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COST ENGINEERING PROFESSIONAL
CELEBRATE 20 YEARS

More than 110 members of the Association for the
Advancement of Cost Engineering (AACE) International -
Arabian Gulf Section and other professional interested in
cost management attended the 20th Annual Meeting at
the Dhahran International Hotel on May 8, 2000. It was an
important occasion since the Section was celebrating 20
years of success and were honored to have 7 of the past
Section Presidents attend this event.

Kenneth Humphreys, PE, CCE, Secretary Treasurer of the
International Cost Engineering Council (ICEC) was the Key-
note Speaker. He presented a special proclamation from
AACE - International’s Board of Directors congratulating
the Section for their continuous success. He praised the
Section for their various achievements for the past 20 years
and encouraged the members to continue to build on their
success.  The audience was briefed on the role of AACE
International in the advancement of total cost management
worldwide.

The Section has won this award 13 times in the last 14
years, which is truly a great achievement.

Guest Speaker, Dr. Abdulmohsen Al-Hammad of King Fahd
University of Petroleum & Minerals spoke about the
problems encountered in the application of Life Cycle
Costing on construction projects in Saudi Arabia and
presented twenty-six problems in detail. The findings of
the survey of government agencies and consulting offices
that have applied Life Cycle Costing were shared with the
audience.

Hassan Al Somali, CCE, President, Arabian Gulf Section,
highlighted the section’s activities over the last year
comprising of technical meetings, workshops, certification
courses and examination. An achievement was the
maximum registration of 27 professionals in the Spring
Cost Engineering course offered by the Section. He
thanked the outgoing officers and board members for their
support during the year and introduce the 2000-2001
officers.

20 years of achievements of the Arabian Gulf Section was
presented by Ibrahim Bu-Bshait, CCE, Chairman, Steering
Committee. He highlighted the humble beginning of the
section in Dhahran to one that now has members all over
the Gulf Region. He also pointed out the high number of
members becoming certified cost engineers through the
Certification Program. Last year, the Section was given the
Outstanding Section award by  AACE in recognition of true
excellence in serving the members and AACE as a whole.
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A RECORD NUMBER ATTENDED AGS’
SPRING 2000 CERTIFICATION COURSE

Twenty six (26) professionals from Saudi Electricity
Company - Eastern Region Branch (SEC-ERB), Saudi
Aramco, Saudi Iron & Steel Company in Jubail and several
other companies in the Eastern Province participated in
the Arabian Gulf Section’s Spring 2000 Cost Engineering
Certification course. The largest contingent of participants
(15) was from SEC-ERB. The course, which started on
April 3, 2000 and lasted up to July 3, 2000, was conducted
at the Saudi Aramco’s Industrial Training Center in Dhahran
North.

Over forty (40) hours of lectures were held, which included
thirteen (13) regular classes on Monday evenings and four
(4) special revision classes on Thursday mornings. The
speakers of the course included previously certified Cost
Engineers/Consultants and others with specialist
qualifications in their respective fields. They were: Mubashir
Q. Mirza, Ahmed Al-Muairfi, Dr. Abdulaziz Bu-Bshait, Lalith
Samaliarachchi, Farouk Khory, Gamini Padmaperuma,
Asfar Shakil, Bader M. Ahmad and Khalid Shehabi.

Of the 26 participants who attended the course, seventeen
(17) registered for the certification exam and eventually
twelve (12) took the exam, which was held in the first week
of July, 2000. The exam, which consisted of four (4) parts
each with 1-3/4 hour duration, started at 8:00a.m. and lasted
till 5:00p.m. This was quite an exhaustive endeavor for
both candidates and the proctors. Candidates also
submitted 2500-word technical papers as part of the
requirement for certification.

