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LOCAL CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TRAINING FOR

SUSTAINABLE URBANISATION:

A PUBLIC – PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

An initiative for training and capacity-building in the field of sustainable development Establishing a link between the global and local spheres For and with local authorities

CONTEXTE

10 years after the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, the United Nations and their member States agreed to organize the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, from the 26th of August to the 4th of September 2002.

Within the context of the Millennium Declaration, the United Nations Secretary General asserted the importance of the partnership between the United Nations and the civil society, local authorities and the private sector. Subsequently, the Secretary General of the United Nations evoked the thematic goals of the WSSD, which are Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture and Biodiversity.

The overall ambition of the WSSD is to launch, on the one hand, a plan of implementation for Agenda 21 (type 1 product), which will have been the subject of prior inter-governmental negotiations and, on the other hand, a series of partnerships to promote the development of concrete projects (type 2 product). The latter must be related to the plan of implementation and involve United Nations Agencies, governments, non-governmental organizations, the civil society and private firms.

The plan of implementation includes several explicit references to local authorities:

• § 10: upgrading slums and the major role of local authorities

• § 24: access to vital public services: water, sanitation

• § 47: strengthening health systems, including for the fight against AIDS at the local

level, resorting to the public-private partnership

• § 65: support measures for sustainable urbanization in Africa

• § 137: capacity-building programmes within the context of the HABITAT Agenda

• §149: capacity-building for local authorities and their partners at all government levels

The type 2 initiative entitled “Local Capacity-Building and Train ng for Sustainable Urbanization: a Public-Private Partnersh p” was launched by the CIFAL Programme - UNITAR International Training Centre for Local Actors, based at Divonne-les-Bains in France.

It is the outcome, with the approval of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), of collaborative work with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), the World Federation of United Cities (UTO) on behalf of the World Associations of Cities and Local Authorities Coordination (WACLAC), an international NGO (Global Ecovillage Network, Fondation du Devenir) and a multinational (Vivendi Environment). These partners agreed to organize “Regional Fora on Sustainable Urbanization”.

Regional fora were organized between December 2001 and October 2002 for Africa (Durban, December 2001), South America and the Caribbean (Curitiba, April 2002), Asia and the Pacific (Shanghai, May 2002), Europe (Lyon, July 2002) and the south bank of the

Mediterranean basin (Algiers, October 2002). Each regional forum focused on a specific topic such as water and sanitation, waste management, energy and transport, public health,

housing and local governance. The key participants at these fora were the local authorities and their partners (United Nations, cooperation institutions, city associations, NGOs…), with whom they cooperate. The four fora gathered more than 800 participants, among them mayors, presidents of regions, territorial administrations staff, representatives of Ministries, United Nations directors, academics, heads of associations, business representatives.


	


