Hello, my name is Raymond Kim.  I am currently a 3rd year Psychology major at UC: San Diego. I am the youngest of three children and also the only boy.  I am originally from Riverside, CA; a quiet city in the San Bernardino County.  Growing up in a Christian home was definitely a blessing to me, especially having two loving older sisters who were great Christian examples to me.  
I was saved while attending Middle School during a youth group retreat where I first heard the gospel message preached to me in its entirety.  I found out that God himself came down to earth as a human man, Christ Jesus, to die for my sins as a free gift of grace and that if I believe in Christ’s work for me on the cross as well as his resurrection and accept this gift, that I might be saved from my sins and the destruction of hell.  I decided to trust in Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior and try to live my life for him, although lacking spiritual maturity and full comprehension of Christ, repentance of sin, and Lordship Salvation.  Nonetheless I grew to love God, Jesus Christ, and the church.

Things appeared to be going well spiritually until my junior year in high school.  After enduring several external trials, the church where I worshipped turned into shambles and split into two bodies.  Finishing up high school I did not fall into sin right away, I tried earnestly to maintain a relationship with Christ on an individual level apart from any church and their hypocrisy.  Although I held on for a year or so, I could tell that his method was failing and would inevitably deteriorate any sort of relationship with Christ.  Luckily, God sovereignty placed me in San Diego.

However my first year at San Diego was miserable; I was constantly trying to find a means of escape.  The pressures and temptations of college life swiftly broke my spiritual life and I sought pleasure in the things of the world.  The deeper I got into sin, the more I relished my rebellion toward God.  I told God that I tried it his way, now I will try it my own.  However, somewhere beneath all of my iniquity, I could feel the Holy Spirit, that was bestowed unto me by God at the time of my salvation, calling me back to him… calling me to repent and submit to him once again.  I realized the futility of the life I was living and how much I was truly in need of Jesus Christ in my life once again.

I started to attend CCM and Lighthouse Bible Church regularly a little before the start of my sophomore year, which were both introduced to me almost a year earlier by Nam Yoon.  Through these two ministries, I was able to reconcile my relationship with Christ thanks to his grace and mercy.  The shepherding and teaching I received at Lighthouse was truly unique to that of any church I have ever attended or likely will attend.  I was able to repent of my sins and once again submit my life to Jesus Christ as my Lord thanks to the people who taught me and invested the most time into me: Pastor John M. Kim, Pastor Patrick Cho, and Aaron Choi.  Through Sunday Services, Fellowship Hours, Friday Night Bible Studies, Accountability Times, and countless amount of encouragement from all of my brothers and sisters at Lighthouse, I have truly found a place to worship God fully with people who truly seek and live out the life we are all called to live.  I have grown to love Christ, the church, and people, once again thanks to Lighthouse and the people here.
I now worship consistently on Sundays and Fridays with Lighthouse, Thursdays with CCM, serving in both ministries, have Discipleship on Mondays, regularly spend time in the Word, and have daily prayer times.
Some people say that they will believe in God or Jesus Christ if they witness a miracle.  So here I stand before you, proof of a miracle of God, that only he would be able to transform such a depraved life into one of servant hood and discipleship.  Not that I am anyone special, but that God can do amazing things and that in my weakness his strength is made perfect.  I am eternally thankful to God for his grace, mercy, and loving-kindness to me, and for the sake of one, that Christ the good shepherd left the flock to bring me back into the fold.  After experiencing a painful church split, I would ask myself, “If you cannot trust the church, who can you trust?”  I did not have an answer for this question growing up, but now I do have such an answer; and that is in the person of Jesus Christ, who is the head of the church and above reproach and above all the things of man.

I used to be very anxious about the future and would always dwell in stress and worry.  The hairs on my head are a good testament to this.  But I no longer worry so much, because God is in control and sovereign over all things.

May all praise, all glory, and all honor be given to our most holy God.

May the grace and peace of Christ Jesus be with you all.

