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Local Capacities for Global Agendas Partnership E

More specifically:

To develop global norms for sustainable urbanization and related

multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) together with mechanisms for both, contribution of local needs/experiences and local response in terms of adaptation and implementation.

Relationship to Agenda 21 and Millennium Declaration Goals

The key Chapters of Agenda 21 being addressed through these arrangements and commitments include:

Chapter 1: International cooperation

Chapter 3: Combating Poverty

Chapter 7: Human Settlements

Chapter 8: Integrating environment and development in decisionmaking

Chapter 9: Protecting the atmosphere

Chapter 10: Land resources

Chapter 18: Freshwater

Chapter 21: Solid wastes and sewage

Chapter 24: Women

Chapter 28: Local Authorities

Chapter 36: Education, public awareness and training

Chapter 37: International cooperation capacity-building in developing

countries

Chapter 40: Information for decision-making

The key international development targets (Millennium Declaration Goal)

that are being addressed are “to improve, by 2020, the lives of 100

million slum dwellers” and “by 2015 to have halved the proportion of

people without sustainable access to safe drinking water”.

Development of global norms for sustainable urbanisation and related multilateral environment agreements (MEAs);

together with routine mechanisms and strengthening local capacities for both, contribution of local needs/ experiences and local responses in terms of adaptation and implementation, in collaboration with thematic international support programmes and the UNEP/GEF. IULA
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 Expected Results

Adaptation and Implementation at the urban level of global norms, agreements and conventions (at least three of the most relevant to Urbanization, potentially such as climate change and air pollution, land based impact on eco-systems and the marine environment, industrial risks, biodiversity).

Clarification towards an appropriate “balance” of global standardization and local differentiation.

Targets and Timeframe for Deliverables

On-going dialogue acknowledging the different roles of different authorities and levels of government within 5 years (2007), including clarification of the local economic consequences of implementation.

The bulk of the activities are geared towards capacity building and technology transfer, awareness building and the exchange of lessons learned from experience among and between global policy makers and municipal officials, government officials, private sector and community leaders incl. representatives of the urban poor. Local response, adaptation and application will focus on environmental management and hazard/ pollution control and using appropriate GIS/EMIS;- all in the context of environmental infrastructure and services, especially water and sanitation, waste management.

Local actors will over time contribute systematically improved/ strengthened information and expertise, decision-making and policy/strategy formulation, policy implementation, institutional arrangements and capacities, and ability to manage the process of change.

Coordination and Implementation Mechanisms

Meeting of the Governing Council for Human Settlements every odd year.

Meeting of the World Urban Forum every even year.

Regular and ad-hoc meetings of relevant advisory and steering bodies and other global fora.

Envisaged Arrangements for Funding

US $ 5 million

Global Facilities, 3 Bilateral- and Multilateral donors, 2 private sector, 3 governments/ local associations.

Monitoring Arrangements

Monitoring arrangements include a revised and adjusted set of indicators and indices for the Millennium Development Goals, particularly in the areas of poverty reduction, slum improvement and governance, and the systematic documentation of experiences, pro-poor and gender sensitive policies and enabling legislation. Major reporting using indicators and

indices will be undertaken at five-year intervals; measuring response in the context of the sustainability components of the Habitat Agenda, the Declaration on Cities and other Human Settlements and the Millennium Declaration.

Major reporting based on lessons learned, policies and legislation will be undertaken every two years; using regular appropriate regional/global For a for reviewing implementation modalities and response, targets and needs for adjustment.

Partnership Commitments for Implementing Agenda 21

“To develop global norms for sustainable urbanization and related multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) together with mechanisms for both, contribution of local

needs/experiences and local response in terms of adaptation and implementation.”

Expected Date of Initiation:

May 2002 on the occasion and conclusion of the first World

Urban Forum (WUF) in Nairobi, Kenya.

Expected date of Completion:

Within a five year timeframe, i.e. 2007
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Key Objectives

In preparation for the WSSD, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), and the World Federation of United Cities (UTO), on behalf of the World Association of Cities and Local Authorities Coordination (WACLAC), have agreed to organise, in cooperation with NGOs (Global Eco Village Network) and the Private Sector (Vivendi Environnement),

“Regional Fora on Sustainable Urbanisation”. This initiative aims at identifying the priorities of local authorities and their partners in building their capacities for sustainable development and to review available external support in different thematic and geographic contexts.

The regional fora are organised between December 2001 and July 2002 in Africa (Durban, December 2001), South America (Curitiba, April 2002), Asia-Pacific (Shanghai, June 2002), Mediterranean (Algiers, June 2002) and Europe (Lyon, July 2002), each focusing on specific public services topics such as water and sanitation, waste management, energy and transport, shelter and slum upgrading, public health, and municipal informatisation. The key participants are local authorities and their partners in the public, private and civil society sectors, as well as external programmes they cooperate with. These support programmes originate from multilateral and bilateral organisations, international associations of local authorities, international NGOs, as well as the international business community.

