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Civil Rights in the Pittsbwh Diocese PEP challenges
‘ ’ .
From the Back of the Bus’ non-canonical
By Moni Mclntyr e confirmations
The RevDr. Moni Mclntye is priest-in-chage of The To Bishop Roberw. Duncan, a
Church of the Holy Grss in Homewood and an elected mem- confirmation service in a church of the
ber of the Diocesan Council of the PittsprDiocese. This Episcopal Diocese of Pittshgir led by
article was published in the June 13 issueAghpe the bi- a bishop of the Reformed Episcopal
weekly publication of CalvgrEpiscopal Chuwh. Church represented “a small step to-

_ _ . wards reconciliation” between two
In my capacity as representativetory isGood to Geat: Why Some Com- hurches that remain separate while

from DistrictVII (made up of congre- panies Make the Leap . . . and Other%haring the name “Episcopalian.”
gations in the city of Pittsbgh) to Di- Dont by Jim Collins (Harper 2001). To the Progressive Episcopalians of
ocesan Council, | attended the over ~ Waisner began by commenting thatpittshugh, the service attSMichaels
night retreat for Diocesan Leadershipthe book was “theologically sound$ 5t thevalley in Ligonier represented a
atAntiochianVillage in Ligoniey 23-  a theologian, | found that curious, es+|oyting of the Episcopal Churchton-
24 May The participants for the meet- pecially since it was neither meant tostjtytion and canons, which forbid
ing included members of theaBiding  be a theological book nor are God orgleryy from churches not in commun-
Committee, the Board dfrustees, the  theological definitions and principles jon with the Episcopal Church to ad-
Diocesan Council and the diocesaraddressed. Even the endorsements fQpinister sacraments in an Episcopal
staf. Seven white women and 38 whitethe book come from such sources agprch.

men were present. Cynthi#aisney Fortune,The Wall Street Journal and “We have now seen a new kind of
who worked with the Diocese for three FinancialTimes.As Waisner listed the ;ig|ation of church law from conserva-
years to prepare for the coming ofFortune 500 companies which wereijye schismatics in the Episcopal
Bishop Henry Scriven, facilitated the among the book’case studies, one par chyrch,” said PEP President Lionel

meeting. ticipant noted that two of the eleven hadpeimel. “In March, we saw confirma-
The “textbook” for the meeting and been indictedMNaisner claimed that this tjons by bishops of the Episcopal
for the current phase of diocesan his- Continued on Page 2 Church in circumstances unapproved

by the bishop with jurisdiction. Now we
see confirmations approved by the

PEPmemberS ratifWia Media Union bishop with jurisdiction, but by a bishop

PEP members voted unanimouslydia USAwas unanimous. For steey Ot allowed by the canons to act within
to ratify PEP$ afiliation with the ing committee representative, PEp and on behalf of the Episcopal Church.
newly formedVia Media USAand members chose amoWdlkins, PEP _The controversy |_nvolved the VISt
selected Christopheilkins, vice President Lionel Deimel and Jogn (@tion of Bishop Daniel Cox, a retired
president for operations, as PEP’ Gundersen, vice president for poligy 2ishop of the Reformed Episcopal
representative on théa Media steer ~ and planning, giving Christopher tHe €hurch, on May 9 attSMichaels,
ing committee. most votes. Wher_e he celebrated the E_uch_arlst and

The voting was conducted by e-  “l am grateful, and humbled, tp confirmed 13 adult parishioners.
mail, in a special on-line process sethave received your support and cdn- BiShop Coxs visitation had been pro-
up by Sue Boulden, then PERiem-  fidence and will serve with pride ds P0sed by the Redames B. Simons of
bership chair PEPS representative to tMUSA | St Michaels and approved by Bishop

Sixty-eight members votedhe ~ Steering Committee,” Christophdr Duncan. Bishop Cox acted in place of
vote to join other groups Mia Me-  said in an e-mail to PEP members Continued on Page 3
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‘From the Back of the Bus’

Continued fom Page 1

strengths of the Diocese of Pittsphr
areTrinity Episcopal School for Min-
ered.”The title of this article is a refer istry, sending out missionaries, leading

point was not relevant to our discussionence to one of those ideas, which the revolution in the Episcopal Church,
The authots opening salvo is author describes as “FiMtho . . . then orthodoxAnglican education, and -or

