Information is what makes the world turn.  This may seem like a bold statement, but it is quite evident in our ever-progressing society.  In the world today, information is an important aspect in almost every part of our life. From finding an individuals phone number, to what the weather will be like for the coming week, to new advancements in technology and medicine, we depend on accurate information in our daily lives.  


In today’s society, one primary form is obtaining information is through the internet and file sharing.  
“Every day, millions of computer users share files online. Whether it is music, games, or software, file-sharing can give people access to a wealth of information. You simply download special software that connects your computer to an informal network of other computers running the same software. Millions of users could be connected to each other through this software at one time. The software often is free and easily accessible.” (http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/alerts/sharealrt.htm)

With the advancement of technology and the maturation of the internet, sharing information has become a simple, every day task.  File sharing, in a sense, has revolutionized the internet.

The sharing of files, particularly music files, over the internet or over a network has become a hot topic for debate in recent years.  In its simplest form, file sharing is basically the exchange of information between users.  Over the recent years, file sharing has exploded into today’s world and has stirred up many battles between recording artists, record companies, and sharing on networks.  The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) has filed countless numbers of lawsuits against users who allegedly shared copyrighted music files over the internet. The RIAA announced plans to sue more file-sharers and introduced an act to grant pardon to the file-sharers who the RIAA has not yet identified or sued.  The RIAA claims that the music fans have engaged in illegal direct copyright infringement.  
The first and revolutionary file sharing network was known as Napster.  This peer-to-peer program took an unexpecting music community, (and soon enough, the United States) by storm.  Shawn Fanning was a student at a college in Boston when he was working as an intern at his Uncle’s online gaming company.  There he was able to develop what would soon become an internet phenomenon.  As Napster grew across America, invading colleges and homes, bans were soon set into place agaisnt using the program.  Legal issues soon followed Napster’s instant success and they were forced to shut down.  From a legal perspective, any file-trading of copyrighted music is illegal. This is why the recording industry won its case against Napster, a company that allowed people to trade copyrighted music over its network.  (http://hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey/00/35/index2a_page4.html?tw=multimedia)

Laws, rules, and regulations are made to serve and protect the citizens of the United States, not limit their happiness and enjoyment.  The Recording Industry Association of America needs to realize that the copyright law is broken.

Our current copyright rule makes criminals out of file sharers, which is a travesty, and an injustice to all music lovers. (www.eff.org/share/) 
Congress has given record companies and copyright labels expanded subpoena authority. This in turn means that whether or not a user has ever used a file-sharing program, the recording industry or the copyright holder can easily gain access to your personal information, without any special notification from a judge.  This is truly a wrong done unto the music loving community.  Users should be able to exchange music at their leisure.  Though some limitations should be placed on sharing to help regulate users and not allow the network to get out of hand.  For example, users should not be able to operate a server that allows other users to download songs off of that server.   (www.eff.org/share/)
Since Napster was forced to shut down its operation, many other peer to peer file swapping services have sprung up and are still effectively running.  The RIAA is aiming to force these services to shut down but these companies have a viable argument.  Peer to peer means there's no central server to serve the injunction to, the lawyers don't have anybody or anything to rout.  Peer-to-peer means people to people, stringing PC's together with out a center.   Therefore there is no illegality associated with this process. 

There are over 60 million people in the United States who use file sharing.   That is more than the number of people who voted for our current President.  I believe that a happy medium can be met by both sides so that record companies and artists will not be getting the short end of the stick, and that music lovers can enjoy the freedom of file sharing.  Peer-to-peer services are that happy medium, but recording companies and artists are too insatiable to allow for file sharing to continue without any sort of monetary compensation.  But, on the other hand, a limit should be put on the use of peer-to-peer sharing; file sharers should not abuse the luxury of this service.  Music is a force that almost no human can resist.  It is meant to be enjoyed by all, and not to be restricted.  
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