AS-Biology

(See Chapter 15 – Pg 204-5)

Cholera
Pathogen: Vibrio Cholerae 
Transmission Method: Through the faeces of a victim and contaminated water

Features: Severe diarrhoea, weakness, dehydration and death

Treatment: Re-hydration therapy
Notes: 
· The toxin the pathogen produces dehydrates the body very rapidly and the immune system is not fast enough to respond
· Treatment comes from re-hydrating the body to countermand the effects of the toxin
· The toxin is called Choleragen, it damages the endothelium of the intestine to prevent it from retaining salts and upsets the osmotic balance of the body resulting in dehydration
· The toxin often works on the intestinal channel proteins
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