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SIGMA BETA CLUB

Sponsored by the Zeta Delta Sigma Chapter of 

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

 (757) 874-0916

“Serving the Past, Embracing the Future”
http://www.geocities.com/jazzyphi
http://sbc.1950.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TO THE PRESS

Newport News, VA – June 21, 2003 – The local Sigma Beta Club held is 26th Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet at the Ivy Baptist Church W. Henry Maxwell Family Life Center in Newport News, Virginia on Saturday, June 7, 2003. At the event, nineteen club members gave presentations, expressed talents, performed a step routine and held a debate on the topic “Affirmative Action: A Stepping Stone or Stumbling Block for Minorities.” The three graduating seniors, Ernest Richardson, Clinton Sharpe, Jr. and Dennis McLeod II received scholarships from the Zeta Delta Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated. Below is more information about the program and the young men. 

The Sigma Beta Club is an affiliate organization under the leadership of the men of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated.  The organization of the Sigma Beta Club was first established in the early 1950’s and has since then grown to national status.  The Sigma Beta Club in the Hampton/Newport News Chapter functions under the leadership of the Zeta Delta Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma.  The young men who participate come from both Newport News and Hampton Public Schools.  Candidates are generally accepted from 6th to 10th grade. 

Sigma Betas are mentored under the principles of the fraternity; Brotherhood, Scholarship and Service.  Members often participate in workshops dealing with these issues.  At the end of each traditional academic year, there is a scholarship banquet held where all Sigma Betas are recognized for their accomplishments in school and within the Sigma Beta Club.  As members participate, scholarship accounts are established for each young man.  Upon graduation, scholarships are awarded based upon their participation in the organization.  

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., an international organization of college and professional men, was founded at Howard University, Washington, DC, in 1914. One of the nine largest predominantly African American Greek-lettered organizations, Phi Beta Sigma has a membership of over 125,000 with 650 chapters throughout the United States, Europe, and Africa. Programs of the Fraternity include Sigma Beta Clubs (the youth auxiliary for males 8 to 18 years of age), Sigmas Against Teenage Pregnancy (SATAP), Sigmas Against Domestic Abuse (SADA), and its newest initiative, a partnership with the American Cancer Society: SWWAC - Sigmas Waging War Against Cancer.
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Alvin Harris, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Alvin and Linda Harris, is a rising freshman at Heritage High School. At school, Alvin participates on the basketball and football teams. This year Alvin maintained a 3.2 Grade Point Average (GPA). This was Alvin’s 1st year in the Sigma Beta Club. During the past year, Alvin has participated on both the Sigma Bet Club Basketball and Step Teams. After graduation, Alvin plans to go to college and play college basketball. 

Andrew Council, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Reginald and Wanda Council, is a rising freshman at Denbigh High School. Andrew plans to enroll into the Aviation Academy Program where he will focus on Aviation Engineering. Andrew also participates in the Denbigh Youth Football League. At school Andrew made the “B” Honor Roll three times this year. Andrew maintained a 3.1 Grade Point Average (GPA) during 2002-2003 school year. This was Andrew’s 1st year in the Sigma Beta Club. Andrew attends St. Jerome Catholic Church where he participates in Sunday School. After graduation, Andrew plans to attend Virginia Tech and become a Veterinarian. 

Brandon Thomason, the son of Mr.  & Mrs. Charles & Kendra Curry, is a rising 8th grader at Huntington Middle School. At school, Brandon actively participates in the Broadcasting Club, Stock Club, Chess Club and the Viking Step Team. Brandon also takes advanced classes at school. Brandon maintained a 3.1 Grade Point Average (GPA) during this past school year. Brandon has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for 2 years. Brandon serves as the Assistant Step Master for the Sigma Beta Club Step Team. Upon graduation, Brandon plans to attend Virginia Tech and become a stock broker. 

Cameron Pannell, the son of Ms. Sonya Pannell, is a rising sophomore at Heritage High School. At school Cameron is involved in the AVID program as well as track and field. At the Peninsula Relays, Cameron won 1st place in the 4x100, 1st Place in the 4x200 and 2nd place in the 4x400. At the Conn Madden Relays, Cameron won 2nd place in the 4x100 and 3rd place in the 4x400. Cameron has been named the 2nd fastest freshman in the district. Cameron has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for two years. He served as the Sergeant at Arms of the Sigma Beta Club during the 2002-2003 school year. At church, Cameron serves on the Usher Board. Upon graduation, Cameron plans to attend college and become a civil engineer. 

