Evaluation and Review of my Website
I.C.T – Lewis Stephenson - P4, M1, M2
Introduction and Scenario

   The purpose of this unit was to produce and design an interactive website for a local organisation or company. I would create two designs in which a representative from the business or company would choose. This gave the client options into how they wanted their website to be laid out. The purpose for creating the website is that the business/ company could then use this created website as a part of their work. This would benefit them as it would advertise and showcase the business or company to the internet, as well as creating and expanding their new market and target audience; through the World Wide Web. When creating my website I had to consider many factors, so that it was effective, interactive, professional and W3C compliant. These factors would create and strong and professional website that would appeal to many target audiences.
Strengths / Weakness of my Site
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  The website I created had to be effective and purposeful. The website in which I created was targeted for an athletic audience, so that a wide variety of active people across the Wirral would visit my website; www.Activewirral.com for information on sports and sports facilities across the Wirral. The way in which I made this website effective was by providing relevant information, pictures, directions, prices and descriptions about sports and sports facilities which host these sports across the Wirral.
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My website had to follow W3C guidelines when being created so that is accessible and visible for various people such as the disabled or weak sighted. When creating the website, the guidelines they set had to be followed in order for the website to become W3C compliant. I feel that when creating my website I used clear and understandable texts, which were in large fonts so that poor sighted people could clearly see and understand the text and information on the website. I feel that making the website accessible for disabled user by making font sizes bigger and laying out the website out clearer, it not only makes the website more professional; but generally simpler to understand. When I designed the website I really had to consider these points so that it would achieve the needs of the users which in turn; will expand the customer market /target audience. From the screen shot provided below you can see that when creating the website, features such as my buttons, banners and layout follow W3C regulations. My banner is clearly displayed in a large font so that it looks professional and easily readable for disabled or poor sighted people. The buttons on my website are visible and large so that they are easy to use and read. Also I feel that the layout of the overall pages throughout the website clearly separate, images, text and media professionally across the page; making the website easy to follow and understand. 






  Within my website, I had to include relevant and professional interactions which the users of my website can interact with. The interactions I added to my business were that I used rollovers on images and tabs to seem as if they interact when the mouse rolls over them. This adds dimension and imagination to your website by creating a moving motion between two images. Another interaction between my website and the users of my website is that on each page, I managed to include an anchor. Like the information website www.wikipedia.com my website mirrors its anchor system by clicking a referenced link, E.G 2.3 prices. To then automatically lower the page to the information with a scrolling box. In addition another interaction which interacts with the users of the website through anchors or direct contact by the users is a scrolling system. This system adds an interactive scrolling bar which allows the users to filter up and down the information box using the slider. Finally the last interaction between my website and its users is the interactive Google map. This displays with a pin, directly where the location of the facility is. 

   To create my website and all the features on it, I browsed other websites for hints and tips into how they structure their successful websites. The inspiration I received to create my website came from www.wikipedia.com. I feel the way in which they cleverly display information through anchors and references to text, is clever. I followed this idea and structured my website like Wikipedia, by using anchors to reference text to headings. In doing this I created many plans displaying features my website would have as well as the way in which I would display my information. I feel following the task sheet, I managed to create to designs in which I would present to my client so they had a choice in what website they chose and how it was laid out. 

Design 1







Design 2
   From these web layouts, you can see the two designs I chose in order to present to my client. I feel that after a tough choice, they chose design two, due to its simplicity. I feel this style of design mimics that of Wikipedia and would be the perfect layout for this particular website. I feel its plain design adds to its professional look and overall Wikipedia theme.

My Feelings on my Performance.

   After creating my whole website I feel that overall the website was a success. From creating my designs, choosing the right on to finally creating the website, adding interactions and features; overall it went well. I feel the actually highlights of my website is how it mimics the no1 information website; Wikipedia. The way I have designed my website through clever interactions and features makes my website dynamic and user friendly. The website is easy to follow and will largely appeal to my target audience of sporting and active people of any age around the Wirral. If I had an opportunity to alter anything within my website I feel the negative features of my website would be changed. Features such as a possible interactive or moving banner would attract and add more features and depth to my website. Creating my banner in a different computer application such as flash would add more interaction between the users of my website and the website it’s self. In addition I feel that another point I would like to alter within the website next time is that the layout page to page is identically similar throughout out. Although my website has a theme which adds a professional feel to the site, a handful of pages are laid out slightly different. Although this is caused through large text poxes through more information needed to be added, I feel that the same theme could still possibly apply if I had the time to carry on.
   When I was working I felt that I gained many skills which have helped and enabled me to improve my work. When I was working with tools such as dream weaver, I learnt many new skills and was able to develop skills I already have such as design. When I was creating the website I had to use a variety of skills in a variety of contexts when creating and planning a website. I had to use organisational skills to plan my website and follow a series of plans to create my website. I used a series of plans such as a template design, 2 website designs and a links page to show how each page linked together
   When I was working I feel my time management was excellent as I was able to prioritise my work and work effectively under deadlines. I feel that in the term we had to complete the website, I finished promptly before the deadline and had time to add alterations to make the website the best it could be within the time I had. I feel if I managed my time better, I could have worked more at home so that within school I had more time to utilise the features of the tools within the computer such as photo shop to create a better website. 

