students for whom ESL support was recommended at Admission; however, you should recommend to your ESL students that they make use of our Essay Tutoring Centre (118 Atkinson) and the ESL Open Learning Centre located in 035 Vanier College. The ESL Tutoring Centre provides assistance in listening/speaking skills, as well as reading and writing. More information is in our brochure, or can be obtained by calling Writing Programs (x5589).

The Essay Tutoring Centre is how most students encounter us.  Students can come to us at any stage of the writing process for individual consultations.  We also can arrange some group support for courses in the form of workshops designed with your course in mind. Typically these are held on Saturdays, but other arrangements can be made.  Finally, we offer Guest Lectures on writing.  These lectures are in-class workshops, best held when students are just beginning to work on their assignments.  For information workshops and guest lectures, please contact Writing Programs.

You may also wish to develop an iWrite website for your course.  iWrite is an interactive program developed by the University of  Toronto which allows you to present actual student work, grades assigned and the grader’s commentary.  Another section of the site accommodates a series of prompts that help student develop a draft of their assignment.  For more information, and a demonstration, please contact  the Coordinator. 
Our brochure will provide you with more information.  Please also distribute it to your classes.  You can request copies for your entire class by phoning or emailing us  (akwp@yorku.ca). Information is also located on our website: http://www.atkinson.yorku.ca/Writing/.

We need and welcome discussion and feedback, especially regarding how our courses might fit into your School curriculum, or how we can better serve you in other ways. 

We look forward to hearing from you, and wish us all a good year!

Leslie Sanders, Coordinator (x66604; leslie@yorku.ca)

Sushma Kanhai, Program Secretary (x33951; skanhai@yorku.ca)
Receptionist (x55289)
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