Charles Banks, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy and Debra Banks, is a rising 8th grader at Huntington Middle School. At school Charles actively participates in the band and the Viking Step Team. Charles has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for the past two years. During the past year, Charles served as the club’s secretary. Mr. Banks also serves as the Step Master of the Sigma Beta Club step team. Charles attends Greater Emmanuel Temple where he participates on the church’s step team. After graduation, Charles plans to attend Hampton University. 

Christopher Carter, the son of Ms. Pam Carter, is a rising 8th grader at Huntington Middle School. Chris actively participates in chorus and the broadcasting club at his school. Chris has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for two years. This year Chris participated on the Sigma Beta Club Step Team. Chris served as the club chaplain during the 2002-2003 school year. Mr. Carter attends First Baptist Church Jefferson Park where he is a member of the Youth and Young Adult Choir and he serves as a Junior Missionary. After graduation, Chris plans to go to Hampton University and become an Architect. 

Clinton Sharpe, Jr., the son of Mr.  & Mrs. Clinton & Patricia Sharpe, recently graduated from Warwick High School. At school, Clinton actively participated in the CHROME Club, National Honor Society, International Baccalaureate Program, COD Club, Crime-Line Club, Students Against Drunk (SADD) and he served as the treasurer of the Student Government Association. This year Clinton maintained a 3.4 Grade Point Average (GPA). Some of Clinton’s special awards and activities include being a member of Who’s Who Among American High School Students, achieving the National Honor Roll, achieving the IB Honor Roll, being recognized as a National Achievement Commended Student and he received a Beacon Award. Clinton has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for 2 years. This year he served as the Vice President of the club. Clinton attends Gethsemane Baptist Church.  Clinton received a scholarship to attend the University of Virginia where he plans to major in Architecture. Clinton also received a $1,000 scholarship from the Zeta Delta Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

Darnell Hooker, the son of Ms. Terry Tyler and Mr. Dwayne Hooker, is a rising senior at Menchville High School. At school, Darnell actively participates in the Varsity Wresting Team, the Varsity Club and the Acolytes Voices of Unity Choir. This year Darnell made district chorus. Darnell has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for 5 years. This year Darnell participated on the Sigma Beta Club Step Team. After graduation Darnell plans to go to either a Military College or to a traditional university and get a Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice. Darnell wants to one day become an ATF agent. 

David McLeod, the son of Ms. Barbara McLeod, is a rising junior at Warwick High School. At school David actively participates in the CHROME Club, Concert Band, the Symphonic Band, the Varsity Wrestling Team and the Pre-International Baccalaureate Program. This year David maintained a 3.2 Grade Point Average (GPA). David has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for five years and he has participated on both the Basketball and Step Teams. David is a member of Mt. Carmel Pentecostal Church. After graduation, David plans to major in engineering at UNC Chapel Hill. David lives is life by the philosophy, “If you don’t stand for something, then you’ll fall for anything.”

Dennis McLeod II, the son of Ms. Barbara McLeod, recently graduated from Warwick High School. At school, Dennis actively participated in the CHROME CLUB, International Baccalaureate Program, the Math Honor Society, the Spanish Honor Society, the National Honor Society and the Vocal Jazz Ensemble. Some of Dennis’ awards include being selected to participate in District 8 Chorus, receiving the National Institute of Health Medical Award, achieving the IB Honor Roll, being a member of the Physician Scientist Training Program, and publishing two papers in a medical journal. This year Dennis maintained a 3.6 Grade Point Average (GPA). Dennis has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for 5 years and he has served as president of the Sigma Beta Club for the past 3 years. Dennis participated on both the Sigma Beta Club Basketball and Step Teams. Dennis is a member of Mt. Carmel Pentecostal Church where he serves as a youth minister. Dennis received a full academic scholarship to Morehouse College where he plans to get a MDPHD in Psychiatry. Dennis also received a $1,000 scholarship from Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

Desmond Nicholson, the son of Ms. Jackie Gatling, is a rising freshman at Heritage High School. At school, Desmond actively participates in the band, Art Club and Math SOL Club. This was Desmond’s 1st year in the Sigma Beta Club. Desmond participates on the Sigma Beta Club Basketball Team. After graduation, Desmond plans to attend college. 

Devin Mickens, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Antonio & Vicky Jones, is rising junior at Heritage High school.  At school Devin plays JV Football and runs track. Devin has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for 2 years. Devin participates on the Sigma Beta Club Basketball Team. This year Devin was selected as the overall Most Valuable Player (MVP). Upon graduation, Devin plans to attend college and play sports. 

