MAY 2001

Dear Parents,

I welcome the opportunity to work with your students and the staff of Monsignor Hetherington School.  I have already spent some time getting to know students, parents and staff and find the school has a happy, cooperative climate.  You are blessed with an outstanding staff to help students learn and grow academically.

My hope is that I will be able to ease the transition of administrators and see the school year to a successful completion.

I wish Mr. deSouza every success in his exciting new career as I have also had the opportunity to open a new school.

I worked with Ms. LeClair several years ago and I am certain you will enjoy her leadership next year.

We are also looking for your help in planning for next year.  Please take a few moments to complete the annual satisfaction survey included in this newsletter.  This survey will help us to assess our performance as a school and to make adjustment for next year.  When you return your survey to the school your family will be entered in a draw to win a Panagopoulos pizza supper on Friday, May 12th.

Finally, to help with our planning we need to know if your child will be returning to Monsignor Hetherington School next year.  Please let us know by returning the order form and payment for student supplies that will be sent home this Thursday.  Please read this newsletter carefully.  The information regarding student supplies is particularly important.

Again, thank you for your cooperation and support!

Mr. E. Hickie

Interim Principal

ACHIEVEMENT TESTS ON THE HORIZON
Our grade three and six students will be completing the first sections of the Alberta Achievement Tests for Mathematics on May 23rd.  The first part of the Mathematics test is focused on knowledge of basic facts.

Grade three students will also write the first part of the Language Arts test on this day.  Grade six students will complete the first part of the Language Arts Test on May 24th.  The Language Arts test is to measure writing ability.  Students will be given a writing prompt to complete.

Our grade five students will be completing the District Religion Test on May 23rd and 24th.  This test measures knowledge of prayers and the Mass.  Please support your child’s preparations.

Your child will perform to the best of their ability when he / she is rested and confident on these days.
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STUDENT SUPPLIES… ORDERS DUE FOR 2001 / 2002
Each year your School Council organizes the purchase of student supplies.  This huge effort on the part of the council is a major benefit to you and the school.  When you pay for your child’s supplies you get the best price for these items and you save yourself the effort of shopping for all the required things he / she needs.  This program also ensures that all students have the exact required items that they need to meet teacher expectations.

We need your help to make sure this ordering is accurate and that your school council will break even financially on this project!

Watch for the order forms to come home with your child on Thursday, May 3rd.  

Carefully fill out the appropriate orders for your child(ren) and attach a separate cheque for each order.  Please do not send post dated cheques.  This will eliminate confusion about who has paid and who has not.  Return the order and payment right away.  We will be sending the school order in for processing on May 18th.  All students attending Monsignor Hetherington School are expected to purchase these supplies!

Let’s work together to wrap up this project before May 18th.  Supplies will be ready for your child when he / she walks through our doors next September and we can all enjoy the last days of summer without shopping for student supplies!
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KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION
There will be an important meeting Thursday, May 17th for parents with children entering Kindergarten in September.  This meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. in our gymnasium.  We will be ready to answer your questions about our school and the Kindergarten program.

We look forward to meeting you!
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SKATEBOARDS, SCOOTERS, ROLLERBLADES
During the recent transit strike, children used many and any means of transportation to arrive at school, which included skateboards, scooters and rollerblades.  Now that the transportation issues have been resolved, we are reminding you that skateboards, rollerblades and scooters are no longer allowed to be brought to school.

We are asking your cooperation in this matter for safety reasons as well as the fact that we do not have the storage space to accommodate equipment of this kind in the classrooms or elsewhere in the school.  Furthermore, we cannot accept the responsibility for loss or damage to your child's equipment and belongings.

With this goes the reminder that if your child rides his or her bicycle to school, they are expected to get off of it before entering the school grounds, and walk it to the bike rack where they are responsible for locking it up.  Please keep in mind that the bike racks are not secured, and that bikes are left at your own risk.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in these matters.
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR WANTED
Your School Council is in need of a volunteer coordinator for the 2001 / 2002 school year.  Please consider if you would be able to help with this very important part of our council.  Come to our meeting on May 3rd at 7:00 p.m. to find out more.

