AS-Biology

(See Chapter 15 – Pg 212-15)

Tuberculosis
Pathogen: Mycobacterium tuberculosis or M. Bovis
Transmission Method: Droplet infection or un-pasteurised milk
Features: Racking cough, coughing blood and other infections in the bones and gut
Treatment: Cocktail of antibiotics over a prolonged period of time
Notes: 
· The TB parasite can live for months outside the body
· 5 million mortality a year
· TB parasite is a bacteria that lives on the lung lining
· Releases a slow acting poison which blisters the interior of the lungs
· Coughing releases parasites into the air
· Patients are isolated and antibiotics are used
· TB strains are beginning to develop resistance – some are immune to all 5 major antibiotics
· Usually heals without too many long term effects
· 1.7 billion carriers worldwide
· TB is re-infectious
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