e
\‘___‘

'\\ / \\ //

July-August 2004 — Published by Progressive Episcopalians of Pgtsbu¥ol. 1, No. 5

Diocese diverts  Church awaits Lambeth'call

fU ndS from ECUSA During the summer of 2003, Epis- provinces of thénglican Communion

i i copalians anxiously anticipated the conimay relate to one another in situations
tO dISSIdent grOUpS secration of Gene Robinson as Bishopvhere the ecclesiastical authorities of
of New Hampshire — it was on June 7one province feel unable to maintain the
that the Diocese elected Robinson, oriullness of communion with another
August 6 that his election was ratified part of theAnglican Communion.”

“For where your teasue is, thee
will your heart be also.”
(Matthew 6:21)

by the churcls General Convention, Over recent months, Episcopa-
As it turns its heart away from the and on November 2 that he was finallylians andAnglicans on both sides of the
Episcopal Church USA, the Episcopalconsecrated. issue have bombarded the commission
Diocese of Pittsbgh is diverting its This summerEpiscopalians anx- with advice on how it should deal with
money from the national church, imple-jously await a report by the Lambeththe conflict.
menting a plan to support dissident or Commission, the body createdAwgh- PEPspoke up earlyin a letter of

ganizations like thanglican Commun-  pishop of Canterbury Rowanilliams ~ February 10 to the commission.
ion Network headed by Bishop Robertto plot a course through the furor cre-  Bishop RobeV. Duncan and his
W. Duncan. ated by Bishop Robinsamnkelection. allies had their say at a mid-June hear
As reported in the July issue of  The commission, composed of 17ing held by the commission at the
Trinity, the Diocesan magazine, 42 con-anglican prelates and other leaderskanuga Conference Center in North
gregations in the diocese have redifrom around the world, was assignedCarolina.
rected some or all of their assessmentgy report on “the legal and theological ~ Archbishop Robin EameAngli-
for the national church to other minis-jmplications flowing from the decisions can Primate ofll Ireland and the com-
tries of their choosingAmong that of the Episcopal Church (USA) to electmission chairman, has said he expects
group, 22 parishes have authorized thg priest in a committed same sex relathe commission to complete its work
Diocesan Council and Bishop Duncantjonship as one of its bishops, and oby the end of September and to deliver
to allocate their contributions, totaling the Diocese of NewVestminster its report toArchbishopwilliams prior
more than $26,000. (Canada) to authorize a services for useo mid-October meetings of the other
The redirected funds are adar in connection with same sex unions.” primates and thénglican Consultative
portion of the total of $234,024 that ~ The commission was further Council. What will follow then is
Continued on Page 2 chaged with proposing “ways in which anybodys guess and/or prayer

PEPto Lambeth: dissidents #aiten chuch’s ‘integrity’

In a letter to the Lambeth Commis-in developing théAmericanAnglican  dent Lionel DeimelVice Presidents
sion “in witness to the situation of Epis- Council (ACC) and the Network 8n-  Joan Gundersen and Christopher
copalians within the Diocese of Pitts-glican Communion Dioceses and ParWwilkins, and Rachel Nicholson, then
burgh,” the Progressive Episcopaliansishes (NACDP) as proposed replacechair of the PERtrategy Committee.
of Pittsbugh advised the commission ments for the ECUSA. . . &\believe PEP5 February 10 letter addressed
that dissident groups led by Bishopthat theAAC’s and the NACDR' ac- specific questions posed by the
Robertw. Duncan “threaten the integ- tions, not those of the ECUSA or theLambeth Commission. In reply to a
rity” of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of Canada, threatenquery what legal and theological impli-
worldwideAnglican Communion. the integrity of our provinces and of the cations flow from ECUSHA election of

“As you know” PEPS letter stated, entire Communion.” a gay bishop and the decision of the dio-
“leaders of this diocese have been key  The letter was signed by PEP Presi- Continued on Page 3



Diocese divertS fundS from ECUSA 4 One-third “to theAnglican

' ) ) _ ~ Communion Network to be used to sup-
Continued fom Page 1 tion to ratify the election of a gay priest port the development of the Convoca-

parishes in the diocese pledged for theiais bishop of New Hampshire. tions and the work of the Convocational
national and international assessments  According to Trinity, Battle peans which will be matched one-to-
during 2004. Brown, president of the Diocesanyy by theAmericanAnglican Coun-
In effect, the redirection plan is the Council, said that the funds to be allo-gj;  »
dioceses way of putting its money cated by the council and Bishop Duncan o o g st theAnglican Glo-
where its mouth is — shunning anywill be divided equally among three
church entity that has supported thegroups — “the convocations of the
decision of last ye&s General Conven- Anglican Communion Networldngli-

bal Mission Partners for the support of
mission priorities around the world.”

