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Second church joins

Calvarys lawsuit

St. Sephen$ Episcopal Church,
Wilkinsburg, has joined the lawsuit
brought by Calvary Episcopal Churc
against Bishop Robew. Duncan and

property from possible appropriation by
actions of the bishop and governing
bodies of the Diocese of Pittsigia

A petition to intervene in the case

hsented by dissidents led by Bishop Rob-

ert W. Duncan, issued a policy state-of “orthodox” parishes to opt for “over
other diocesan leaders to protect churcient that appears to undercut the dissisight” from like-minded bishops, reject-
dent Network oAnglican Communion ing pastoring by their own bishops who

Dioceses and Parishes.

Episcopal bishops, after grapplingresponse.

The “expressed need” is the de

may have voted at the churshGen
The bishops’ statement was issueceral Convention to consecrate Bis

Bishops address Network

. . to an expressed need of
for three days with the challenge pre-the Church.”
sire

hop

March 23, during the spring retreat of Gene Robinson in New Hampshire and

was sent by Stephens to the Court the House of Bishops in Navasota,also to approve rites to bless same-sex

several weeks ago and was accepted b
Judge James at a hearing March 17.
“St. Sephens vestry voted to join

the lawsuit because it wants to makeparishes opt for ECUSA

clear that it shares Calvasygoal of
protecting the unity and integrity of the

property in this diocese, and becaus{'a

St. Sephens wants to protect its own
property interests,” said the R&iane
Shepard, rector oftSSephens. “The
vestry disagrees with the formation of

Il The Churches,” is described as “A

xasThe statement, titled “Caring For marriages.
The new Networlg stated goal

would allow a dissident parish not

is

to implement an oversight system that

ust

to reject pastoring by its home bishop,

Christ Church, North Hills, and but actually to separate from the dio-

Continued on Page

oly Cross Episcopal, Homewood, cese and become permanently attached
ve adopted resolutions of loyalty toto a bishop in another diocese — even a
ECUSA and rejection of the Network diocese outside the Episcopal Church,

of Anglican Communion Dioceses andUSA. Converselythe Networks sys-
Parishes. (®ry on Page 6.)

7

the Network ofAnglican Communion

Dioceses and Parishes and with the rg-

cent actions of Bishop Duncan and Di-
ocesan Council to have this diocese join
that Network.” She added:

“It is helpful and not too late for
other parishes to join the lawsulve
at 8. Sephens worked long and hard
to make a good decision on this matter
It was not easyVe have made this de-
cision with regret and sadness that th
divisions in our diocese have come tg

such an extreme and threatening point.

We are grateful that Calvary has presse
ahead here and laid the groundwork
through the lawsuit for some action that
might yet bring relief.”

The lawsuit remains pendingAd-
legheny County Common Pleas Court
awaiting trial possibly this spring, after
pre-trial pleadings and discovery

P Episcopal Church, USA as shakeryard what | would call ‘Classic

0 Duncan invoked the memory of mar Church that defends church unit

Two bishops - two views of the cbir

This issue of PEPtalk features thepal Church in Shadyside fefed pa-
differing views of two Episcopal bish- rishioners a tribute to “Classi
ops on the state of our church. Anglicanism,” which he described a

Pittsbugh Bishop RobertV. *“a big house with one room for al
Duncan, in a March 14 sermon &t S sorts and conditions of believers
John Shaughnes#nglican Church Commending Calvary for its role i
in Vancouver B.C., described the “preserving in this corner of the vine

by “turmoil and tumult.” Relating a Anglicanism,” BishopWilliams de-
recent visit to Uganda, Bishop fined the character of any Episcop

tyrs whose sacrifices helped makeamid diversity of believers.
Uganda “the mosAnglican country Texts of both sermons, edite
in the world.”