The following Certified Cost Engineers/Consultants
participated in conducting the exam which was held in two
examination halls due to the large number of candidates:

Mubashir Q. Mirza, CCE
Mohammed V. Moideen, CCE
Bader M. Ahmed, CCE
Hafeez-Ur-Rahman Khan, CCE
Gamini A. Padmaperuma, CCE
Ahmed Al-Muairfi, CCE
Ahmed Al-Juraifani, CCE

Mubashir Mirza acted as the Course Coordinator of this
session while Gamini Padmaperuma was the Chairman,
Certification Committee.
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SAUDI ARAMCO RECEIVES INDUSTRIAL
APPRECIATION  AWARD

AACE (The Association for Advancement of Cost
Engineering)  International presented Saudi Aramco the
year 2000 Industrial Appreciation award. Ahmed Al-
Arnaout, President, Aramco Services Company, received
the award on June 27th in Calgary, Canada. The award
ceremony was held in conjunction with the 2nd World
Congress on Cost Engineering, Project Management, and
Quantity Surveyors from June 25th to 28th hosted by AACE
International at their 44th Annual Meeting. This
international congress was co-sponsored by the
International Cost Engineering Council.

The Award was presented to Saudi Aramco in recognition
for outstanding corporate support to the cost management
and cost engineering profession and to the aims and
objectives of the Association. At the awards presentation
luncheon, Mr. Arnaout gave a brief remark thanking AACE
International for selecting Saudi Aramco for this prestigious
award. He mentioned that by selecting Saudi Aramco for
this award, AACE has recognized the continuous support
Saudi Aramco has provided the Arabian Gulf Section. He
concluded by giving an overview of the Company to the
audience.

AGS  RECEIVES THE OUTSTANDING SECTION AWARD

At the same occasion, the Arabian Gulf Section also won
the Outstanding Section award from AACE International,
which was received by Ahmed Al-Muairfi, Vice President,
Administration, AGS. This is another feather in our hat
of continuous achievements.  We have won the
Outstanding Section Award 13 times in the last 14 years.
Congratulations are due to the 1999-2000 Board of
Directors led by Hassan Al-Somaili, President 1999-2000
for their active participation to win this award. We should
keep up the good work and continue to win the
Outstanding Section Award in the future.

This award is awarded to a Section that demonstrates true
excellence in serving their members and AACE as whole.
The Arabian Gulf Section members consist of cost
engineers, schedulers, estimators, project engineers and
other professionals interested in cost management. Our
mission is to advance and promote total cost management
in the region.
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The Certification Board is going to monitor the success of
at least two examinations before finalizing the schedule;
before too long, we hope that you will be able to take the
certification exam on line via the Internet. Our goal remains
to establish a system for all candidates to take the exam at
predetermined locations throughout the world, and to be
able to find out their test results quickly and accurately.

This is an exciting time for the Certification Board, and for
all future examinees - plan now to become a cost consultant
or certified cost engineer.”.

Arabian Gulf Section’s Certification Committee will carefully
study the proposed changes and will develop new strategies
to meet the challenges resulting from them. Your ideas are
most welcome.

MEET  THE BOARD
MUBASHIR Q. MIRZA, SECRETARY, AGS

Mubashir Mirza is the Secretary in the 2000-2001 Section
Board. He is a Planning Engineer doing maintenance work
order planning and scheduling and
turnaround planning and
budgeting with Saudi Arabian
Fertilizer Company in Dammam,
Saudi Arabia where he has been
employed for eleven years.

He was previously employed as
Plant Engineer Mechanical with
Rashtriya Chemical & Fertilizers
Ltd. in Thal, India and has had
over 20 years experience in
fertilizer plant maintenance
management.

Mr. Mirza and his wife, Shabnam Qadir reside in Dammam
with their three daughters, Mahira (12); Ariba (8) and Nabila
(6).
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Arabian Gulf Section will award Certificates of Attendance
to all participants who have attended the course. The results
of the certification exam are expected in September 2000.
AACE International will directly notify the candidates of their
results. Arabian Gulf Section looks forward to hearing from
the candidates of their results upon receipt and wishes all
of them success.

The next session of the AGS’ Cost Engineering Certification
Course is scheduled to start on Monday, the 4th September
2000. For further details, please contact Mubashir Q. Mirza
at 966-3-857-5011, Ext. 5164 or mqmirza@safco.net.
AACE International has announced that the format of the
certification exam will be changed to all multiple choice
questions starting December 2000 exam. Please read the
separate article on this subject in the next column of this
Newsletter.

