	PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES INFORMATION SHEET

Name of the Partnership/Initiative

(1.2.3) ECOAGRICULTURE: Promoting Science, Practice and Policy for Land Use Systems that Jointly Increase Food Production, Reduce Rural Poverty, and Conserve Biodiversity and Ecosystem

Services. Expected date of initiation: October 2002

Main objectives of the Partnership/Initiative Goals:

To promote Science, Practice and Policy for Land Use Systems that Jointly increase Food Production, Reduce Rural Poverty, and Conserve Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services by catalysing:

Research and land-use innovation with farmers and conservationists 

Capacity building

Education and public awareness

Enabling policies

Resource mobilisation

Please also provide a brief description of the relationship of the Partnership/Initiative with the objectives of Agenda 21 as well as relevant goals and objectives of the United Nation Millennium Declaration:

Relevant International Agreements

· Convention on Biodiversity (CBD)

· Millennium Development Goals

· Convention on Combating Desertification

· Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Plant Genetic  Resources for Food and Agriculture

Relationship with the CBD

Implementation of the CBD and its provisions through national, regional and global action programmes to strengthen the integration of national biodiversity strategies and action plans into relevant cross-sectoral strategies, programmes and policies, including those related to sustainable development and poverty eradication, including initiatives which promote community-based sustainable use of biological diversity;

Relationship with the objectives of Agenda 21

Poverty eradication: Land use systems based on the sustainable utilisation of natural resources is vital for combating poverty, reducing hunger and, consequently, improving livelihoods.

Social inclusion and empowerment: Smallholder farmers and community-based organisations have a bigger role in research priority setting and determining the merits of research findings, enabling research to be based on local knowledge, local land/ resource management systems and participatory models for collaboration.

Good Governance: Institutions responsible for agriculture and environment coordinate more closely and effectively, and are mutually supporting.

Gender equity: Promote agricultural landscapes that conserve strategic natural habitats for biodiversity of particular importance for livelihood security of women, landless and low-income households.

Relevant excerpts from the WSSD Plan for Implementation:

(j) Transfer basic sustainable agricultural techniques and knowledge, including natural resource management, to small and medium-scale farmers, fishers and the rural poor, especially in developing countries, including through multi-stakeholder approaches and public-private partnerships aimed at increasing agriculture production and food security;

23. ‘Managing the natural resources base in a sustainable and integrated manner is essential for sustainable development. To reverse the current trend in natural resource degradation as soon as possible, it is necessary to implement strategies which should include targets adopted at the national and, where appropriate, regional levels to protect ecosystems and to achieve integrated management of land, water and living resources, while strengthening regional, national and local capacities’ A more efficient and coherent implementation of the three objectives of the CBD and the achievement by 2010 of a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biological diversity will require the provision of new and additional financial and technical resources to developing countries and includes actions at all levels…’, especially 

(d) Implement the Convention and its provisions, including active follow-up of its work programmes and decisions through national, regional and global action programmes, in particular the national biodiversity decisions through national, regional and global action programmes, in particular the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and strengthen their integration into relevant cross-sectoral strategies, programmes and policies, including those related to sustainable development and poverty eradication, including initiatives which promote community-based sustainable use of biological diversity;

(e) Promote the wide implementation and further development of the ecosystem approach, as being elaborated in the ongoing work of the Convention;

(h) Provide financial and technical support to developing countries, including capacity-building, in order to enhance indigenous and community-based biodiversity conservation efforts;

(j) Subject to national legislation, recognize the rights of local and indigenous communities who are holders of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, and, with the approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices, develop and implement benefit-sharing mechanisms on mutually agreed terms for the use of such knowledge, innovations and practices;

Expected Results:

1. An international conference of ecoagriculture innovators

2. Support for on-going ecoagriculture field projects or community based initiatives

3. Identification and publicize communities managing successful ecoagriculture systems

4. Promotion of ecoagriculture education, training and capacity building

5. Promotion of information dissemination and thus public awareness of the potentials of

ecoagriculture

Specific targets of the Partnership/Initiative and timeframe for their achievement:

Establishment of an interim secretariat at the Future Harvest Foundation (Established Oct. 2002) Ecoagriculture Partners will undertake 7 key activities between January 2003 and December 2005:

Organise a Partner Planning Workshop (February 2003 at IUCN Headquarters, Switzerland)

Establish a permanent secretariat providing strategic leadership, coordination and public awareness functions (Spring 2003)

Develop and manage an ecoagriculture information service

Organise an international experts conference of Ecoagriculture Innovators (Early 2004)

Commission synthesis papers on key topics relating to the integration of agriculture and biodiversity conservation 

Manage a competitive small grants program for field-level collaboration between agriculturalists and conservationists for ecoagricutlure innovation in selected hotspots for biodiversity and rural poverty 

Manage a small grants program to support thematic workshops and development of training materials on ecoagriculture



	