BishopArthur B.Williams, Jr, re-  Bishop Duncan preached at both
tired sufragan bishop of Ohio, in a and 1L a.m. service§.he text herein
March 7 sermon at Calvary Episco-is from the earlier service.

slightly for length, begin on Page 3.
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PEP members carry unity plea to Diocesan Councll

PEPS campaign for church unity cese with the new Network éfngli-
reached the heart of the PittstpuiDio-
cese when a delegation of PEP mem- The letter —titled “A Call for Unity”

said, convention resolutions dealt only
can Communion Dioceses and Parishesvith activities of the church at Ige.
“There was nothing about fdiation

bers attended the Diocesan Couscil’ —was signed by 149 parishioners of 2@vith this group,” she said, adding that
monthly meeting March 2 to present aparishes all over the Diocese, includ-statements by Network leaders indi-
letter calling on the Council to rescinding many non-PEP members. It con-cated that it “clearly is schismatic.”

its February 3 vote to filfate the dio-
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tended that Council voted to join the  “It's important to have a discussion
Network without properly informing on this,” she said. “9u should have no
either itself or parishes in the diocesefear to allow the people you represent
about the nature of the Network and theand govern to be able to discuss this
possible gkcts of afiliation with it. and to have a say about what the dio-
“That you agreed to vote at thatcese is doindlhe light of day and sun-
time, with so little notice, and with no shine are bestake it back until such
informed discussion, either amongtime as the people out there tell you
yourselves or with your constituent par what they want.”
ishes, was an abdication of the evalua- Council member the RewMoni
tion and oversight that the Council isMclintyre, rector of Holy Cross Church
chaged to exercise over the policies,in Homewood and a PERemberthen
programs, work and mission of the dio-spoke up to call for a correction in the
cese,” the letter said. minutes of Counci§ February meeting.
“For these reasons, the vote youShe noted that the minutes stated that
took on February 3 should not be con-Council discussed the charter of the
sidered final.The vote should be re- Network.
scinded, and the question ofilition “No discussion of the charter took
to the Network should be subjected tgplace,” she said. “@didnt even pull
the scrutiny of the parishes and parishit out. The only discussion was on the
ioners who stand to befafted by it.” process of passing it, not on the docu-
The letter also @ed that before any mentitself.” She noted further that the
new vote, the diocese should obtain &ouncil was told by Bishop Duncan that
legal opinion from the chancellor of the “this must pass.”
Episcopal Church, USA, whether the  After some discussion, the Council
Network’s proposed operations will members accepted a revision to the
comply with the Churcls’Constitution minutes ofered byAssistant Bishop
and Canons. Henry Scriven stating that Council dis-
Council President Battle Brown, cussed “the process of dealing with the
introducing the letter toward the end ofissue of the @anizational charter of the
the Councils meeting afrinity Cathe- Network ofAnglican Communion Dio-
dral, said he would refer it to the dioc-ceses and Parishes.”
esan chancellor (its lawyer) for alegal ~ Council member Mark Peeloof
opinion on issues raised by the letterChrist Church, North Hills, and a PEP
and that any action by the Councilmemberthen inquired: “Isit'it possible
would be deferred pending theto putthe decision (to join the Network)
chancellots opinion. on hold,” pending further discussion.
Brown then invited remarks by  President Brown pointed out that a
Rachel Nicholson, a member of. S motion to rescind the previous vote
Thomas Church in Canonsguand one would have to be made by a member
of the PEP members attending the meetwho had voted yes on the majtand a
ing. Rachel, recognized for five min- two-thirds vote would be required.
utes, began by noting that a memo isPeelor had been one of four members
sued by Brown after Coundil'vote voting against the Network fdfation
stated that the issues raised by the Ne&nd therefore was not eligible to make
work had been addressed in the Dioca motion to rescind. No other member
esan conventions last yehlnr fact, she volunteered to do so.
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‘On the Vay with Jesus’

‘ClassicAnglicanism’ “Tumult and turmoil’
searches for Gosl'truth fracture church unity
A Sermon by A Sermon by
The Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Wi”iamS, Jr. The Rt. Rev. Robert W. Duncan
Bishop Sufragan of Ohio, retired Bishop of Pittsbugh
Delivered at Delivered at
Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh K. John Shaughnessy Church, Vancouver, B.C.
Second Sunday in Lent, March 7, 2004 Third Sunday in Lent, March 14, 2004
“Nevertheless todaytomorow and the next day | mugt “After this, the Lod appointed seventy others and sent
be on my way (Luke, 13:33) them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place

whele he himself was about to come.” (Luke, 10:1)