“Good is the enemy of great.” He notesWhat?” He maintains that for angar

daining Level 5 leaders for and from

further: “We believe that almost any nization to be great it must first get theother dioceses.

organization can substantially improveright people on the bus, and the wrong
its stature and performance, even bepeople of the bus.Then the right

In his concluding comments at the
retreat, Bishop Duncan described the

come great, if it conscientiously appliespeople must occupy the right seats andiocese as “the center of orthodox
the framework of ideas we’ve uncov- decide where the bus should be drivenAnglicanism in NorthAmerica.” He
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Moreover we must carefully examine pointed out, howevethat there are two
how much engy we are going to put visions for the church in the Diocese,
into keeping all the people on the bus.and that since these two visions (one
Keeping in mind that this is being “orthodox,” the other not) are not con-
used as a paradigm for the Diocese, ihected, it is hard to move from good to
is clear that “the wrong people” in this great in this way
Diocese are those of us who do not sup- “We are at an epochal moment,” the
port the direction in which the Diocesebishop added. “It is defining for
is going, such as itsfilfation with the ~ Anglicanism and the Diocese.”
Network ofAnglican Communion Dio- As in Collins’book, the bishop de-
ceses and Parishes, its refusal to suglared, “in the Bible, Jesus gets the right
port the national church, and its posi-people on the bus first.” He described
tion, as articulated in resolutions passethe lawsuit initiated by Calvary and
by diocesan convention, that it is notjoined by $. Sephens, Wilkinsburg,
bound, in certain matters of faith andas an action taken for the purpose of
ordet by the Constitution and Canons*“grinding down” the work of the Dio-
of the Episcopal Church. cese, and that it is serving to impede
The fact that many of us are con-the progress of the Reformation of the
sidered to be in the back of the bus, oEpiscopal Church to which he is com-
more correctlyoff the bus entirelyis  mitted.
underscored by Bishop Duncamom- We in this Diocese who have been
ments in his recent pastoral letter to theelegated to the back of the bus now
Diocese: find our new patron saint in Rosa Louise
“There are some among us  Parks, a black seamstress, who, a half
who are completely opposedto  century ago in Montgomerflabama,
the direction of the Diocese ...  refused to give up her seat on the bus
Further the scandal of two con- to a white manThe Montgomery bus
gregations suing their bishops  boycott ensued. Faced with economic
and members of the Diocesan ruin, the bus company relented and
leadership . . . have been media changed the laws so that blacks could
grist in the press, on television  sitanywhere they wanted to on the bus.
and over the internet.” Itis for good reason that Mrs. Parks
has often been called “the mother of the
Other marks of greatganizations, Civil Rights Movement.” It may well
according to Collins, are the necessitybe that even as our bishop launches
for “Level Five Leaders,” whom he de- what he calls “a second Protestant Ref-
scribes as ruthless, and the impositiomrmation,” we may well have to launch
of a culture of disciplineThe author another civil rights movement, this time
opines that “political correctness can ban the church.
the enemy of disciplined thought; we My reading of the Bible is that Jesus
cant please everybodyCollins also consistently made it clear to the self-
believes that “the key is to understandighteous Pharisees that the outcasts
what your oganization can be the best(tax collectors, prostitutes and Samari-
in the world at.” tans among others) would get on the bus
The consensus was that among thé& heaven before them.
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PEP Cha”enges Conflrmatlons cancelled because World War II!”

] Bishop Duncars decision came
Continued fom Page 1 spread all across the Episcopalunder fire from a customary alliyhe
Bishop Duncan, who had been schedChurch.” Living Chuch, an independent news
uled to perform the confirmations on  The Bishop also posted a statemeninagazine covering events in the Epis-
May 9 but was called to Jordan whereon the Diocesan website, contendingcopal Church. In an editorial, “A
he ordained a missionary priest of thethat his permission for Bishop Cex’ Strange Decision,” in its June 6 issue,
Diocese of Pittsbgh. visit “was faithful to a decades-long The Living Chuch observed:

