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What I will do with:

Frustrated learner- For this student, I will provide passes for easy access to me during the scheduled daily study hall.  I will also ask this student to work with another student that has grasped the concepts so that they may learn from one another.  If this student is distracted by their local within the classroom, we will talk, away from the rest of the class, about where they think they can work more efficiently.  I will give passes to this learner to work in the learning lab when appropriate.

Incapacitated student – A student that is recovering from a long illness will meet with me to determine what homework is necessary to get the student caught up.  The goal will be for the student to show mastery of the topics rather than given quantity of work.  The assignments agreed upon will be listed in a contract and signed by teacher, student and parents with a reasonable amount of time allotted for completion.
Depressed learner – This student may be seeking a listening ear or sympathetic shoulder and as such, time after class can be spent chatting about non-school related issues.  During class the student will be ask to complete all the same work but may feel more comfortable in a different area of the classroom.  This can be negotiated privately with me.  This learner may also need additional motivation and closer monitoring.  Small accomplishments should be praised and reinforced in an effort to build the students self-confidence.
Disliked student – This student may be motivated by several possible needs.  If the student is acting inappropriately because of a lack of knowledge then the student will need to be subtly trained to use more appropriate social skills.  I would like to discuss goals for appropriate individual behavior with the student individually.  I will establish signals that can be used between the student and me during class time to redirect or encourage better behavior without calling the student out specifically.  If the student is acting out as a way of gaining negative attention I would again try using the signals to redirect behavior.  I will encourage the rest of the class to be patient while we all learn new social skills and to ignore any behaviors that they might dislike in order to prevent negative reinforcement.  If the student is inclined to respect the system we have established, I will have a special desk close to me they may occupy or they may be ask to work in the hall until the next day.
Student who doesn’t listen – Some investigation will be necessary before determining how to approach this student.  If they are truly having a hard time hearing, the student my need to be moved to the front of the class.  If they dialect or vocabulary I use is confusing, a tape recording of my class may help me identify these problems and adjust my lectures.  I may need to give the student written copies of notes to improve our communication.  If the student isn’t listening because they are distracted, I will need to discover exactly what is distracting them.  They may need a desk located close to the front or my desk, or away from specific students to reduce these distractions.
Back talker – This student will need to have some private time with me so that we can discuss my expectations for classroom behavior and so that the student can express any concerns they may be having.  We will need to come to an agreement about how the student should speak in class and what consequences there will be when the agreement isn’t upheld.  Then I will need to consistently enforce our agreement.

ADHD/ADD not on meds – This student will require extra communication efforts on my behalf with his/her parents.  They will need instructions to be reiterated and given multiple times.  They will need help refocusing and redirecting when they are off task.  They will need me to understand that while they may appear lazy and unconcerned, they are likely frustrated and trying very hard.  We will need to talk openly about the issues we face and keep up with progress so that assignments are not lost or left incomplete.  This student needs loads and loads of ‘hand holding’.
Apathetic student – Hopefully this student is apathetic for a reason and I’ll need to discover that reason.  The cause may lie in the pace of the material in which case I will need to make accommodations.  If the student is apathetic to the particular subject, I will need to meet with the student one-on-one to discover what the student’s passions are and together we will find ways to connect the academic material to their interests.  If the student is apathetic in all subjects (requiring that I investigate with other members of my grade team), I will try to discover what outside factors are contributing to the apathy and resolve any that I can.

Defiant – This student again needs to be met with one-on-one in private so that we may communicate our expectations for classroom behavior.  Once we have agreed upon what is acceptable in the class, we will together determine what the consequences will be when these expectations are not met.  All this information will be written out and signed by parents, student and myself so that everyone has the same information to work with.

Social Problems – This student may have issues stemming from a lack of knowledge of what is appropriate or they may have intense emotional issues that are preventing them from focusing on their academics.  In either case, I will need to meet with them away from the rest of the class so we can agree upon what is appropriate for the classroom.  If the student needs extra help from the school counselors, I will try to facilitate the meeting of the two parties.  If the student simply needs a good listener and sympathetic shoulder, I can provide that.  In all cases however, the student needs to understand that problems can and will be addressed, but that while in the classroom it is in everyone’s best interests for these to be put aside for a while so learning can occur.
Angry Students – Anger is a superficial emotion that almost always hides a deeper emotion such as hurt, disappointment or lose.  As a teacher I will need to help this student acknowledge what lies behind the anger so that the emotion can be dealt with in a healthy way.  I will need to do this away from the rest of the class and I will need to communicate with the student that while anger is acceptable and even at times healthy, that it isn’t appropriate in the classroom.  I will offer to meet with the student at a different time so that we can discuss their anger and ask that in return, they collect themselves and return to the classroom in an orderly way.  If this is not possible, I will suggest they remain in the hall until they have regained possession of their impulses.  If this is not possible and they are physically disruptive even when removed from the room, a visit to the office may be necessary.

Withdrawn student – This student could be withdrawn because of personal issues or because of chronic shyness.  In both cases, I will need to be gentle, respectful of the student’s boundaries but persistent in my attentiveness to them.  They should know from my behavior that I am available to them should they seek help and that I will not forget about them or allow them to become unseen.  However I will not violate their space if that is what they feel they need to be safe.
Drug Withdrawal – Hopefully this is a problem no student has to face.  However if they should, I will need to make accommodations for their physical stresses by working with them one-on-one to ensure they have mastery of topics without necessarily requiring the full quantity of work.  The student will also be undergoing extreme emotional stresses that I will need to be looking for and making constant accommodations for.  If the student can maintain control of themselves in class without disrupting the other students too much, I would prefer they remain with their peers in the functioning class so that we can offer the support of normalcy.

What to do with bodies & stuff: Once the students enter my classroom, they will progress to their assigned seats.  Backpacks are to be left in their lockers, books, pencils and binders are the only supplies required in the classroom.  They are expected to bring these supplies EVERYDAY!!  MP3 players, food and drinks are allowed only during independent work times if the student has a privilege pass displayed on their desk.  No radios will be played aloud in the classroom.  Students will know where supplies are and my get these if they do so without disrupting myself or fellow students.  Students will be allowed to visit the restroom during the break in the middle of the classroom or during independent work time but all must first sign out at the door and take THE class bathroom pass – ensuring that only one student is out of the classroom at a time.  Passes to other classrooms are not given without written permission from that teacher.  Passes to other areas of the school such as library or office are not given unless all work for the day is complete and turn in.  Passes to the learning lab will be given to any student that has met with me individually and needs the extra attention and space offered in that area.
Learning Disabilities – Those students with learning disabilities will be ask to communicate with me things that we can do together to improve the learning environment for everyone.  If frequent standing and moving is helpful to the ADHD student, I will provide these opportunities.  If the student needs frequent snacks to maintain blood sugar levels, these will always be allowed.  Many modifications can be made to increase the success of the student – they require unrelenting communication between me, parents and the student.