This verse that we have just heard from the Gospgl of The theme of what | want to say today is about being
Luke is amazing in its simplicitylt indicates something of sent on ahead of him, being sent on ahead of Jesus, about
Jesus’ intention in going up to Jerusalem in the kind of teyrbeing the preparation rather than the main event.
he himself would have used.dd@ay tomorrow and the nex | want to say some things about my own life in these last
day | must be on my waypecause it is impossible for amonths, about the turmoil and the tumult of the days and
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusaleffius he speak$ weeks and months since the fifthfafgust in theAmerican
of himself as a prophet whose purpose it is to lay down h&hurch, the day on which the House of Bishops ratified the
prophetic challenge at the very heart, the very center of tekection of Gene Robinson to be Bishop Coadjutor of New
military, legal, and religious powers, and face the corjsétampshire That action is not about the presenting issue
qguences of doing so! which is about human sexualigbout the boundaries of what

This theme of being “on the way” is doubly applicaljlé€sod intends for sexual relations in his creatios.ntt prin-
for you who call Calvary your church home. Firstfythe | cipally about that, i really about the word of God, and the
Lenten season is understood as a pilgrimage to Good Ffidaythority of Scripture, and whether Jesus can be trusted at
and Easter — and it is — then we are on that same way/|whils word, and | want to say to you that Jesus can be trusted at
JesusThe Gospel tells us that in the midst of his ministry|imis word, and his word is reliable.

Galilee he turned to his followers and with a new determ|na- That’s fundamentally what this whole thing is abéurtd

tion he said to them, “Behold we go up to Jerusalem.” Lpkée tumult and the turmoil come when a Synod says what’
says, “He set his face to go to Jerusalem.” So the call {jofasse is true, and whatunrighteous is righteoughen theres

on this Second Sunday of Lent is to be a pilgrim and to be aothing but tumult and turmoil for Galpeople, and indeed
thisWay with JesusThis is the Lenten vocation to all whp for the society around.

would call themselves Christian#/hen Jesus says to us, || Everything changed iugust for usWWe moved, essen-
am theWay!” — what is that way for us? — even when \vdially within church life, from peacetime to wartiméle
have heard Jesusiwn lament, “Jerusalem! Jerusaleffle | moved in a way in which unityvhich we’d always striven
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are senfdo, was no longer possible within the body of Christ — that
it!” kind of unity which only Christ can give — and when some

| say being on the way is doubly applicable for this gapart separates itself from Christ then that unity is fractured,
ish of CalvaryToday tomorrow and the next day you mustand that the situation in which we've been living.
be on your way No matter the threat, no matter the isoJa- It's a season of all kinds of plans abandoned. In our mis-
tion, no matter the criticism this parish must stay on the yajonary diocese in the last decade we've had growth in our
of preserving in this corner of the vineyard what | would gatthurches every yeare've had growth in the number of bap-
“ClassicAnglicanism”—the heritage of our Episcopal Churghtized people, in the resources of the parisihiesve actually

What do | mean by “Classknglicanism?’A seminary | had growth in parishes, new congregations being formed,
classmate of mine, Bill Countryman, now Professor of Newut withAugust of 2003, we've sensed that all of that is sus-
Testament at one of our seminaries, likes this phrase, “Clgended for a time, as churches fracture, as people split, as
sicAnglicanism.” We in the Episcopal Church were shapedolks have to declare where they stand.

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 5
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‘ . - . ’ context of prayerGod will encounter us in its pageghe

Cla.SS|CAng ||Ca.n |Sm purpose of scripture is not to include some while excluding
others, but rather that we should hear our God calling us into

Continued fom Page 3 relationship through Gosl'Son Jesus who is for us Lord and

by a diferent kind of reformation than the ones that toolSavior

place in the 16th century outside of Englamneg.could have We cannot surrender to the dominant legalisAnoéri-

gone the way of the reformed Roman Catholicism that camaan Christianity inherited from our New England Puritan

out of the Council ofrent. We could have gone the way of forefathers and foremothetdNor can we surrender to the

the reformation in Geneva, which was represented in Elegalism of those within our Episcopal Church who claim to

gland by the Puritans. It would have been enticing to go already know the mind of God so clearly that they will not

ther way because both of these 16th century traditions, Ry on maintaining the unity of the church, the holiness of

man Catholicism and Puritanism, believed that they kneeonversation, and the diversity of Gegleople. (Let us rec-

the mind of God better than ot ognize that when th&nglican

ers. They believed they were ex Archbishop of Nigeria says that

pert in determining what was ‘We read the B|b|e through he will boycott any meeting at-
perfect and what was imperfed tended by our Presiding Bishop

in God's Church. the lenses of the Chureh’ he closes down the possibility of

Richard Hookerthe chief 4 ; holy conversation. Recognize
17th century theologian of the Tradltlon’ our experlence also that the purpose of consti-