In aletter to Bishop Duncan on May effort by Episcopalians and members  “We supported the Rt. ReRobert
14, PEPPresident Deimel anWlice of the Reformed Episcopal Church toDuncan when he criticized Presiding
Presidents Joan Gundersen and Chrigieal a 131-yeanld breach in thén-  Bishop FrankT. Griswold for partici-
topheWilkins noted that since the Re- glican family” pating in the New Hampshire consecra-
formed Episcopal Church was formed  Rev Simons, in a letter to parishio- tion. Howevey this latest decision by
in 1873, it has never been in commun-ers in the € Michaels newsletteThe  Bishop Duncan undermines his call for
ion with the Episcopal Church. Trumpet explained that Bishop Dun- repentance from otheré/hen he uni-

“While we might all desire to see a cans office had provided a list of re- laterally takes a controversial stand
time in which our churches are in full tired Episcopal bishops who could per against the plain language of a reason-
communion, we must recognize thatform the confirmations and whose ex-able canon, Bishop Duncan not only
this is not such a time. None of us, therepenses would be paid by the diocese.undercuts his credibility as a critic of
fore, should act as though thefeif “This seemed to me to be an ex-unilateralism, he also risks being per
ences between these two churches dpense the diocese didmecessarily ceived as someone who is willing to
not exist or no longer matteeven if need to incur and so | began to explorégnore all ecclesiastical laWv
we have the noblest pastoral intent irthe possibility of Bishop Daniel Cox of The Living Chuch editorial elicited
so doing."The letter continued: the RE Church coming. Bishop Coxa feisty reply from Robert Devlin, the

“Itis our understanding that allow- lives in Baltimore, a three-hour drive diocesan chancellowho agued that
ing Bishop Cox to dfciate at $. from . Michaels. Bishop Cox was the Ligonier event “is controversial pri-
Michael’s is contrary to the constitution available and Bishop Duncan approvednarily in the eyes of those who fear
and canons of this church and representsis coming and sent him a letter of in-Bishop Duncan as an internationally
a failure on your part to conform to thevitation.” Simons added: respected defender of orthodox faith,
doctrine, discipline and worship of the  “I saw this as an opportunity to and continually seek to attack him on
Episcopal church. . . .@believe that model what Jesus talked about in theany pretext.”
your actions demonstrate a pattern ofil7th Chapter of Johithere his prayer Devlin also maintained that the
continuing indiference to the constitu- was that the church might be one an¢anon in question “is cast as an expec-
tion and canons of the Episcopalthat we not be divided into separate entation, not as a command — ‘it is ex-
Church, and that your support of oth-tities. This was to be a symbol of rec- pected that. ..” So itis essentially guid-
ers showing similar disrespect for theonciliation and unityThere was no po- ance rather than lavAnd the canon
order of the church are unworthy of alitical motivation behind it.” clearly contemplates that ‘any person
bishop or other minister The debate continued when Bishopwho received the laying on of hands (by

Bishop Duncan, in a May 27 reply Duncan cane to Calvary Episcopal any Bishop in apostolic succession)’ is
to the PEPRfficers, noted that unity of Church on May 23 to confirm\s re-  validly confirmed.”
the church has been one of PERE- ported in Calvang newsletterAgape Devlin’s response brought an
peatedly expressed concerns.” the bishop led an adult forum, at whichequally feisty rebuttal from the Rev

“It was that unity that | had sought he was asked by Gordon FisherLynn Chester Edwards, PERhaplain,
to serve in giving permission for this Calvary’s junior warden and PE®’ in a letter toThe Living Church.
exceptional confirmationAs to pres- treasuerwhy he had authorized the  “To be sure,” RevEdwards said,
byters of other Christian denominationsLigonier confirmations. “The Book of Common Prayer says that
serving on the sthfof an Episcopal “The Bishop reported that he hadthe Sacramental rite of Confirmation is
congregation, the practice is quite com-done so only after duly conferring with only ‘expected,’ not ‘required,” but if
mon across the Church. Such individu-his Chancellgi Agapereported. “He the Sacramental Rite of Confirmation
als serve as ‘ecumenical associates,” a@so indicated that he felt justified in is going to be celebrated, then the Can-
clearly continuing members of the de-his action because the bishop of Eawns REQUIRE that the Bishop perform-
nominations from which they come, andClaire (Wisconsin) had intended to ing the Sacramental Rite be a Bishop
are licensed to serve within the limitsbring up the matter of full communion of this Church or in Communion with
the local bishop consents to permit. Iwith the Reformed Episcopal Churchthis Church. . . .that’the clear state-
cannot imagine you would seek to re-at a Lambeth Conference scheduled tenent of the languag@ny other intex
verse this practice which is so wide-take place in about 1939, but which wagpretation is impossible.”
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. . The resolution was approved with only one dissenting
Convention resolutions vote, by the Re\Dr. Moni Mclntyre, priest-in-chae at Holy
COU”C” OKS fundS to Network- Cross Episcopal Church in Homewood.