can provinces in the two-thirds world, ¢ One-th|r_d ‘to the Replacement
and the ebrts ofAnglican missionary Tund of théAnglican Communion Net-
organizations.” work for su_pport of provmmal_suppgrt
alk/ “Each of these ministry areas hasStTUCtures in the global south imperiled
a lage funding gap due to the change&y the ?,urrent crisis in the Episcopal
Pittsburgh, an organization of clergy and " theAQg_Ilcan Communion and |_nd|- Chu-rfhhe. “convocations” that are to ben-
laypeople committed to unity and diversity vidual giving pattgrns,” Brown_sald. efit from one-third of the funds are
in the Episcopal Church, USA, and of the The new funding system first took

Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh. shape in a resolution by the Speciaf’0UPINgs Of parishes whose dioceses

Diocesan Convention last Septembef@ve not dfliated with the Network.
There is one non-geographical convo-
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m ; 27. In one of six resolutions challeng- """ g )
40 Vn\xﬂlsggﬁgnpilggggg’ #1o9 ing the actions of the General Convencation: Forward in Faith North
tion, delegates voted: America, the ultrz_aconservatlve group
Officers “As a consequence of the Generafhat opposes ordination of women as
Lionel Deimel Convention apostasy and in responsé/€ll s gays. o
President to the present pastoral ergency Angllcan Global Mission I_Dartners,
Joan Gundersen thereby created, this Special ConvenPenéficiary of the second third of the
Vice President, Policy and Planning tion also directs that no assessmeriinds, is the Network'replacement for
Christopher Wilkins funds received from parishes for work "€ Episcopal Partnership for Global
Vice President, Operations beyond the diocese any longer be serfission, Whlch_was created b_y the Epis-
Jennifer Sinclair to the Domestic and Foreign Mission-¢0Pal Church in 2000 to guide global
Secretary ary Society (the Episcopal Church inMission e1f9rts that date chk to 18_35.
Gordon D. Fisher the United $ates ofAmerica), and The D|oces_an Coun(_:|l resolution
Treasurer henceforth be diverted, as Bishop andVaS adopted with one dissent, by the

Rev. Dr. Moni Mcintyre, priest-in-

Council shall see fit, to thogenglican :
or Episcopal missionary agencies, dio-hage at Holy Cross Episcopal Church

I5r_1 Homewood.

Committees:

Strategy
Acting chair, Joan Gundersen ceses, and structures that serve to u

hold and propagate the historic Faith

Legal -
and Orderespecially to those orthodox .
Research & Communication missionary works adverselyfatted by EWC Celebratlon
Chair, Cheri Cunningham reduced national church resources.” The Episcopal ChurckVomen
Publicity The resolution was approved by 71(EWC) Pittsbugh Chapter will hold its
Chair, Charles Robideau percent of the convention delegates. fourth annual celebration &omens
Development The system described by Brown isMinistries on FridaySeptember 24, at
Chair, Diane Duntley in line with a resolution slated to comeSt. Brendan$ Episcopal Church,
Ecclesiastical before théAnnual Diocesan Convention McAleer and Rochester Roads,
Chair, Mary Roehrich in NovemberThat resolution, proposed Franklin Park.
Membership by the councik finance committee, was The RevMargaret Rose, director
Chair, Wanda Guthrie approved by the full council at its last of womens ministries for the Episco-
meeting June The resolution provides pal Church, USA, will speak during an
Publicity Committee members the following system for the council to inclusive litugy celebrating women and
and PEPtalk staff: follow in distributing funds that par their ministriesThe program, to begin
Cynthia Bronson Sweigert, Kathy ishes divert to the diocese from the naat 7:30 p.m., opens a continuing recog-
Connor, Chris Cosby, Reed Powell, Carol | tional and international portions of their nition of the 30th anniversary of
Ruderer, Diane Styles, Doug Styles. assessments: womens ordination.
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Do YoU TAKE THIS WoMAN

ME?EHKf ngg, To HAVE

2] , FoR BETTER 0R
WORSE, FoR RICHER oR éERRPaﬂﬁgr
IN SICKMESS ANDIN HEALTH--

EVEN IF TwWo GAY PECPLE
GET MARRIER

SOMEWHERE -~

Leaders wyed: ‘emulate Chris#’love’
that all parties step back from the usePEP tO Lambeth

of combative language and from pre- -

other like-minded groups, addressed theipitate action, especially threats andcontinued fom Page 1

Lambeth Commission in a July 16 let-ultimatums, in order to sit at table with cese of NeviWestminster (in Canada)
ter signed on behalf of the group byone anotheiVe hear cries of pain and to authorize services to bless same-sex
hurt, but the truth is that when they areunions, PER letter advised:

Via Media USA(VMUSA), the
new nationwide alliance of PERd 1

ChristopheWilkins, PEPvice presi-

dent and PER' delegate on the cloaked with threats, there is almost no

VMUSA steering committeelhe let-
ter stated, in part:

media is a powerful part of oAngli-

comprehension for the sake of truth.” hearts, minds, and spirits diretile

seeks to find the highest level of pos-
sible communion we might share, it
might start with such anfaimation.