—

English Reformation, had this t and our human reason tutional amendments and “con-
say in a religious tract at thaj . d h . h fessing churches” is to close
time. “Two things there are convinced t at, In the down conversation.)

which greatly trouble us in thes context Of prayerGod WI” So when | say the leaders
times — one is that the Church g and people of Calvary Church

Rome cannot eranotheris that] ~ €Ncounter us In Its pages.’ | need to be “on your way'— &
Geneva will not ert * the way of the Classignglican

It is in this that Classic | am speaking abouBs you are
Anglicanism distinguishes itselfVe say of ourselves, “@&/ on your way todaytomorrow and the next dayworry not
do not expect the church to have a detailed and certain knottlat some will label you “revisionist,” “modernist,” “hetero-
edge of the mind of God. No one will ever possess a comex” or whatever One persos’revisionist is another persen’
plete and detailed account of Gedvill.” 2 It is enough for reformer It was the so-called revisionists of old who dared
us that the search for Gadtruth takes place in the ongoingto say the earth was not flat and that the sun did not revolve
conversation in the ongoing life of the faithful community around this planet.

Archbishop Desmont@iutu, now the retiredrchbishop Reformers told us slavergegregation, and apartheid
of Southermfrica, loves being aknglican. When asked are evils and repugnant to térd of God and that women
about how wé\nglicans go about the business of being thehould be heard in the church, sit on its councils, and, in-
church, he said, in his inimitable way his work can truly deed, be ordained to its leadership. It was the reformers
be an untidy business!” who believed that God would be edified if the worship of

Elizabeth the First of 16th Century England had to de@od were dEred in the language the people spoke. It was
with the “untidiness” of the English Reformation. So shéhe reformers who suggested that some marriages no longer
focused with her bishops and theologians on maintaining theflected the love of God; that some couples should have the
unity of the Church in England. She did this by creating @pportunity to love again, and that their new relationship
big house with one room for all sorts and conditions of behould be blessed by the church.
lievers. This Anglican characteristic prompted Bishop  Today Bishop Gene Robinson will be installed as Bishop
Hensley Henson, former Bishop of Durham (1920-1939), tof New Hampshire — and the conversation will continue on
describe us as “the roomiest church in Christendom.” 60 Minutes this evening with our Presiding Bishop and oth-

Friends, whas held us together for over 400 years i®rs® We in the House of Bishops know the Presiding Bishop
this overarching — this foundational concern for maintainwell enough to know that he will speak about keeping us all
ing the life and conversation of the faithful community ofaround th@able, about the great diverse center in our church,
God. We believe it is enough conviction that Gedioly about holy conversation, about the place of reconciliation at
Spirit will continue to work with us in the unity — not unifor the heart of the church’'mission and about the search for
mity — of the church to guide us towards Gottuth? We  God’s truth in all this.
believe, therefore, in the primacy of Holy Scriptures, but not | have to say frankly that as you here stay on the way
as some kind of rulebook or divine blueprint for livinge  “today, tomorrow and the next day” you cannot know all
read the Bible through the lenses of the Churttadition, that is in store. Sometimessittifficult to believe that God
our experience and our human reason convinced that, in ties a plan for each of us. But be assured that as Jesus moves