]

The “Convocations” that are to receive one-third of the

hedges on support of ECUSA funds are geographical groupings of parishes whose dio-

; ) ) ceses have notféfated with the Network. Each convoca-
and ordination of women prleStﬁon covers multiple states and dioceses, such as Mid-Atlan-
tic, Southeast, dVestern.

Delegates to the 139#mnual Convention of the Pitts- One non-geographical convocation is “Forward in Faith
burgh Diocese will be asked to approve a plan for rediregtorth America,” the ultraconservative group that opposes
tion of funds from the Episcopal Church USA to the Netordination of womerThe “dean” of Forward in Faith is the
work ofAnglican Communion Dioceses and Parishes headggy David Moyer the Philadelphia-Area priest who was
by Bishop RobertVv. Duncan. deposed by Bishop Charles Bennison for refusing to allow

It is also likely that the delegates will not be asked tghe bishop to preach or administer sacraments in his church.
support resolutions declaring support for the Episcopgbllowing his deposition in 2002, ReMoyer was embraced
Church USA and for the ordination of women as priests. (Sg§ Bishop Duncan, who invited him to preachTirinity
the two resolutions on Page 5.) Cathedral and declared him to be canonically resident in the

This was the import of decisions by the Diocesan Coubiocese of Pittsbigh.
cil atits meeting June 1, at which it began reviewing resolu- - Anglican Global Mission Partners, which is to receive
tions proposed for the convention November 5-6. the second third of the redirected funds, is the Network’

The plan for directing funds to the new Network —eplacement for the Episcopal Partnership for Global Mis-
referred to as thénglican Communion Network — was pro- sion, which was created by the Episcopal Church in 2000,
posed by Counc# finance committee as part of an omnibugnd earlier aganizations dating back to 1835 that have guided
resolution dealing with various finance and budget mattefge churchs global mission &brts.

Under the pIan, distributions to Network activities would be The Diocesan Council did not vote on the proposed reso-
made from funds that parishes chose to send to the Dioc@ggon on supporting ECUSA. Council President Battle
rather than to the national church. It would not involve paBrown, calling the resolution a “flamethrowesaid the reso-

ish assessments sent directly to the national church. |lution was presented for information purposes mﬂw that
The proposed resolution begins as follows: a vote whether to accept it will be taken at the Cousedxt
meeting September 7.
“Whereas some parishes in the Episcopal Dio- The proposed resolution on ordination of women was

cese of Pittsbgh opted to give all or part of their  sent back to its sponsors for possible rewriting to address
National and International Portion of their assessment concerns raised by Robert Devlin, the Diocesan chancellor

to the Diocese of Pittshgin for Bishop and Council Devlin said he was concerned that the diocese might be
to distribute, as they believe mosgent, to national legally bound by the resolutisnresolve that the diocese
and international mission partners. “affirms its intent to continue raising up, ordaining, and sup-

“Therefore, be it resolved that the Diocesan porting women as priests in this diocese. Antd he ob-
Council approves the distribution of the funds to three  jected to what he termed a “coercive” aspect to the subse-
entities in equal proportions; and guent phrase: “and commits to witnessing to the benefits of
womens ministry to those who have not yet experienced the
grace and gifts brought to the Church by women priests.”

Council President Brown advised that the Couseik-
ecutive committee serves as the resolutions committee,
giving first review to proposed resolutions, which must be
voted on by the Council at its June or September meeting.

i ) “If a resolution misses these two opportunities then it
“Be it further resolved that one-third of such  c43nnot be discussed in pre-convention area meetings, and

“Be it further resolved that one-third of such
funds be directed to thenglican Communion Net-
work to be used to support the development of the
Convocations and the work of the Convocational
Deans which will be matched one-to-two by the
AmericanAnglican Council; and

funds be directed to thenglican Global Mission our deputies come to convention unprepared to deal with the
Partners for the support of mission priorities around ok pefore them,” Brown said. “Also, resolutions missing
the world; and these two meetings are subjected to greater scrutiny by the

