	Partnerships, Initiatives, to strengthen the implementation of Agenda 21

Preliminary Information 

Name of the partnership/initiative 

· The Social, Environmental, and Economic Challenges, Benefits, 

      and Opportunities of Organic Agriculture.
          Partners involved:

· Governments: Ministry of Environment of Dominican Republic

· Major Groups: NGOs: ISSER (International Sustainable Social Economic Responses) and its network of experts; Physicians for Social Responsibility

Leading Partner: ISSER/Physicians for Social Responsibility

Main objectives of the Partnership: ( in relation to A 21, and to the Millennium Declaration)

 1) To provide capacity building and transfer of know-how to decision makers and other major groups in the Dominican Republic on: organic agriculture`s

principles and practices to foster long term sustainable food production, health, revitalize rural development and conserve natural resources. 

2) Sharing lessons learned and promote information exchange on cultivation  methods, information on marketing, trade, development or improvement of an appropriate legislative framework, certification and other mechanisms to ensure implementation and enforcement of organic agriculture at the local and country level. 

3) Preparatory work: Identifying country's additional interests and needs.
Expected results:

1) Partners, decision makers and participants will acquire knowledge, and exchange information on vital areas of food production, including research, marketing, health and sustainable rural development;

2) the creation of a network that will provide assistance and counsel to farmers, particularly small scale farmers, and women farmers;

3) undertake collaborative efforts involving the government, and its ministries, communities, and others to develop strategies that will place emphasis on

ecological-organic sustainable agriculture and will support the rural poor.

4) research with an international organization such as INSTRAW if it were possible, and/or with universities on issues to be decided upon by all participants.

            Specific targets of the Partnership and timeframe for their achievement.

           Preparatory work and capacity building program:  three months

           Coordination and Implementation mechanism

Provide a brief description of expected coordination/implementation mechanism of the partnership/initiative.         

Partnership provides for training, informational support, guidance for institutional strengthening and capacity building measures. Coordination between ISSER and representatives of the Ministry of Environment of the Dominican Republic will be ongoing until delivery of the program. 

             Arrangements for funding:

Expected sources of funding for the implementation of the Partnership: Partners, in collaboration, will seek funding among: donor governments, international organizations, financial institutions, foundations, private sector, and other major groups.

Provide a brief description of expected arrangements for technology transfer 

This initiative will transfer know how on integrated aspects of organic farming practices, benefits, challenges and opportunities in the global economy.

Links of Partnership with on-going sustainable development activities at the international and or regional level. Describe.

The initiative will link ISSER`s network of scientists, women, farmers, educators, consumers, with the activities of the Ministry of Environment of the 

Dominican Respublic.

ISSER has followed up several educational and capacity building programs initiated by the MOA Foundation of Japan.

Monitoring arrangements: 

Describe expected arrangements for monitoring of progress in the implementation of Partnerships after it will be launched at the WSSD.

eg:  frequency; modalities of preparation of progress reports; electronic updates, news letters, etc.)

· Progress reports and electronic updates among all relevant participants

at the onset of the program, and monthly reports thereafter;

· A website will be created for this partnership.



	