The Certification Course Team would like to thank AGS
President, Dr. Abdulaziz Bu-Bshait, Past President, Hassan
Al-Somali, Chairman, Steering Committee, Ibrahim Bu-
Bshait, and all other officers and directors for their support
in making the Certification Course a success this time as
well.
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NEW CERTIFICATION EXAM FORMAT FROM DECEMBER 2000

The following is an extract from the June 2000 issue of the
Cost Engineering Magazine (page 10):

“December 2000 will mark the start of a new format for
AACE International’s certification exams. Over a year ago,
the Certification Board initiated a process to update the
exam system so that members around the world could take
the exam and receive their test results very quickly.

To achieve this goal, we have determined that multiple-
choice questions are the best method. The first exam to
be given in this format will be the December 2000 exam.
The examination will continue to have four parts:

Part I - Supporting Skills and Knowledge

Part II - Economic Analyses

Part III - Cost Estimating and Control, and

Part IV - Project Management

Each section will have several problems to solve. A series
of questions will relate to each problem. In addition to the
problem-related questions, there will be approximately 25
questions concerning general knowledge on each part of
the exam.

A MESSAGE TO OUR MEMBERS

IF YOU HAVE ANY ARTICLES, NEWS,
PHOTOGRAPHS, OR COMMENTS FOR
PUBLICATION IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF OUR
NEWSLETTER, PLEASE FORWARD IT TO:

FAROUK KHORY
PHONE 874-6622
FAX 873-0853
E-MAIL:khoryfJ@aramco.com.sa
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ARABIAN GULF SECTION

The Arabian Gulf Section of the Association for the
Advancement of Cost Engineering (founded in 1980) is the
local section, which has more than three hundred active
members in Saudi Arabia and other Gulf Countries. The
Section has received the following recognitions from AACE
International:

• Received 13 Outstanding Section Awards in last 14 years.
• Received special recognition awards for technical

program, new certified members and newsletter.

MISSION AND VISION
Our mission is to advance and promote Total Cost
Management in the Arabian Gulf Region.

Our vision is to be recognized professional association for
Total Cost Ma-nagement in the Region.

OBJECTIVES
• Provide a forum for interested professionals to get

together and exchange information/ideas to enhance their
knowledge in the field of Total Cost Management.

• Introduce current changes in technology to help keep
abreast with the latest developments in the field.

• Provide an opportunity to increase our members’
interaction with local industries to enhance their
understanding of various aspects of business in the
Region.

• Encourage our members and others to become Certified
Cost Engineers or Certified Cost Consultants.

STRATEGIES
Provide the following services to our members, their
employers, and the professional community in the region
to meet the above objectives:

· Organize technical dinner meetings with a presentation
on a topic of interest.

· Organized technical workshops on the current technology
changes.

· Conduct tours of local industries for our members.
· Offer the cost engineering Certification course and host

the Certification Examination.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 2000/2001

 

The Association for Advancement of Cost Engineering
Arabian Gulf Section

P.O. Box 2747, Dhahran 31311
Saudi Arabia

Officers

President Dr. Abdulaziz Bu-Bshait 860-3709

VP Administration Ahmed Al-Muairfi, CCC 874-6646

VP Technical Ahmad Al-Juraifani, CCC 03-357-5076

Treasurer Khalid Abdulwahed 873-4482

Secretary Mubashir Mirza, CCE 857-5011

Directors

Past President Hassan Al-Somali

Certification Gamini Padmaperuma, CCE
Bader Munir Ahmed, CCE
Mohamed Moideen, CCE

Membership Mohammed Al-Thageb, CCE

Public Relations Khalid Shehabi, CCC

Regional Affairs Iqbal Zakai (Jubail Area), CCC
Syed Anwar (Abqaiq Area), CCE

Publication Farouk Khory, CCC

Steering Committee Ibrahim Bu-Bshait, CCE