“Be it further resolved that one-third of such executive committee and our bishop. Resolutions missing
funds be directed to the Replacement Fund of the the October meeting of council will be ruled upon solely by
Anglican Communion Network for support of pro-  Bishop Duncan as to whether they will be submitted to con-
vincial support structures in the global south imper  vention.”
iled by the current crisis in the Episcopal Church.” Any resolutions to be considered at Cousc8eptem-

ber meeting must be submittedAygust 15, Brown said.
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Convention resolutions

facing uncertain future

Unity in ECUSA

Whereasthe Episcopal Diocese of Pittsghrwas cre-
ated from the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania in 186
and altered geographically in 1910, Thye Protestant Epis-
copal Church in the United&es ofAmerica (The Episco-
pal Church); and

Whereas, The Episcopal Church is an independen
autonomous province of thenglican Communion over
which no higher ecclesiastical authority exists; and

Whereas theAnglican Communion is comprised of
many such independent, autonomous provinces mutug
sharing in gospel of Christ and in certain instruments
union; and

Whereas,the integrity and unity of such provinces is
essential to th&nglican Communion and to each provirsce’
mission and ministries throughout the world; and

Whereas,the Episcopal Diocese of Pittshris an
integral and inseparable componentTdfe Episcopal
Church, having made unqualified accession to its consti
tion, and only as such is or can be withinAhglican Com-
munion; and

Whereas,the Episcopal Diocese of Pittshtirhas no
intention or ability to separate from theglican Commun-
ion or fromThe Episcopal Church;

Therefore, be it resolved, that:

1) The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsghrrecognizes that
it is a constituent and inseparable parffbé Episcopal
Church;

2) The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsighrrecognizes that
it is, and can only be, thereby within tAaglican Com-
munion;

3)The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsighr notwithstand-
ing any action to the contrargccepts that it is bound by
and will operate according to, the constitution and cano
of The Episcopal Church.

Sponsored by:

Jon Hunt, Christ Church North Hills

John Koepke, SDavid’s, Peter§ownship
Cathie Koepke, tSDavid’s, PeterJownship
Nancy Lapp, Christ Church North Hills
Jennie Leghart, Christ Church North Hills
Mary Roehrich, §Andrew’s, Highland Park
Conrad Seament.3\ndrew’s, Highland Park

OrdainingWomen

Whereas,the Episcopal Church in the Unitethgs
5, of America has recognized womsmhinistry since 1850,
when the Right Reveremlilliam RollinsonWhittingham,
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland from 1840-
79, “set apart” two deaconesses; and

=

Whereas,women have been ordained to the priest-
hood in thedAnglican Communion since the historic priesting
of the Reverend DFlorence LiTim-Oi in 1944 and regu-
larly so since the ordination of women to the priesthood

"fy was re-established in 1971 by the Diocese of Hong Kong;
P! and

Whereas,this year marks the thirtieth anniversary of
events leading the Episcopal Church to recognize wamen’
ordination to the priesthood; and

Whereas,the Diocese of Pittsbgh was among the
first to ordain women to the priesthood following the 1976
General Convention, when the Right Reverend Robert
BracewellAppleyard, fifth bishop of Pittsbgh, priested
the Reverend Beryll. Choi on 8 January 1977; and

Whereas the Diocese of Pittsbgin now has taken a
leadership role in the Episcopal Church and inAhgli-
can Communion and is working closely with a number of
dioceses and provinces of the Communion that have not
yet experienced the gifts brought to the Church through
womens ministry as priests;

Therefore, Be it Resolved,

That the Diocese of Pittshglt commends women
clegy in the diocese; ifms its intent to continue raising
up, ordaining, and supporting women as priests in this dio-
cese; and commits to witnessing to the benefits of wanen’

NS ministry to those who have not yet experienced the grace
and gifts brought to the Church by women priests.