EARTHKEEPERS A GREAT SUCCESS!


Our grade five Earthkeepers returned on April 27th from another fabulous experience at Silver Creek Ranch.  All who attended enjoyed great weather and lots of fun as they learned about the environment at this four-day outdoor school.

Congratulations and thank you to Mrs. Cosentino and Mrs. Salter on organizing this event for our grade five students.  Forty-seven students had an unforgettable time!

[image: image4.wmf]This is the last year that the Earthkeepers program will be available to students.  A change in district policy has eliminated all overnight field trips for elementary aged students.
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COLOR PHOTOCOPIER

We are looking for someone who has access to a color photocopier that we could use for our Grade 6 Memory Book.  If you can help please call Irene Navos at 293-2760.

ST. JOHN FINE ARTS SCHOOL
St. John Fine Arts School is accepting registrations of Grade 4 students for 2001

at 

St. John Fine Arts School

15 – 12 Street N.W.

(on Kensington Road)

Information Evening

Wednesday, May 16th, 2001

7:00 p.m.

R.S.V.P. 270-4142

EARLY DISMISSAL
Thursday, May 17th is an early dismissal day – students will be dismissed at 11:40 a.m.  Please inform your child care provider.

.

PARENT SATISFACTION SURVEY

Thank you for taking a few minutes to answer these questions about the education your child is receiving at Monsignor Hetherington School.  To ensure our education system focuses on key improvements and the educational needs of students, Alberta Education requires each school to plan and report annually on provincial and local goals and strategies.  School planning and reporting are integral components of school-based decision making.  Your responses, combined with those of the other parents of our school community, will assist Monsignor Hetherington School in meeting its commitment to quality education for all students.  Please circle your choice.

To facilitate communication between home and school, our school uses quarterly report cards, curriculum updates, parent / teacher interviews, phone calls home, etc.

1.
I am satisfied with the quality of information I received from the school about my child’s progress and educational achievement.


Strongly
Agree

Disagree
Strongly


Agree





Disagree


Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All of the schools in our District emphasize Catholicity in the planning and implementation of school programs, as well as to guide the overall philosophy of the school.

2.
The underlying Catholic philosophy of the school has assisted me in reinforcing Christian values with my child.


Strongly
Agree

Disagree
Strongly


Agree





Disagree

Comments:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
The Religious Education program at the school has assisted me in 
reinforcing Christian values with my child.


Strongly
Agree

Disagree
Strongly 


Agree





Disagree


Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The following question refers to your overall satisfaction with your child’s education at our school.

4.
I am pleased with the quality of education my child receives at Monsignor Hetherington School.


Strongly
Agree

Disagree
Strongly


Agree





Disagree


Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to be entered into the draw for the pizza supper, please print your name below:

Name:  ____________________________________
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Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday



1
Day 3

Gr.1-Zoo
2
Day 4
3
Day 5

School Supply Forms-please return promptly

School Council-7:00 pm
4
Day 6
5

6
7
Day 1
8
Day 2

Gr.6 Cap & Gown Photos
9
Day 3


10
Day 4
11
Day 5
12

13
14
Day 6
15
Day 1

Gr.3-Glenbow Museum
16
Day 2
17
Day 3

11:40 Dismissal

Kindergarten Orientation-7:00 pm
18
Day 4

Gr.1-University Theatre
19

20
21

Victoria Day – No Classes
22
Day 5
23
Day 6

Gr.3-L.A. & Math Tests

Gr.6-Math Test
24
Day 1

Gr.6-L.A. Test
25
Day 2

Msgr. Hetherington Celebration-10:30 am

Roof Top Photo-1:00 pm
26

27
28
Day 3
29
Day 4

Volunteer Luncheon
30
Day 5

Gr.6-John XXIII Orientation-10:30 am
31
Day 6
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