   When I was working to achieve deadlines in feel that I was extremely enthusiastic and motivated to do well and create a powerful and professional website. I feel as I have a passion and enjoyment for I.C.T, I was self motivated and able to work extremely hard. I feel that when I was creating the website many strengths and weaknesses I posses cane into play. I feel when creating the website, I was good at planning and researching. This then lead to an excellent website through features and interactions other website offer. In addition to this I feel that I was good at creating a website that looked professional. I feel I have an eye for detail and took care and attention when saying out and presenting my website. I feel when I worked on the website I was bad at working with the coding. I had to ask for assistance when inserting codes for search bars and Google maps; but then soon understood how the coding worked and I was then able to work effectively with codes. I feel if I could have the chance to improve the points listed above, I could have done so if I had more time. If I had the chance to create another website from scratch, I feel the opportunity to use and apply what I already know would be beneficial. 
Feedback

Through the completion of my website, my client reviewed the website in which I add created for him. He added comments and areas of improvement in which I should follow and then re-visit the website to make alterations. The criteria I was given before I began the website was that it had to:

· Present factual and descriptive information.

· It had to show interaction.

· Comply with W3C standards.

· Include imagery and design.

· It should appeal to the target audience of active adults and children.
 The feedback from my client is as follows:

“My first impression of the site was that it had a good layout, with a simple navigation system that is easy to use. Some of the pages on the site need to be proof-read, for example, the first page misspells ‘Information’ The site contains a lot of information about each sport, which is extremely useful and fits the needs of the target audience well. The pages which explain about each venue are also useful, as they are full of all the vital information that is needed for somebody visiting and using them, although these pages contain a lot of information, Lewis has used anchors to navigate through the pages, to find the information which the user needs, the text is also in a scroll box, which reduces the time it takes to navigate back to the top of the page. The maps that have been included on the site are a good idea, as they add interactivity to the site, however, I would prefer it if they showed directions to the venue instead of a birds-eye view. I cannot think of much criticism for the site, however, a page to contact the website creator may be useful if the user finds something wrong with the site. This is an excellent site, full of vital information.”
Tools Used

   When creating my website I used a variety of tools so that my website would look extremely professional. The tools in which I used where mostly computer based tools; which were:
These tools were extremely helpful when creating professional items, images and my website. They are professional tools which helped me to develop many skills through their precision and functions. On the whole I feel without these key tools, the overall outcome of the website wouldn’t be at the standard it is now. These tools, dream weaver especially have enabled me to create page, link pages, add images, text and interactions so that my website is effective and user friendly.
Conclusion

   The final outcome of my website was altered and is currently different in layout and design to my current design I picked. The website was created through the planning and design of my second choice but was altered slightly through improvements. I feel that the way in which the tabs and buttons were laid out with the difference between my page format and that of the design are slightly modified. This was to include the space for roll over images, interactions and my Google maps which display directions. These features where not on the original design, but where added and altered through feedback and improvements.


   As you can see here I have taken into consideration the many points in which I have and could improve the website with and the positive feedback given. I feel that following the feedback given it has enabled me to improve the website further so that it is complete. Following feedback given by my client I have proof read the whole website and altered many spelling mistakes. For example, the image shown above is a how I altered and changed text and words so that they are spelt correct so there are no mistakes within the website.  Overall I am pleased with the whole project and take into consideration the positive feedback given by my client.
My website is clearly laid out displaying relevant information in a professional way.





A large description providing relevant information.





A clear banner to display the name of the website and business which is visible for the disabled and poor sighted.





A spacious website which is easy to follow. 





Large buttons which are clearly visible and easy to follow.





Roll over image to add interaction.
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