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Partners involved

Cities/Communities: Up to 20 cities and communities in Africa, Arab States; Asia and Latin America Support Programmes: International Union of Local Authorities (IULA), World Federation of United Towns and Cities (FMCU-UTO); Metropolis; ENDA Tiers Monde; Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG); UN-HABITAT, WACLAC, national

associations of local authorities and selected local authorities. Donors: International, regional and national association of local authorities and their bilateral and multilateral donors.

Key Objectives

To mainstream city-to-city cooperation for the systematic transfer of knowledge, expertise and technology in support of sustainable urbanisation.

LA 21 Goals and Objectives

Chapter 2: International Cooperation

Chapter 3: Poverty

Chapter 7: Human Settlements

Chapter 27: NGOs

Chapter 28: Local Authorities

GA Mandates

Habitat Agenda:

Shelter for all and sustainable urban development

Millennium Declaration Goal:

Improve conditions for 100 million slum dwellers by 2020

Partnership G

Expected Results

(i) More effective and operational transfers of know-how and technology in sustainable urban development between cities and their civil society partners based on the matching of supply with demand for knowledge, expertise and experience; 

(ii) More coherent and efficient support systems for city-to-city cooperation based on collective sharing of tools, methods and support mechanisms;

(iii) Renewed mechanisms for international support programmes for south-south city-to-city cooperation, technology transfers and exchange of expertise.

Specific targets and timeframe for their

achievement

By 2004: Up to 10 documented and stakeholder-assessed pilot experiences from north-south and south-south C2C based on prior matching of supply with demand for knowledge, expertise and experience in such areas as urban environmental planning and management; urban transport and mobility, local economic development and job creation; urban water, sanitation and waste management; and urban safety. By 2006: Mid-term assessment and evaluation and organisation of donor and support programme round-table; By 2008:

Establishment and mainstreaming of new south-south C2C programmes by support programmes and donors. By 2012: Evaluation and assessment in relation of Millennium Declaration Goals

Coordination and Implementation Mechanisms

Coordination will be ensured initially by the Technical Advisory Branch of UN-HABITAT. Relevant national, regional and international city associations and their capacity-building partners will be responsible for implementation, reporting on progress to the United Nations Advisory Committee on Local Authorities. Results will be reported to, inter alia, the Governing Council of UN-HABITAT, the World Urban Forum, and intergovernmental committees responsible for inter-agency coordination.

An initiative by associations of local authorities, selected municipalities and key NGOs, illustrating the range of possibleforms of decentralised co-operation for the systematic transfer of knowledge, expertise and technology on a North-South and South-South basis.

IULA
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Envisaged Arrangements for Funding

Each national, regional or international association of local authorities and the municipalities and communities involved are responsible for mobilising their own funding with the support of other partners and of UN-HABITAT. Funding for the core programme is ensured by UNHABITAT.

Links to on-going Activities

The initiative is a new model for City-to-City cooperation based on the systematic exchange of knowledge and expertise and the transfer of technology. Links to other activities and programmes include the Best Practices and Local Leadership Programme, a global network of capacity building and policy development institutions and organisations; the UNHABITAT- UNITAR-Vivendi Training Programme for Local Authorities; the Sustainable Cities Programme of UN-HABITAT and UNEP and ongoing support mechanisms provided by, inter alia, the EU, UNDP, the World Bank, WHO, ILO, UNITAR and others.

Monitoring Arrangements

Monitoring of trends and emerging issues at the global and regional levels will be ensured by UN-HABITAT and WACLAC. Reporting of trends, emerging issues and progress will be made through, inter alia, the State of the World’s Cities report and similar flagship reports of partners.

Other relevant Information

This initiative seeks to revive south-south transfers of know-how, expertise and technology to address critical social, economic and environmental issues associated with urbanisation and globalisation. A key indicator of success will be the revival of institutional programmes and support mechanisms for South-South cooperation. It also seeks to enhance the collective efficiency of international support programmes through harmonised approaches and the systematic sharing and exchange of working tools and instruments.

The initiative is designed to work closely with other partners’ initiatives in, inter alia, Water for African and Asian cities, Learning from Best Practices, Policies and Legislation, and Training local authorities for sustainable urban development. Specifically, the initiative will match

supply with demand for the systematic transfer of knowledge, expertise and experience between cities and their civil society and private sector partners in meeting the common goals and targets of Agenda 21, the Habitat Agenda and of the Millennium Declaration.

Partnership Commitments for Implementing Agenda 21 

Expected Date of Initiation:

1 September 2002

Expected date of Completion:

indefinite

“To mainstream city-to-city cooperation

for the systematic transfer of

knowledge, expertise and technology in

support of sustainable urbanisation.”
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