Continued on Page 6
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‘ 4 better illustrate the point than the church in Uganis.l
T UmU|t andTurmOll was lined up in this marvelous procession to go into
Namirembe Cathedral, the procession stopped not far from
Continued fom Page 3 a small cemetenand buried just inside the gate to that cem-
And my plans as bishop are radically altered every dagtery is James Hannington.
since the fifth oAugust.We had liberals in our diocese who Hannington went out as the first bishop of Equatorial
pled with me for years to get into the news, to make the Epistrica in the fall of 1885. He crossed Lakféctoria from
copal Church just as well known in our part of the world awhat's nowTanzania to whad' now Uganda. He landed on
the Roman Catholic Church is, and you know what? — thetine shore with his companions, and was there met by the
plea and their prayer have been answered. But the liberglsard of King Mwanga, and he and his companions were
arent happy that I'm as much in the news as | @meres  tortured for a week and executed on the 27th of October in
really a bright side to whathappened. I'm able to say this is1885. Think about the plans that Hannington must have had,
really about the love of God and how vast that love is andhat it was he’d come to Uganda to do. He last words were,
anybody who wants to come to him he’ll receives jtist “Go tell King Mwanga, | pave the way to Uganda with my
that when he receives you he asks you to love him backbifood.” That's all he was able to do, but that surely was not
his way according to his order and his discipline. his plan.
The church is saying that we dohave to change, we What God began to say to me as | prepared to go into
don't have to be transformed, we dbin&ve to be made dif- the cathedral was that sometimes we serve God best when
ferent, we dort’have to live in a way that'apart from the we sacrifice our own planghings dont always go as we

world. We can be in the world, had anticipated. But those who
the church is attempting to s , will go before Jesus, into every
now, not only in it but of itve | ‘Let’s look at the cloud town and village where he is
be of 1. No one ever imagnepy Of Witnesses, literally martyrs) T2 e, vl sureby pre
that the church authorities would WhO surround us, cheermg The other great story asso-
0 astray and that the people pf . . ciated with Uganda is the mar
god Wou>I/d have tofigurepoutpho from the Sldea in the tyrs of Uganda? It happened in the
to be th(?[ crr:urcfl: in the midst ¢f stadium of this conflict.’ Zpring qf 18D86,T(;]n June the third,
an errant church. scension DayThey were pages
It's in that context that | wa$ of that same king Mwanga, who

invited to go to the enthronement of Henry Orombi, the nehad come to claim Jesus Christ as their Lord and sa&vier
archbishop of Uganda,on. Rauls Day the 25th of January glican and Roman Catholic, thirty-four of them, most were
just past. | was actually asked to be there in place of tiretheir twenties, as young as 14 and as old astg&bsenior
American presiding bishop, because the church in Ugandmong them, Charles Lwanga, was 24 — he'd catechized all
in its boldness and its zeal simply said whdppened in the restThey were wrapped in sticks, in dry wood, piled up
the Episcopal Church is unacceptabls, ith-Christian, i and burned aliveThey died, it is said, singing the hymns
not speaking the truth; and they uninvited the presiding bishtipey’d learned as catechumens.
and his entourage, and said no thank&rt@rican money Their plans for their lives must have been veryedif
and they invited me. ent, having just met that new king Jesus and been promised
| decided to go to Uganda to encourage our people, kee-new fulfilling, abundant life with himThey were given
cause | knew if the Ugandans wanted to put me in that plaeenple opportunity to escape. One of those boys who were
it was a sign for them that they were putting them in thatartyred was the nephew of the executigrent they
place, and that faithfulness would be recognized all aroumebuldn’t run away from what they knew was certain death.
the Communion, that globAinglicanism was not going to They gave up their plans, and of course Uganda was changed.
let us go. | went to encourage others, and what happenedtis now brothers and sisters, the most Christian country in
Uganda was that God really wanted to speak to me. Gadrica, and its the mosAnglican country in the world. No
wanted to give me, | think, a new understanding of the tewtonder With Tertullian we know that the blood of the mar
that | read to you and thatfrom our Gospel reading this tyrs is the seed of the church.
morning, those opening words of the tenth chapter of Luke: The final piece in this is that seated at the right hand
“After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent theside of the altar in Namirembe Cathedral | was reminded of
on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place whetiee fourth archbishop of Uganda, Janani Luwum. He served
he himself was about to come.” as archbishop only three years, beforeAliin personally
We often think about the way in which we're to followexecuted him, in February of 1977. | know Luwum must
Jesus. But therg’a sense in which we’re actually to go ouhave had great plans too. But he had to give them all up to
and precede him, to go before him, wheres hbout to come. be faithful to Jesus.
And | think there are few places in modern Christendom that The point I'm making here, for all of us who serve in
Continued on Page 6
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‘Tumult andTurmoil’ More parishes resolve
Continued fom Page 5 tO Stay Wlth ECUSA