“The present atmosphere, how-
ever is the worst possible one for mak-
ing international polityln the absence
of any polity making one in reaction to
specific incidents is counterproductive
in the long runThe actions of the U.S.
and Canadian Churches may have
pushed us to this place, but a reactive
single-issue polity decision will not
move us to the lger discussion we
must haveWe would invite the leaders
of those who feel aggrieved, especially
those who feel aggrieved on behalf of
God, to ofer leadership by emulating
Christ’s sacrificial love.”

“Neither decision has any legal

chance to resolve the most importanimplications or threatens core doctrines.
guestion of whether or not people ofEach was taken according to the can-
“YMUSA believes that the via the same faith can abide with each otheons and constitution of the respective
through their diferencesVMUSA
can heritage: not a ‘compromise for thetrusts that everyone, in this moment offul discussion and debate, and with a
sake of peace,’ but, as the collect forcontroversybelieves in and loves Jesusmajority in favor Each was generous

the feast of Richard Hooker reads, ‘aand is seeking to serve him as theitoward the oppositiof.he NACDR by

province after long, open, and prayer

contrast, threatens both governance as

“Finding the via media requires would hope that, as the Commissiorwell as the core of our faith.”

Duncan to Lambeth: ‘Return ECU3#&Anglicanism’

Bishop Roberw. Duncan, leader that the endpointis ‘reconciliation’ (i.e., and

Democracy and Hugo

of dissident groups threatening to split'submission’).”Bishop Duncan also Blankingship, legal advisor to the
the Episcopal Church, told the Lambethcalled for “some form of discipline of AmericanAnglican Council.

Commission that “schism” has alreadyECUSAsuficient to return it to recog-

occurred and that “the minority in North
America is at one with the majority of

tianity.”

nizableAnglicanism.”

Blankingship was the lawyer in
1995-96 for the group of ten bishops

Bishop Duncars appearance be- who accused Bishdpalter C. Righter
the Communion and with the undividedfore the commission was reported in awith heresy for ordaining a gay man as
voice of evangelical and catholic Chris-press release from tAenericanAngli-

can Council and thenglican Commun-

a deacon in the Diocese of Newark in
1990. Blankingship and his clients lost

Addressing members of the com-ion Network (formerly named the Net- that case as the Ecclesiastical Court of
mission at a June 15 hearing at thevork of Anglican Communion Dio- nine bishops who would have tried the
Kanuga Conference Center at Northceses and Parishes), which Duncapresentment against Bishop Righter
Carolina, Bishop Duncan asked “thatleads with the title of moderator
Accompanying Bishop Duncan ments from each side — that Bishop
the aggressive and uncompromisingvere four other dissident leaders, in-Righter's action violated no Episcopal
innovators who insist, under plans likecluding Diane Knippers, president of doctrine or canon, and that the ajer
delegated episcopal pastoral oversighthe conservative Institute on Religionof heresy therefore had no merit.

the minority not be forced to submit to

decided — after hearing lengthygar
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Spiritual Maturity Needed

The following letter originally appead in the July 25 Anyone who claims that scripture is clear and does not
issue ofThe Living Church. need interpretation is naive at béstyone who claims that

The gap between the liberal and conservative agend g/she doesp“lntgrpret” scripture in Qrder to develop her/
is theology is being less than candid.

on the political spectrum in this country igaably as wide ; : . . .
P P y'8 y There is an alternative to schism. Its name is humility

as it has ever beeYet | hear little talk of splitting the coun- There i ich in Christian theol led di
try into two separate countries where each faction could have ere is a richness in Christian theololtls called diver

its one ideological way without opposition from those WhOSIty' Let's begin to honor both humility and diversity
disagree.

| find it both interesting and perplexing that so many
seem to think that the Episcopal Church is on thgevef
collapse because its conservative and liberal factions are con-
tinuing to identify theological topics over which to disagree.
There is no reconciliation for this “broken church” exceptqr — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

(The Rev) Ken Bordner
<. Sephens Church
Rochester; N.Y

Christ, reports one more correspondent with the startlinp . . _i
revelation that the opposing sides are never going to ange Interested INn Iearnlng |
on the current sexuality issud$ig Living Chuth, June 27].

| agree that Christ is the reconcilbut | find it decid- | more abOUt PEP? |
edly melodramatic to claim that the current squabble over Please fill out and mail this form :
sheleJaIity isﬁ\;maggdd(()jn —_Ithe final confrontation between and we will send you information and |
the forces of good and evil. o .

Come on,gfolks! Les have at least a semblance of spiri-| an application for membership. |
tual maturity in our discourse. Since when is agreement tHe Name |
goal? | |

All theology is speculativéAll knowledge of God and | Address |
God's wishes for creation is incomplegdl.claims to be the | |
only faithful remnant are arrogarithe new ingredient in |
this modern era of the diversity of Christian theological opin] _ |
ion is the utter arrogance of absolute certainty | Parish |

| Phone (Home__Work___?) [
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