AS-Biology

(See Chapter 11 – Pg 148)

Human Health and Disease
This topic covers what it says on the tin – it studies disease within humans and how it affects the body and the community socially.

Definitions:

Disease: A disorder or illness of the mind or body that leads to a departure from good health.

Multifactorial – Several contributing factors to a condition developing

Acute – Short sudden onset that lasts only for a short period

Chronic – Long duration with a long term onset

Symptoms – Noticed by the patient

Sign – Apparent to a doctor

Epidemiology – The study of patterns of disease and factors that affect the spread of disease

Morbidity – The number of people ill

Prevalence – The number of people affected within a fixed period

Mortality – The number that have died from the disease

Incidence – The number of new diagnoses

Endemic – The disease is always present in an area – the plague was Endemic in Europe in the 1300s and HIV/AIDS is endemic in sub-Saharan Africa

Epidemic – A disease that spreads rapidly through a population (i.e. some winters there is an Influenza epidemic in the UK)

Pandemic – A disease will spread across a huge area, usually whole continents
Health Statistics:

Health statistics are used by various agencies for various purposes.

· Governments – will use health stats to identify priorities and allocate funding
· Health Authorities – use statistics to target and monitor diseases in a specific area

· The World Health Organisation (WHO) – uses the figures to co-ordinate global responses to diseases and monitors the situation. They are not inclined to consider national boundaries and try to help anyone who needs it.
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