difficult times, is we have not sacrificed to the point of shed-  Christ Episcopal Church, North Hills, and Holy Cross
ding blood, so never mind, Istget on with it. Les look at  Episcopal Church, Homewood, have joined the growing
the cloud of witnesses, literally martyrs, who surround uspumber of parishes that have adopted resolutidmsafg
cheering from the side, in the stadium of this conflict.4.et’ their determination to remain within the Episcopal Church,
admit and even grieve that so many of our plans and so maQ)SA, and to reject &fiation with the Network ofAnglican
of the nice things that we imagined would be true for us andommunion Dioceses and Parishes, the newly-formed or
for our children in our day and in this part of the world, thatganization headed by Bishop RobéttDuncan.
those things are all gone now in this tumult and turmoil. The Christ Church vestrat its meeting March 9, voted

But let's remember that we’re not the main event. Jesug0-2 to adopt the following resolution:
is. Our task is to be sent on ahead of him into every place “Christ Episcopal Church, North Hills is a parish com-
where he is about to coménd if the church were clearer prised of members with beliefs spanning the entire spec-
that that was its role, not its grand plans or great comforts; iftum of opinions on the recent issues at the heart of the con-
the church were clearer that it was its role to go on ahead @bversy between the Episcopal Church, USA and the Net-
him into every town and village where he was about to comavork of Anglican Communion Dioceses and Parishis.
casting out demons, healing the sick, raising the dead, sayish to continue to worship together in an environment of
ing “The kingdom of God has come near to you;” if we werdloving and welcoming tolerance and respect for each.other
to give up our plans, which is what we're being asked to do  “Christ Episcopal Church, North Hills, as a member of
just now recognizing that i€ not about us, but it is about the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsghy is committed to remain-
him, that he is the one with the plan, and if he can do it witing part of the Episcopal Church, USA, to which our Dio-
the failed ministries of James Hannington and those youngese belongs.
martyrs and that archbishop who stood and was executed; if “Our parish needs nofifation other than with the Epis-
we could stand with them, his plan would come. copal Church, USAnd the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsifur

His plan for Uganda was a better plan than any of thosgherefore, we decline to be considered a member of the
martyrs hadAnd the truth my brothers and sisters is that hisNetwork ofAnglican Communion Dioceses and Parishes.
plan for us is far better than any plan we could have. “We will continue to pay our assessments to the Episco-
pal Church, USAnd to the Episcopal Diocese of Pittgitur
We request that none of our Diocesan assessment be used to

‘ C | ass | CAn g | |Can ISIT] , support the Network'activities.”

Continued fom Page 4 The Holy Cross vestrypn March 22, adopted the same

along his way he wants each of us also to move along oyfords, with one change: in place of the second sentence of
way. May God bless you all on your way and in your-par the resolutiors first paragraph (above), the Holy Cross ves-

ticular calling to be the church in this place. Let us pray th&Y Stated simply: “W choose to be an inclusive parish.”
words of one of the churchgreat mission hymns: Similar resolutions have been adopted by Christ Church,

Indiana; $ Brendars Episcopal Church, Franklin Park;
Church of the Redeem&aquirrel Hill, and & Thomas Epis-
copal Church, Canonshyr

Come, labor on.
Claim the high calling angels cannot skar
To young and old the gospel gladness bear:
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly

The night draws nigh. Bishop skips Council meeting

Come, labor on. :
No time for est, till glows the western sky to lead Network committee

Till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, Bishop Duncan usually participates in monthly meetings
And a glad sound comes with the setting sun, of the Diocesan Council, of which is an exidb member
“Servants, well done.” But when the Council gatheredTinity Cathedral for its
monthly meeting March 2 — at which it heard PERS-
Notes: guest that it rescind its vote tdiliéte with the Network of
1. Richard HookelOf the Laws of Ecclesiastical Pol- Anglican Communion Dioceses and Parishes — the bishop
ity (Vol. 1, P91) was at & Sephens Episcopal Church in Sewickleyhere
2. L. William Countryman. “Dealing with Conflict as he presided over a meeting of that same Network.
Anglicans” “We accomplished an enormous amount gfaoiza-
3. Ibid. tional work and are committed to rapid forward movement,”
4. bid. he said in a statement at the end of a three-day session of the