Submitted by:
Joyce Magee, Christ Church, Indiana
John Rogers, tSMark’s, Johnstown
The RevLes Martin, & Martin’s Monroeville
The RevCynthia Bronson Sweigert,
Church of the Redeemer
The Rev Michael RuykTrinity Cathedral
Linda Getts, Church of the Good Shepherd,
Hazelwood.
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Bishop hails Methodist rebels }Erf’lig{(?;,'gs[)ﬂﬁ?gn

_As if fostering disunion in his own _A news _relea_se by Good _News,With Methodists
Episcopal Church were not enough ofwhich describes itself as “a voice for _ .
a challenge, Bishop Robaft Duncan repentance, an agent for reform, and a1 ne Institute for Religion and De-
has extended hisfefts to the United catalyst for renewal within the United Mocracy (IRD) claims it was instrumen-
Methodist Church, supporting a dissi-Methodist Church,” reported that &l In arranging Bishop Robel/.
dent group whose leader has even praBishop Duncan advised the delegates?Uncans association with reform
posed splitting that church. “In your work, dont do what we did, 9roups within the United Methodist

Prior to the Methodists’ recent Gen-unless you want devastation in yourChurch during the Churchrecent Gen-
eral Conference in Pittskgh, Bishop midstAll | do now is deal with the con- ©€ral Conference in Pittstghr.
Duncan wrote DWilliam H. Hinson, sequences of what we've done.”” “The_re is a growing spirit of
president of the conservative Confess- At a later breakfast meeting of Con-&Cumenism among reform and renewal
ing Movement within the United Meth- fessing Movement members and con970Ups in the oldline Protestant
odist Church, expressing “solidarity” ference delegates, DHinson issued a churches,” the IR® webite states.
between the Confessing Movement angbroposal that the church be split. “One illustration of this was the invita-
the Network ofAnglican Communion “We cannot fight both church and tion extended by Good News, a renewal
Dioceses and Parishes, which Duncaulture,” Hinson declared. “Our culture Movement in the United Methodist
heads as “moderatdrin his letter of alone confronts us with more challenge<hurch, to the Rt. ReRobert Duncan,
April 20, Duncan wrote Hinson: than we can humanly speaking confronf réform leader in the Episcopal

“As we move into this season of and challeng&hat struggle, combined Church, to address one of the Good
challenge to Orthodoxy and needed rewith the continuous struggle in the News information breakfasts at the UM
form within the Episcopal Church and church, is more than we can hear, | General Conference. Several hundred
the wider church in NortAmerica, it believe the time has come when wef€legates and activists gave Bishop
is the Networks intention to foster part- must begin to explore an amicable and®t"¢@n & standing ovation on Friday
nerships with other spiritually like- just separation that will free us bothPril 30, when he warned United Meth-
minded and biblically faithful Chris- from our cycle of pain and conflict.” CdiSts not to make the same mistakes
tians of other denominations. Itiswith  Throughout the conference, del-that the Episcopal Church has made
this goal in mind that I write to expressegates consistently voted that homo!€garding homosexualitfhe IRD was
the Networks solidarity witiThe Con-  sexuality is contrary to scripture and/NStrumental in making the connection
fessing Movement withiThe United church teaching. But they weremill- ~ Petween Bishop Duncan and the Good
Methodist Church.” ing to split the church over the issue.N€Ws leaders.”

OnApril 30, at the end of the first One of the conferencefinal actions
\év_eer:]k o:jthe Metk:j%dists’ gonft()arenlze,was to adoptha resolutiof:] “to remari]n in Bishop gives up one

ishop Duncan addressed a breakfastovenant with one anoth&ven in the - -
meeting of the Confessing Movement.midst of disagreement. . . .” of his two extra JObS
Bishop RobertV. Duncan has re-

|RD E . I . . | d, signed as vice pres_ident of theeri-
Sees plSCOPa 1ans nmna VAS canAnglican Council (AAC), explain-
Condemnation of homosexuality instrumental in founding th®merican ing that his expanding duties as mod-
and same-sex marriage expressed at thenglican Council (AAC), which inturn erator of theAnglican Communion
United Methodist Conference was mu-was instrumental in founding the Net- Network (ACN) made it impossible for
sic to the ears of leaders of the Institutavork of Anglican Communion Dio- him to continue in both leadership roles.
for Religion and Democragcthe ultra- ceses and Parishes. Bishop Duncan announced his res-
conservative ganization that aims to Diane Knippers, IRD president and ignation at a meeting of t#eA\C Board
dominate the Methodist, Presbyteriandirector of its Episcopdction project, of Trustees irtlanta onApril 27. In a

and Episcopal churches. opined that the United Methodist ac-letter to him the Board said, “&\ill
Founded in 1981 with the goal of tions “further maginalize the Episco- miss your leadership in the operation
reforming “the social and political wit- pal Church.” and direction of programs of tAeneri-

ness” ofAmericas churches, the IRD Knippers forecast the United Meth- canAnglican Council. Howeveive are

is supported by conservative donors, inodist Church will grow even more con- delighted that your work as the Mod-
cluding the Scaife family foundations, servative. “God is protecting even theerator of the Network has now ex-
the Bradley and Olin Foundations andrelatively liberal mainline churches panded to the point where this realign-
Howard and Robertdhmansons from taking the disastrous direction of ment of your engries has become nec-
Fieldstead and Comparfyhe IRD was the Episcopal Church,” she said. essary
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Remembering the Rdvaul Coshy

