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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Your mid-term assignment should be 2,000 words or ten (10) double spaced typed pages. A Bibliography is required. Proper academic citation of sources is required when using “another person’s ideas or writings as one’s own” to comply with York University Senate Policy on Academic Honesty. This assignment is to be completed independently within the York University Senate Policy on Academic Honesty found at the following website http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/document.php?document=69#_Toc89156087  
Number each question separately. Answer all questions separately in as much detail as possible. Extensive use and visible reference to course theoretical content and assigned articles are expected and necessary for a satisfactory grade. Your assignment must be prepared and submitted independently as your own work.
SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS FOR SECTIONS A, B, D, E & F: The mid-term assignment is due at the beginning of class in the Sixth Week of the Term or the week of October 21, 2009 as per Section. Late submissions will suffer a 5 percentage point penalty and must be submitted at the beginning of class in the Seventh Week of Term or the week of October 28, 2009 as per Section. No assignments will be accepted beyond the Seventh Week of the Term. 

SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS FOR SECTIONS C & G (INTERNET COURSE SECTIONS):  The assignments are due on WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2009 no later than 2:00 p.m. EST. Late submissions will suffer a 5 percentage point penalty and must be submitted no later that Wednesday, October 28, 2009 by 2:00 p.m. EST.  No assignments will be accepted beyond Wednesday, October 28, 2009 after 2:00 p.m. EST. 
 
In preparing this assignment, you will be expected to present extensive and visible direct referencing from the two course Required Textbooks as stated in the questions as well as outside research. 

Do not use Wikipedia as a reference source. It is not a reliable source. 
 TITLE:  CANADA EXTENDING FREE TRADE WITH EUROPE
In September 19, 2008, The National Post reported that Canada will shortly begin negotiations on a plan for “deep economic integration” to establish free trade with Europe.

 For decades now, the idea of a Canada-Europe free trade agreement has been knocking around our halls of power. But until now, the first and in some ways most formidable barrier to progress has been getting the EU interested. If this week’s reports are to be believed, that problem now appears to be solved.  


There are obvious geographical limits to EU-Canada trade, even under the most liberal trade regime imaginable. For many years, moreover, we proved hard to take seriously as a partner because our own interprovincial trade barriers have remained high (a situation recently remedied). Nor has it helped impress anyone with our commitment to globalization that a huge chunk of our economy has remained subject to old-fashioned nationalist limits on foreign direct investment.

As a bonus, much of the underlying econometric study has already commenced as part of the carefully circumscribed, Doha-friendly talks toward a Canada-EU Trade and Investment Enhancement Agreement, which began in 2004. All 10 premiers are said to be on board, provisionally, with getting a deal done. 

Former French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur, an old political mentor to current President Nicolas Sarkozy, has been a major voice promoting Canada as a good place to construct an initial model for bilateral progress. Indeed, he has spoken of a Canada-EU agreement as a potential foundation for the eventual rebuilding of the now-fractured U.S.-EU relationship. Direct free-trade negotiations between America and Europe are currently impossible to contemplate, given the mood of the European public and US protectionism, but the idea is that Canada could serve as a sort of rope line around which a bridge can later be built. 

Probably no one in Canada needs to be talked into seeing the advantages of a solid labour-mobility deal with the Continent. With the U.S. dollar and the Euro now established as the world’s two overwhelmingly significant stores of value, increasing the share of our international trade destined for Europe, which has dwindled in the NAFTA era, would provide a useful hedge against relative fluctuations in the two currencies. 

And symbolically, it already seems some Canadian nationalists like the idea of having a heavier counterbalance against the perennial threat of U.S. encroachment on Canadian sovereignty. The concept is especially popular in 
Quebec, where Premier Jean Charest has been pounding the pulpit for it. 

Once the full details are known, the price of EU integration is likely to prove higher than the Canadian left, and indeed some on the right, would like. 

Effectively joining the EU as a satellite participant would probably mean heavy concessions in such areas as labour standards and product labeling. But becoming the world’s main conduit between its two largest free trade areas is worth a few sacrifices -- especially since the protectionist policies to be sacrificed do us no good anyway, but are in fact sentimental vestiges of a Trudeauvian era of command-and-control. And those who suffer continual nightmares about the increasing competitiveness of China and India should not be afraid of taking bold steps to keep pace with the Asian giants. 


Free trade has lifted the fortunes of nations around the world -- including Canada, which has benefitted greatly under NAFTA and the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement before it. There is no reason that a free trade agreement with Europe would not also be beneficial. We urge our government to do everything in its power to make it reality. 
QUESTIONS:

Your answer will be evaluated on visible and extensive direct and detailed referencing from the assigned articles of the Required Textbooks in this course. In answering the following two questions, use the assigned articles from:

de Boer, Stephen, Canadian Provinces, US States and North American Integration in Diane Jurkowski and George Eaton’s Between Public and Private Readings and Case on Canada’s Mixed Economy, Concord: Captus Press Inc., 2003. 

 Tom Wesson’s Canada And The New World Economic Order (THIRD EDITION), Concord: Captus Press, 2007.
     
SECTION 1 – Assessing Canada’s Economic Performance
· David Barrows, Canada’s Global Competitiveness, pp.3 – 33. 
· Donald J.S. Brean, Canada’s Economy: Structure and Performance, pp. 34 – 59. 
· Tom Wesson, The Sectoral Structure of Canada’s Economy, pp. 60 – 82. 
SECTION 2 – Canada in the Globalized World
· David Barrows, International Trade and Investments, pp. 146 – 180. 
SECTION 3 – Government, Society and Economic Performance
· David Barrows and Tom Wesson, The Changing Role of the Public Sector, pp. 183 – 204. 
· John Saywell, The Socio-Political Environment: The Quest for Accommodation, pp. 205 – 237. 
SECTION 5 – Potential Responses to a Changing World
· Maude Barlow, Can Canada Survive Deep Integration? pp. 347 – 357. 
· Mike Harris and Preston Manning, A Canada Strong and Free: Achieving a Fresh Vision for Canada’s Future, pp. 358 – 382. 
· H.T. Wilson, The Quagmire of Industrial Policy, pp. 383 – 390. 
  
QUESTION 1 
Applying economic indicators of measuring international competitiveness, what does Canada gain to increase its global competitiveness in a free trade agreement with Europe?  (50 marks)

QUESTION 2

What changes to Canada’s industrial strategy will need to be made in order for Canada to globally compete with European countries to gain global competitiveness? (50 marks) 
NOTE: All answers are to be written as a proper university essay with thesis statements. A thesis statement is the road map for your response to answering the questions. It is usually a single sentence somewhere in your first paragraph that answers the question. The remainder of your answer comprises the evidence of explanations or arguments that support your thesis statement and will persuade the reader of the logic of your arguments and explanations. 

The two Required Textbooks in this course and the assigned articles in Dr. Tom Wesson’s Canada AndThe New World Economic Order (THIRD EDITION) and Diane Jurkowski and George Eaton’s Between Public and Private Readings and Cases on Canada Mixed Economy present a wealth of information to assist you in answering the questions. 
 
 
 
 