5. CBS 60 Minutes opted not to air this segment.  Network’s steering committee.
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B' h dd N t Iz')sitor and remain in pastoral contact with the congrega-
|S OpS a reSS e Wor n.” Moreover the supplemental oversight must be di-

i rected toward reconciliation of parish and bishop, rather than
Continued fom Page 1 separationAnd for cases where reconciliation cabe
tem would enable a conservative diocese to adopt conserv@ached, the bishops prescribed a system of appeals to pan-
tive parishes emigrating from other dioceses, as was sugis of bishops and leaders of ECUSA provinces.
gested by some speakers at lastgem@mnual convention of Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold stated: “I could not
the Pittsbugh Diocese. possibly be more proud of our bishops, who with great care

A key element of the Network plan is that dissident parand deliberation sought to articulate our shared ministry of
ishes would not have to inform their bishops of their planseconciliation in ways that are generous toward those who
or get permission to receive oversight from outside bishop$eel themselves in some sense alienated from our common

The bishops’ statement did not mention the Networklife.”
but it addressed key points of the Netwenlan. The bishops’ plan appears to confront Network mem-

Bishop Duncan and other Network leaders have cited bers with a stark choice: either give up key elements of the
statement byAnglican primates last Octohexalling for the  Network agenda, or fge ahead with more actions like last
church “to make adequate provision for episcopal oversighSundays confirmations in Ohio, in open defiance of the
of dissenting minorities,” a phrase reiterated by Duncan orlouse of Bishops — in fefct in rebellion against ECUSA.
March 16 when he spoke in support of a confirmation ser ~ Such defiance was forecast by the Netwosarent,
vice inAkron, Ohio, conducted by six dissident bishops whathe AmericanAnglican Council (AAC), which called the
acted without notifying the Bishop of Ohio. bishops’ plan “undeniably and woefully inadequate.”

The bishops cited the same phrase, but added preced- “The plan is designed to be viable only where it is un-
ing words in the same sentence of the primates’ statememtecessaryhat is in the few dioceses where bishops agree to
“that bishops must respect the autonomy and territorial iInAEO (adequate episcopal oversight),”A#C said. “It gives
tegrity of dioceses and provinces other than their own.” no hope for those who feel abandoned by their church.”

And in implicit reference to another key element of the  “We will proceed as we must,” tRC declared. “Vé
Network plan, the bishops stated: “In our Episcopal Churclstand in solidarity with those in beleaguered dioceses, and
polity, ‘oversight’does not confer ‘jurisdiction.™ we pledge our support of senior bishops who courageously

Instead of the “adequate oversight” demanded by thand compassionately seek to minister to those in need of
Network, the bishops designed a system of “Delegated Episdequate episcopal oversight.”
copal Pastoral Oversight,” which also would negate key parts  Bishop Duncars response was more measurEide
of the Network plan. bishopsplan will require “tremendous generosity and ehar

Where the Network plan envisions that a dissident paiity on the part of the bishops and an extraordinary new level
ish would be able secretly to negotiate an alliance with af trust on the part of the people and gigrhe said.
bishop in another diocese, the bishops’ plan requires that “Generosity and charity will characterize our local re-
the supplemental pastoral oversight “shall be under the dsponse,” he added. ‘®\will do what we can to enable the
rection of the bishop of the diocese, who shall invite theplan’s success in the wider church.”