Dwayne Deloatch, the son of Ms. Barbara McLeod, is a rising junior at Denbigh High School. At school Dwayne actively participates in the Aviation Academy Program and the Symphonic Band, the Jazz Band and the Concert Band. This year Dwayne made All District Band. Dwayne is also a member of the NAACP Youth Council. Dwayne has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for 3 year and he participates on both the Sigma Beta Club Basketball and Step Teams. Dwayne is a youth deacon at Mount Carmel Baptist Church. After graduation, Dwayne plans to attend Hampton University and become an Aviation Mechanical Technician. 

 Ernest Richardson, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Carolyn Richardson, recently graduated from Warwick High School. At school, Ernest actively participated in the CHROME Club, Interact Club, Math Honor Society and the International Baccalaureate Program. Some of Ernest’s accomplishments include being on the IB Honor Roll and becoming a member of the National Honor Society. This year Ernest maintained a 3.5 Grade Point Average (GPA). Ernest has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for the past 3 years and this year he participated on the Sigma Beta Club basketball team where he was selected as the defensive Most Valuable Player (MVP). Ernest attends Providence Baptist Church. Ernest received a scholarship to attend Old Dominion University where he plans to major in accounting. Ernest also received an $800 scholarship from Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

Keenan Ward, the son of Ms. Annie Ward and Mr. Earl Robertson, is a rising 7th grader at Huntington Middle School. At school Keenan actively participates in the band. Keenan also participates on an AAU Basketball Team. This year his basketball team made it to nationals. This was Keenan’s 1st year in the Sigma Beta Club. Keenan attends Shalom Baptist Church where Rev. Derrick Perkins is the pastor. At church, Keenan is a member of the Jr. Usher Board and he sings in the choir. After graduation, Keenan plans to attend college and he wants to eventually play professional basketball. 

Lamar Tynes, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence and Wanda Tynes, is a rising junior at Bethel High School. At school, Lamar actively participates in chorus. Lamar has been a member of the Sigma Beta Club for two years. Lamar is a member of St. Augustine Episcopal Church where he sings in the Voices of Unity Choir, serves as an Acolyte and is a member of the Episcopal Young Churchmen. After graduation, Lamar plans to go to college and pursue degrees in the areas of Math and Business. 

Lamech Greaves, the son of Mr. Rhonda Glover and Carol Jacobs, is a rising 7th grader at Huntington Middle School. At school Lamech actively participates in football, baseball, basketball and band. This was Lamech’s 1st year in the Sigma Beta Club. Lamech participates on the Sigma Beta Club basketball team. Upon graduation, Lamech plans to go to college, go to camp, go on vacation and have fun. 

Quinton Quarles, the son of Mr. Larry Carrol and Ms. Eva Bostic, is a rising 7th grader at An Achievable Dream Academy. At school, Quinton actively participates on the chess team and the basketball team. Quinton serves as the captain of the chess team at his school. Some of Quinton’s awards and activities include making the “B” Honor Roll and receiving the good citizenship award. This was Quinton’s 1st year in the Sigma Beta Club. After graduation, Quinton plans to go to Ohio State University, graduate and get degrees in Business and Science. After getting his degrees, Quinton wants to open up his own business named QNQ Enterprises. 

Thomas Mitchell, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Shell Mitchell, is a rising 8th grader at Huntington Middle School. At school Thomas actively participates in after school activities. Thomas made the B Honor Roll three times this school year. This year Thomas maintained a 3.0 Grade Point Average (GPA). Thomas also had perfect attendance at school. This was Thomas’ first year in the Sigma Beta Club. Thomas attends Miracle Temple Church where Rev. Blackwell is the pastor. After graduation Thomas plans to attend college. 

Xavier Nicholson, the son of Ms. Jackie Gatling, is a rising junior at Heritage High School. At school Xavier actively participates in after school activities. This was Xavier’s first year in the Sigma Beta Club. Xavier participated on the Sigma Beta Club’s basketball team and was selected as this year’s offensive Most Valuable Player (MVP). After graduation, Xavier plans to go to college and become a computer engineer. 

The pictures above were taken by Bro. Eugene Cox. For more information about this press release or the Sigma Beta Club, please contact Bro. Kenton McDonald at (757) 874-0916. Or, you can email kentonmcdonald@hotmail.com. 
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