Latin American History Time Line 

Foundations
· circa 14,500 BCE * Asian migrants cross Bering Land bridge and enter North America 

· 6500-5000 BCE * Beginnings of agriculture, including maize production 

· 1200 BCE-00 * Olmecs in Mexico 

· 1200-400 * Chavín in Andean South America 

· 400 BCE - 1000 CE *Nazca coastal culture, western South America 
· 00-300 CE * Pre-classic Maya 

· circa 50 CE * Maya leave first written records in Western Hemisphere 

· 100 CE * Sun temple built at Teotihuacan 

· 300-900 * Classic Maya 

600-1450
· 890 * Maya produce first book in the Americas, 

· circa 850-900 * Great Mayan cities of Central America deserted 
· 800-1200 * Toltecs 

· 1100 * Cuzco (Peru) founded 

· 1168-1522 * Aztecs enter and later control Central Valley of Mexico 

· 1325 * Aztecs occupy island called Tenochititlan 

· 1350 * Rapid Inca expansion in Andean South America 
1450-1750
· 1492 * Columbus makes landfall in the Bahamas  

· 1494 * Treaty of Tordesillas divides the New World between Spain and Portugal 

· 1507 * A German cartographer publishes a map of the New World, using the name America in honor of Amerigo Vespucci (1454-1512) 

· 1519-22 *Cortez enters, lays seige to, and conquers Aztec capital Tenochtitlan 

· 1527-32 * Civil war between Inca brothers Atahualpa and Huascar 

· 1532 * Pizarro captures Atahualpa, ending the Inca Empire 

· 1535 * Maya defeat and force out all Spaniards from the Yucatan 

· 1542 * Bartolome de las Casas pushed "New Laws" to reform treatment of Indians 

· 1697 * Last of the Maya defeated by Spaniards 

Independence Era, 1750-1914 
· 1767 * Society of Jesus (Jesuits) expelled from Spanish America 

· 1780-81 * Indian revolt led by Tupac Amaru in Upper Peru 

· 1791-1804 * Slave revolt on French island of Saint-Dominigue (Haiti) leads to independence 

· 1793-1815 * Napoleonic Wars disrupt political rule in Europe 

· 1807 * King John and his court flees to Brazil to escape Napoleon's invading armies in Portugal 

· 1810 * Creoles establish ruling juntas in Carcas, Venezuela, Santiago, Chile, Buenos Aires, Argentina; Hidalgo's "Grito de Dolores" in Mexico 

· 1811 * Venezuela and Paraguay declare independence from Spain; Hidalgo killed and replaced by Morelos; 
· 1816-1821 * Argentina  and Mexico declare independence 

· 1822 * San Martín and Bolívar meet a Guayaquil, Ecuador; the former departs for France and self-imposed exile; King Pedro declares Brazil independent from Portugal 

· 1823 * US issues the Monroe Doctrine warning against recolonization of the newly independent Spanish American republics 

· 1825 * Bolivia declares independence 
· 1829-1830 * Venezuela, Ecuador leave "Gran Colombia" 

· 1830s * Rise of caudillos, self-interested military dictators backed by private armies 

· 1844-89 * King Pedro II rules Brazil 
· 1846-48 * US defeats Mexico and annexes the northern half of the country with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo  

  1855 * U.S. filibuster William Walker and his mercentaries invade and occupy Nicaragua. Walker declares himself president, rules for 2 years, and is finally shot by a Honduran firing squad on September 12, 1860 

  1862-67 French occupation of Mexico until Benito Juárez and his liberal forces defeat and then execute Archduke Maximillian  

  1865-70 * War of the Triple Alliance (Paraguayan War) Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay defeat Paraguay  

  1876 * First shipment of refrigerated beef from Buenos Aires to Europe. Argentina's beef bonanza is underway.  

  1876-1911 * Dictator Porfirio Díaz rules Mexico (except 1880-84)  

  1879-84 * Chile defeats Peru and Bolivia in the War of the Pacific  

  1888 * Princess Isabel abolishes slavery in Brazil  

  1889 * Brazil's military overthrows King Pedro II and initiates republican government  

  1898 * Spanish-American War / US intervention in Cuba US takes control of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Phillippines.  
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  1903 * Theodore Roosevelt intervenes to assist Panamanian independence from Colombia  

  1904 * (Theodore) Roosevelt's Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine declares the U.S. to be the policeman of the Caribbean. US forces place the Dominican Republic under a customs receivership.  