Church leaders repudiate ‘clandestine service’

In what appeared to be the first muscle-flexing of the  The Presiding Bishop’Council ofAdvice, comprised
new “orthodox network” headed by Bishop Rob®ft  of 10 bishops from dioceses spanning the nation, issued a
Duncan, five retired Episcopal bishops and one Braziliastatement expressing “strong disapproval” of the action and
bishop gathered iAkron, Ohio, on March 14 to confirm directly rebutting the Network’contention that it had the
110 individuals from six congregations — five Episcopal andsupport of thé\rchbishop of Canterbury
oneAnglican — that had rejected the leadership of Ohio The Council stated that “this action — being in violation
Bishop J. Clark Grewl and the Episcopal Church, USA. of our Constitution and Canons — is contrary to the

The rites were conducted without notifying Bishop GrewArchbishop of Canterburg’'understanding of how we are to
that the visiting bishops intended to enter the Ohio Diocesenove forwardAs he said in a recent letter to our Presiding
an omission that was strongly condemned by many churdBishop regarding the forthcoming meeting of the House of
leaders but dfended by Bishop Duncan. Bishops: ‘My hope and prayer is that this meeting wftiof

Bishop Duncan, in a statement issued March 16 throughenerous and constructive ways forward within the
theAmericanAnglican Council, said the joint confirmation constitutional and canonical structures of ECUSA that will
service “was brought about by the failure of the Episcopajuarantee Episcopal care for all and avoid further
Church to provide adequate Episcopal oversight for orthodofragmentation, and the consequent distraction from our main
minorities in revisionist dioceses.” task of proclaiming Christ.”
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Anti-Racism Conference PEP ‘via media’ mission

Six members of the DiocesAnti-Racism Commission As “via media” groups like PEP have sprung up across
attended the Province Wnti-Racism Conference on Sat- the country in response to the divisive activities oftimeri-
urday March 6, at § Johns Church, Hagerstown, Md., join- canAnglican Council and the Network éfhglican Com-
ing with representatives from six of the 13 dioceses in thenunion Dioceses and Parishes, the groups have sought to
province to learn and to share. coordinate their actionsTo further this dbrt, leaders of 1
Delegates from each diocese summarized their anti-ragroups are to gather Atlanta March 25-27. Representing
ism programs. Nancy Bolden of Church of the RedeemdPEPwill be President Lionel Deimel andice Presidents
gave the summary of Pittslgl’s program.The attendees Joan Gundersen and Christoptélkins.
viewed Pittsbugh’s Anti-RacismVideo, “Breaking Down PEP members at the membership meeting March 15 au-
theWalls,” produced by Gladys Hunt-Mason ofSephens,  thorized use of PEP funds to help defray costs of the trip —
McKeesportThe video was extremely well received, andapproximately $1,300. In addition, tax deductible contribu-
each diocese asked for a copy and the accompantgidg S tions may be sent to the RéMabel FanguyS. Thomas
Guide.The video has been distributed to all parishes in th&piscopal Church, 139 N. JefsonAve., Canonsbgr; FA
Pittsbugh Diocese. Copies can be obtained by calling thd5317. Checks should carry the notation: “REEnta trip.”
Diocesan d¢fce at 412-281-6132.
Pittsbughers attending the session were Nancy BoIdeF 1

and Frances DennenbeChurch of the Redeemer; Martina Interested in Iearning
GardnefWoods, & Brendars, Franklin Park; Gladys Hunt-
more about PEP?

Mason, & Sephens, McKeesportAl Mann, S. Andrew’s,
Highland Park, and Jane Banning, omas, Oakmont.

Please fill out and mail this form
and we will send you information and
an application for membership.

All Episcopalians in Province lll are invited to attend
the Province Ill meeting in MartinsktyW.Va., May 23-25,
beginning on the evening of Sund&yay 23 and ending
with lunch onTuesdayMay 25. All churches in the Prov-

ince will be receiving the Province Il newsletter in late Name
March. Information and registration forms will be included Address
in the newsletterUseful information pertaining to the meet-
ing as well as the Province can be found on the Province ]I
Web page: http://wwyprovince3.og.
: Parish
Don't just readPEPtalk the newsletter of Progressive | ,
Episcopalians of Pittsbgh. Contribute to it — send us let- | EMa!
ters, articles and ideas. Most important, distrilRE®talk | Please mail to:

in your church. For copies, call Charles Robideau, editor | - pgp \embership, 634 Tenth Street, Oakmont, PA 15139-1143
724-776-1684, or email crobideau@gtte.netPEPtalkis | or send an Email request to: bovinesue@aol.com
also on the PERebsite: http://progressive episcopaliarg.or L - N
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