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Reflections on POL & IPG

In reviewing the AISD IPG’s I found many references to the Principles of Learning.   An actual description of the Principles of Learning was provided in our observation booklets handed out by Principle Duncan.  In the booklet I noted that there were the following POL’s: Organize for Effort, Clear Expectations, Recognition of Accomplishment, Fair & Credible Evaluations, and Academic Rigor in a Thinking Curriculum, Accountable Talk, and Socializing Intelligence, Learning as Apprenticeship and Data Collection, for a total of 9 principles.   I also found reference to these same 9 principles on the Austin ISD website.  However on their website they gave very little, if any information on most of the principles and focus heavily on Accountable Talk and Clear Expectations.  I found that the AISD IPG mirrored this emphasis.
In looking through the IPG’s I found specific comments and recommendations in many areas for Clear Expectations and Accountable Talk.   To demonstrate ‘Clear Expectations’ they recommend that expectations for the classroom be posted, that correct work be displayed as a model for student reference, and that both strong and weak examples of Reflections (an AISD technique for journaling) be given.  Likewise the give specific recommendations for Accountable Talk  such as discussing different ways to solve a problem, difference and similarity discussions as well as their Number Fluency program.  These were the only principles that I saw in my search of the website through the first 2 six-week periods.
I did however see what I think are references to some of the other principles in the assignments and discussions they recommended.  I found that their descriptions of the Mathematical Reflections and their Number Fluency seem directly related to the Academic Rigor in a Thinking Curriculum principle.   I also found their Mathematical Reflections to be highly suggestive of the Organize for Effort principle.
I suspect that many of the principles are used as a foundation for creating the various aspects of the IPG.  The IPG language reflects so much of the same language that is used in the descriptions of the principles of learning.  It seems they are hoping that with a solid underpinning of these principles, and through the use of their curriculum, their goal that “all students, with appropriate effort, are capable of high achievement and high-level thinking, regardless of their backgrounds” can be met.