  1909-12 * William Howard Taft promotes "Dollar Diplomacy," based on the erroneous belief that increased US investment will bring stability and economic prosperity to Latin America  

  1909-33 * US Marines intervene in Nicaragua  

  1910-20 * Bloody phase of the Mexican Revolution  

  1911-13 * Francisco Madero replace Porfirio Díaz as president of Mexico  

  1913-14 * Victoriano Huerta assassinates Madero and rules as dictator of Mexico, arousing opposition from the United States  

  1914 * Panama Canal opens  

  1914-20 * Venustiano Carranaz serves as president of Mexico  

1914-Present
  1916 * Francisco "Pancho" Villa raids Columbus, New Mexico, killing 17 US citizens  

  1917 * Zimmermann Telegram revealed in which Germany offers to help Mexico recover territory lost to the US in exchange for support in the First World War  

  1929 * Ecuador becomes the first Latin American nation to grant women the right to vote  

  1929 * The Great Depression brings economic disaster and radical political change to Latin America  

  1933 * FDR announces "Good Neighbor Policy" of non-intervention in Latin America  

  1933 * US offers to intervene in El Salvador to put down a peasant rebellion. The Salvadoran military dictator refuses, then murders thousands of peasants.  

  1934-40 * Lazaro Cardenas brings populist reform to Mexico and nationalizes the oil industry, including many US holdings, in 1938  

  1945-89 * Cold War ideology drives US Latin American policy  

  1948 * Organization of American States (OAS) formed  

  1954 * CIA overthrows constitutional government of Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala  

  1956 * US-supported dictator Anastasio Somoza assassinated in Nicaragua  

1958 * Vice President Richard Nixon meets strong anti-American sentiment on his "good will" tour of Latin America  

1959 * Dictator Fulgencio Bastista, supported by the US until 1958, flees Fidel Castro's revolution in Cuba  

1957 * US high school students in the Panama Canal Zone burn a Panamanian flag, sparking riots that kill and injure more than 100 people  

1961 * Failed Bag of Pigs invasion of Cuba  

1961 * US-supported dictator Rafael Trujillo assassinated in the Dominican Republic  

1962 * Missile Crisis with Cuba and USSR  

1964 * Brazilian President Joao Goulart overthrown by the military, with covert US support  

1965 * US forces, fearing a Communist takeover, occupy Dominican Republic  

1970 * For the first time, Latin America's population is as urban as it is rural. The US reached this point in 1920.  

1970-73 * US and multinational corporations work covertly to overthrew socialist government of Salvador Allende in Chile. He dies in the September 1973 military coup.  

1974-76 * Isabel Perón serves as Argentina's and Latin America's first female president  

1979 * Sandinista (FSLN) Revolution takes power in Nicaragua  

1977-80 * President Jimmy Carter makes human rights a major goal in his Latin American policy  

1980 * Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) revolutionaries begin attacks in Peru  

1981-86 * Reagan administration officials secretly direct counter-revolutionary (contra) forces against the Nicaraguan Sandinista government  

1982 * Argentina invades the Falklands/Malvinas Islands, held since 1833 by Great Britain. Reagan administration officials debate for two weeks before siding with Great Britain.  

1983 * Reagan orders US forces to invade the island of Grenada to halt Cuban work on an airstrip  

1985 * Civilian rule returns to Brazil for the first time since 1964  

1987 * President Oscar Arias of Costa Rica wins the Nobel Peace Prize  

1989- * End of the Cold War diminishes Latin America's significance in US foreign policy  

1989 * George Bush orders invasion of Panama to capture one-time dictator Manuel Noriega  

1992 * Guatemala's Rigoberta Menchú, a Quiche Mayan woman, wins the Nobel Peace Prize  

1994 * NAFTA takes effect. EZLN (Zapatista) revolutionaries launch attacks in Mexico's southern state of Chiapas  

1997 * Bill Clinton visits several South American countries and speaks of extending free trade to more of the region.  

1990s * High levels of drug trafficking, massive foreign debt, economic dependency, rain forest and coral reef destruction, illegal immigration to the US, and other problems continue to face the US and Latin America.  

1999 * Panama begins sole operation of the Panama Canal