A Voice for Peace and Justice

Paul Cosbyretired Episcopal priest and uetired PEP When confronted with conflict, even wdtaul advo-
memberdied onApril 22, in st Point, Ga., wherhe lived  cated reconciliation. Soon after Septemhber2001, Paul
with his wife, EmilyOnly weeks befer he had played a and his wife invited a group of people to discuss the brew-
major role in the meeting on Mah 25-27 of Va Media  ing conflict withAfghanistan. Some of those gatheredtat S
groups, including PERN Atlanta, oganizing worship ser  Thomas Episcopal Church in Columbus, Ga., that day were
vices and other hospitality for delegatesnfr \fa Media  for the war Others, including the Cosbys, were against the
groups acoss the counyr Pauls Pittsbugh roots emain  conflict. Among those attending waslison Kennedy Owen,
with his son, Chris, also a PERemberThe following trib-  religion editor for the Columbus LedgEnquirer
ute by MichaelAnkerich was posted on the website of the  “It was a very respectful discussion, but the mood was
Evely \bice Network -Anglican \ices United for Justice. heavy’ remembers Owen. “Paul had us seated around a table.

| said something like, ‘How can we completely annihilate

By Michael Ankerich evil?’ Paul slammed his fist on the table and retorted, ‘What
are we Christians here forPhat was classic Paul Cosby
“A light has gone out in the world,” the Right RiAark In 2003, when the Unitedt&es was inching closer to

Andrus ofAlabama said in his homily at the funeral of the war with Iraq, Paul, attending a Diocesét#bama confer

Rev Paul Cosbya long-time advocate of peace, justice, ancence, spoke in favor of a resolution against the Wae
human rights. Paul, 73, didgril 22, 2004, inWest Point,  resolutions committee wanted to issue a statement; hawever
Geogia, following a stroke. Bishofindrus praised Paul for formal action was tabled. Emily Cosby remembers what hap-
speaking out for God’justice for all peopl@he Right Rev  pened next. “Paul stood up and, with his characteristic pas-
Neil Alexander ofAtlanta celebrated the Eucharist at the sion, said he couldhbelieve the group was going to ad-
service, which was held at.Sohns Episcopal Church in  journ without making a statement about the.iam result,
West Point. one or two others rose to speak, and the group finally ap-

Paul graduated from Birmingham-Southern College angroved a resolution to pray and work for peace, justice and
Vanderbilt University Divinity School and was ordained reconciliation.”
priest in the Episcopal Church in 1962. From the beginning  In recent years, Paul and his wife worked closely with
of his ministry Paul was passionate about human rightsEpiscopal Peace Fellowship groups, including a chapter (or
While living in Birmingham in the early 1960s, during the ganized by fve Shanks) in BirminghamJa. They also
civil rights marches and struggle for racial equalRgul facilitated a number of “Froiiolence toWholeness” ses-
was active in th&labama Council on Human Relations. He sions for a peace and justice group they helped found last
and his wife, Emilymet and worked with groups that in- year in Columbus, Ga.
cluded the ReWartin Luther King, Jr*At the end of one At the 2003 General Convention, the Cosbys worked at
of our meetings,” Emily Cosby recalls, “Paul and | stood inthe Episcopal Peace Fellowship exhibliey returned from
a circle with many others, held hands, and sang Siall Minneapolis excited about the convention and possibilities
Overcome.” of peacemaking and inclusiveness in the Episcopal Church.

