Mk1 Cortina Owners Club    -    National Rally


Coombe Abbey   -   July 19th  & 20th  1997





After a week of near continuous rain the sun had come out and all looked well - we decided to set off around half nine and take our time travelling the 120 miles (or there about) to the National Rally.  It was not to be the best start as I jumped into the car and turned the key only to hear the engine turn over a couple of times before the battery ran out of “steam”.  It was a little worrying - as we didn’t know why it was flat - but it was an easy decision to jump start the car and see how it would last for the weekend.





Our journey had now begun and with the sun shinning brightly it was going to be a hot one.  Apart from a brief petrol stop it was a simple journey would no more problem than usual.  Soon we were driving up to the entrance of Coombe Abbey and a quick glance to the left reassured us that we had indeed got the right weekend!  We drove up to the gate and were greeted with a friendly - and then set off to the far end of the field to set up our jigsaw puzzle.  By the time we had set up our home for the evening we were more than ready for our lunch.





We finished our lunch and eagerly made our way to the first of many spares stalls.  Spares seemed to have been more available this year than the previous few years - “Spares Unlimited” was, as ever, there in force.  Of course, there is for us the great benefit of the Club Spares.  This is  a very important part of any club - as its frequently through the clubs that our beloved old machines get the parts to keep them going.  I was very pleased to be able to get most of the spares that I’d particularly been looking for.  Hopefully some of them will return to the National Rally next year in a cleaner condition & help our car to look even better.  The clubs work on getting parts remanufactured and reconditioned is very positive and is encouragement to us all that our cars might last for many more years to come.





We drove our car up to the show area and parked.  We then arranged our models, badges, folders, plaques and the other usual bits and bobs.  I realised much later that we had parked next to another car from our birth town of Chelmsford.  It was now time to leave our car and go and look at all the others.  I’ve owned my Cortina for about 13 years now and still find it a pleasure to look round at others.  There’s still many details to learn about to help your own restoration.  There was the whole range of models to look at from a Standard, through Deluxes, Supers and GTs to the Lotus.  Estates always provide a refreshing change and are all to often underrated.  People are always friendly and are quite willing to answer questions about their pride and joy.





Evening was, by this time, fast approaching and our thoughts once again turned to food and drink.  We parked our car back at home again and strolled up the field to the bar for a refreshing pint.  The doughnut stand was still on the go and I could not resist them any longer.  It has become a tradition for us to treat ourselves to these at most car shows, this was to be no exception - they were wonderful.  We finished our drinks and decided to search out the local chip shop for an evening snack - a short drive away we were delighted to find an excellent chip shop and thoroughly enjoyed our meal.  The bar beckoned again and with the thoughts of the quiz we once again strolled up the field.  The idea of the marquee being used for the evening gathering with an outside bar was a great one.  Those of you who were there last year will remember melting inside the main building.  The marquee was nice as everyone could mingle around in the tent or sit outside and admire the moon - yet everyone could still hear the quiz and join in with the evenings fun.  The bar seemed to be doing a good trade from those that hadn’t bought their own.  Incidentally, somebody seemed to have done a rather interesting modification on their Mk1 converting the boot into a cool box - rather inspired idea we thought.  A few drinks later (and I won’t reveal how many) we decided to return home - to the bottom of the field.  A hot drink by candlelight and then we were ready for our sleep.  And so, with the distant echo of the “Stars in Their Eyes” Oasis group singing us lullaby’s  we drifted off to sleep.








Sunday appeared to have started a little before we were really ready - so we went back to sleep for a few more minutes before deciding that we should get up.  There were many sounds appearing from around the field, mostly the sound of people frying breakfast.  Other sounds included that of the very distinctive clatter-clatter-clink-clink-whrll-vroom-vrooom-Vroooommm of a Mk1 being started up.  We got up, got dressed and prepared ourselves for the new day ahead.  The next course of action was an easy one and after a quick visit to the local paddling pool made our way to the main building were breakfast was available.  The Club mag’ had recommended the breakfast and we were not disappointed - it was a wonderful breakfast and we were now set up for the day.





The spares stands were revisited and some more goodies bought.  Our attentions turned to our duties and with camera primed we set about taking some photographs.  We had some nice chats with people about their cars, looked lovingly at the best ones - looked with intrigue at the modified ones and looked with hope at those still undergoing restoration.  There four visiting cars from overseas; Ireland, Belgium, Luxembourg and another I couldn’t place.  The Irish one had been finished just before it was due to sail over to England.  The visiting clubs had also turned up in force and Fords from many generations were represented - There were two very shinny orange Escorts Mk1 and MkII, a rather modified MkIII Cortina, some impressive Granadas and some nice MkII Cortinas.  The list is nearly, but not quite, endless.





Our attention was grabbed by hunger pains once more and we thought it wise to try out the Jacket Potatoes this time - needless to say we were well impressed and once again we were fired up and raring to go.  Time was now pressing on and I was now ready to do my last rounds of the spares before the raffle - yes! still some bargins left at this late stage. 





Things were drawing to the final stretch of events and the raffle - well supported this years - took place next.  The judging had been completed and the prizes were now being given out.  Shinny trophies for Shinny cars -&- Very Happy people with shinny trophies.  The sun was beating down on us strongly as the class winners lined up for the final judging.  The standard of cars this year was excellent and the winners were thoroughly deserving.  Anybody who has spent hours trying to get parts of their car looking respectable will, no doubt, appreciate the effort and workmanship that has gone into the winners cars.





The supreme champion was then judged and award given - the proud owner with car and trophies posed for photographs and this then marked the end of this years rally.





We had a quick drink and made our way home.  Having spent the weekend with so many other Mk1’s the journey home amongst all those nose-to-tail modern fast & impatient modern cars seemed odd.  We were pleased, therefore, to be joined by the nice woody estate for much of our journey home.  We were less than a mile away from home when the engine lost power and we had to pull into the side of the road.  Fortunately 13 years experience with the car and the Mk1 coming from the days when you could fix things “with a bit of string” meant that we were home within five minutes.  It was just a loose bit of carb’ causing flooding.  All that remained now was to unpack the car and relax ready for the week ahead.





Thanks to all the committee members and helpers who made this a great weekend


and the best rally yet !








		            	-------------o)(o----------------











Here are some rough Figures of Cars from this years show - LCR generally excluded.  


There were at least 70 Club Mk1 Cortinas.





Models:


Supers		19	( 1 Woody )


GT		21


Deluxe		25


Standard	1


	Lotus		4	(Yes I Know there were more then that at the rally!)





Body Type:


	4 Door		39


	2 Door		24	(7 didn’t get listed)





	Estates		8	(1 GT Estate and 1 Woody)


	Saloons	60


	Crayford	2





Registrations:


	Overseas	4


	Pre-Reg	10


	A Letter	2


	B Letter	7


	C Letter	15


	D Letter	26