The results of the regional pre-Summit workshops are concrete recommendations and action plans for filling gaps, avoiding overlaps and exploiting complementarities in the support available to local actors. The Public - private partnership training initiative on Sustainable Urbanization is bringing together a number of UN Agencies (UNITAR, UN-HABITAT,

UNDP, UNAIDS, UNOPS, UNEP, UNECE, WHO), Inter-governmental Bodies (the European Union and France), Associations of Cities (both global and regional), NGOs (Global Ecovillage Network, Fondation du Devenir), and the private sector (Vivendi Environnement), in order to develop a comprehensive capacity building and training programme to achieve sustainable urbanization which will be implemented, with four sub

components:

Component 1:

Train Local Authorities on Basic Public Environmental Services.

Training Local Authorities for Sustainable Urban Development Partnership F

Component 2:

Develop specific training efforts toward Local Agenda 21 in developing countries.

Component 3:

Improve understanding and actions together with the United Nations in decentralized cooperation.

Component 4:

Develop public health competencies, especially HIV/AIDS within local authorities

Outputs/Deliverables

Component 1:

Train Local Authorities on Basic Public Environmental Services.

Regional Municipal Training Centres: A number of cities have proved to be truly outstanding examples of a sustainable city. The outstanding exemplary results have called the participants to recommend specific training actions to be undertaken for facilitating its replication and transposition throughout the concerned regions. Regional training programmes on basic public environmental services will be implemented in selected cities per region. On-Line Training: Local Authorities and local practitioners have expressed their lack of access to administrative and technical know-how related to environmental competencies, in order to assure better local public services. An Internet Portal will be designed for each environmental profession (water management, sanitation, waste management, public transport, greens areas ….) and a sub-web page will be elaborated to present the different techniques proposed by the market and implemented in different cities.

Component 2:

Develop specific training efforts toward Local Agenda 21 in developing

countries.

A la Carte Training Sessions: A la carte training sessions will aim at facilitating the social dialogue between Local Authorities and the Civil A public-private training initiative based upon the needs being identified in a series of regional seminars organised by UNITAR and UN-HABITAT in conjunction with WACLAC and the private sector.
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Society - in using different participatory consultation and consensusbuilding methodologies for definition, elaboration and implementation of local Agenda 21, and also by developing local communication tools such as multi-stakeholders’ web pages for local information. Multi-Stakeholders’ Web Pages for Local Information: Social dialogue can be considered also as the right of access to information via a top-down approach from the decision makers to the citizens, but also as a bottomup approach in order for the citizens to inform decision makers about any grass roots concerns, and also to have decision makers listen to the citizens’ concerns. Multi-stakeholders’ web pages for local information - where local technicians will be trained on web based electronic tools - will allow the diffusion of local information of general interest.

Component 3:

Improve understanding and actions together with the United Nations in decentralized cooperation.

Awareness Seminars to improve understanding and action with the United Nations in decentralized cooperation are ways for Local Authorities to better address sustainable development issues of international concern, in order to help them to better understand, master, influence and benefit locally from international legal instruments. These seminars, to be organised in Geneva with UN civil servant based in Geneva and Bonn, are designed for local authorities, territorial administrators, staff in charge of decentralised cooperation, management staff of NGOs and companies from industrialized and transition/developing countries. Four series of seminars, are proposed i.)

Understanding of International Organisations - From the Point of View of Local Actors; ii.) Local Acting with International Organizations: Human Rights, Peace and Poverty Alleviation; iii.) Local Acting with International Organizations: International Legal Instruments related to environment; iv.) Local Acting with International Organizations: Humanitarian Assistance, Natural Disaster Preparedness, Post-Crisis Reconstruction.

Component 4:

Develop public health competencies, especially HIV/AIDS within local authorities.

Cities concentrate challenges and opportunities for the fight against HIV/AIDS. The CITY AIDS project will ensure that the municipality’s constituents are able to maintain and even improve the quality of their lives in the face of AIDS. CITY AIDS project’s main objectives are: i.)To advocate in such a manner that Mayors and Local Authorities consider HIV/AIDS issues within the agenda of sustainable development of cities and urban centres; ii.) To create a network for Best Practices and experience-sharing amongst Mayors and Local Authorities; ii.)To propose appropriate strategies, methodologies and tools for AIDS-Competence development in urban settings; and; iii.) To commit at least 500 municipalities throughout the world to undertake capacity building exercises following appropriate and specific guidelines for AIDSCompetence.

Timeframe for Deliverables

2003 - 2006

Partners involved

UN (UNITAR - UN-HABITAT - UNOPS - UNDP - UNAIDS - WHO - UNECE);

Associations of Local Authorities (UTO / WACLAC - and regional / national associations of Local Authorities); Governments (European Union, France); The Private Sector (Vivendi Environnement and others under negotiation), The NGO (Global Ecovillage Network, Fondation du devenir, World Family Organization).

Partnership Commitments for Implementing Agenda 21

Contact:

 “The Public - private partnership training initiative on Sustainable Urbanization is bringing together a number of UN Agencies, Intergovernmental Bodies, Associations of Cities, NGOs and the private sector in order to develop a comprehensive

capacity building and training programme...”

Funding

Component 1: 3 000 000 $US for 2003 – 2006

Component 2: 1 000 000 $US for 2003 – 2006

Component 3: 1 000 000 $US for 2003 – 2006

Component 4: under discussion.


	