Paul was not one to shy away from issues of peace Throughout his ministry at parishelabama, Florida,
among all peoples, even when taking a stand stirred contrdississippi, Newvrork, and Gedagia, Paul stood and fought
versy On Easter Sunday in 1969, Paul and his wife, alonfpr the downtrodden, the outcast, and people on thginsar
with their children, Jenny and Chris, marched in protest 0bf society For me, he was a modern day hero.
theVietnamWar. Paul, then assistant minister at the Episco-  In “Reconciliation Is Not an Option,” an Easter medi-
pal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea in Palm Beach, deliation he wrote just weeks before his death, Paul said that
ered an anti-war speech, which was also the sermon he hagtonciliation has already happened with God through Jesus
delivered to his congregation that Easter morning. In th€hrist and that it is up to each of us to listen and be willing
ensuing controversythe senior minister defended Paul’ to bend in favor of reconciliation with each other and be-
speech and said his words were true. tween nations.

“Paul’s passion for human rights and the way of Jesus  Paul always ended his e-mails with a signature quota-
drove him to action, and he walked forth unabashesyd  tion by Charles Peguy French writer and philosopher
Vicky Partin, lay minister with the Chattahoochéaley = Peguys words capture Pasgllove and hope in humankind.
Episcopal Ministry in Columbus, Ga. ‘®\describe him as “We must be saved togethéfe must come to God to-
feisty, but that is not totally correcthe real word is cour  gether Together we must all return to our Fatkenouse.
age. Paul was not intimidated by power or position, and h&/hat would God say to us if some of us came to Him with-
had unusual courage to stand up for justice.” out the others?”
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EWC plans Celebration who waited knew all would not get a chance.

“The diversity of that line was amazing,” Carol said,

Tall I “clergy and laity an older person standing next to a teen

Of Womens mInIStrIeS with green and purple hair and pierced everything, black
people, women. . . .The line stretched so far that there was

By Kathy Connor no end to it. It was like seeing the Kingdom.”

The EpiscopalMomens Caucus, Pittsbgh chapterheld Following her talk, Carol celebrated an inclusive lan-
its annual meeting on May 8, the day set asideesser guage Eucharist provided by the R&ynthia Bronson
Fasts and Feast® honor Julian of Norwich. Sweigert, rector of Church of the Redeenddre homily

Members were warmly welcomed Bkie RevDr. Moni  was by PER/ice President Joan Gundersen, of Church of
Mclntyre and LindaVilson atThe Church of the Holy Cross the RedeemerJoan spoke of Episcopal tradition and his-
in HomewoodA breakfast meeting was facilitated by Beth tory, using the image of a weaving — the Gospel and prayers
Stifel and included a review of past events, a treasurer  being the warp on which our lives hang, with the woof, the
port from Flacc 8fel, and planning for future events, the crossthreads that make the pattern, being our lives.

first of which will be the FourtiAnnual Celebration of Those present enthusiastically endorsed the presence and
Womens Ministries in September continuation of the EWC Pittsbgin Chapter

Members enthusiastically endorsed a suggestion by the
Rev Cat Munz, rector oft®Brendans, Franklin Park, that ™~ ~— ~— ~— ~— ~— — — — — T T T T 1

this celebration also focus on the 30th anniversary of thILe |nterested |n |earn|ng

ordination of women in the Episcopal Church.

The speaker of the da@arol Cole Flanagan, Canon for | more about PEP?
Congregation and Mission Development of the Diocese df , _
Washington, D.C., thanked the EWC Pittsflu€Chapter for | Please-flll out and mall this Iform
keeping a vision of the Kingdom alive. Noting a certain “in-| and we W'|_| Sef‘d you Informatlop and
flexibility” on either end of the Episcopal spectrum, she| an application for membership.
described the scene at the 2003 General Convention as anne
Robinsons consecration was debated: Name

Only three microphones were available. One was for
. . Address
procedural issues onliround the second mike were aboutI
40, mostly ordained white men who were oppogd¢dhe
third microphone, set aside for those who welcomet
Robinson, so many people stood in line to speak that thoSe parish

. | Phone (Home___Work__?)
Help circulatePEPtalk |

Don't just readPEPtalk Contribute to it — send us |
letters, articles and ideas. Mostimportant, distrib@&etalk | Please mail to:
in your church. For copies, contact Charles Robideau, edi- Membership, PEP, Box 109, 4530 William Penn Highway,
tor, at crobideau@state.net, or call 724-776-1684. | Munysville, PA 15668, or send an e-mail request to:
PEPtalk is on the PEP website: http://progressive| membership@episcopalunity.org.
episcopalians.or. L o e o
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