MARCH 2001

Dear Parents:

Thank you to all the volunteers who made our Pancake Tuesday lunch a great success. We owe a special thanks to Mrs. Linda Ritchie and Mrs. Irene Navos for coordinating this big event. These very capable women led a team of wonderful volunteers. Over 1000 pancakes were served to our students! 

Pancake Tuesday was followed with a very successful Ash Wednesday Celebration. Congratulations to Mrs. Consentino, Ms. Gibson and all their students for organizing this celebration that begins our journey to Easter. Our focus during the Lenten season will be on fasting, almsgiving and prayer. 

Watch for your child’s report card to come home on Monday, March 12. Interviews are scheduled for March 15 from 1:30 to 6:30 p.m. These interviews will be scheduled only when requested by your child’s teacher on the report card or by you when a particular concern requires a meeting. Our intention is to provide a longer interview period for those most in need of this time to plan for a successful conclusion to our school year.

Finally, a special thank you to all parents who have been patient and cooperative during the transit strike. Please remember to drive carefully when you approach our school. We will continue to help during this difficult time by providing early and late supervision for students. Thank you to Mrs. Craig, Ms. Polischuk and Mrs. White on our staff who are working hard to help you during this strike. These important staff members deserve your support and cooperation throughout this difficult time.

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH SCHEDULE

· Feb. 28 – Ash Wednesday Masses at 9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.


· Lenten Thursday Parish/School Masses at 4:00 p.m. on March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 & April 5


· Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. on Fridays (during Lent) March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6


· March 4 – First Sunday of Lent


· Rite of Election – Saturday, March 3 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral


· Chrism Mass – Monday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral



Holy Week Masses / Schedule


· April 12 – Holy Thursday at 7:30 p.m.


· April 13 – Good Friday at 12:00 noon (Ecumenical) & 3:00 p.m. (with Communion)


· April 14 – Easter Vigil at 8:00 p.m. followed by reception


· April 15 – Easter Sunday at 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.


NORTH OF MCKNIGHT RESOURCE CENTRE

The North of McKnight Resource Centre is open to everyone in the community.  We offer services such as counseling, in-home support, ESL classes, employment support and programs for youth.  An Immigrant Services Facilitator is also here to help new Canadians connect with resources.  You are welcome to come by and check out the facilities (there is a computer with Internet access for community residents).  See you there!
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FEEDBACK

Any comments, questions, bouquets about our school?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:____________________

NO MORE HOMEWORK?

by Beverly L. Dexter

When parents ask teachers, “What can I do at home to help?”, they often receive a series of worksheets or related classroom activities and proceed diligently to schedule a daily “homework” time for the child.  Despite the good intentions of everyone concerned, the end result is often less than encouraging.  Both parents and child become frustrated, and many teachers eliminate homework activities in recognition of the situation.

Learning Activities / Related Skills

1. Sorting laundry; putting groups of sorted clothes in the washer, dryer, dresser drawers, closets – Likenesses, differences, sorting, organization.


2. Setting the table – Sequencing, organization.


3. Planning meals – Sequencing, organization, problem solving.


4. Scheduling special jobs on certain days (taking out garbage, emptying wastebaskets the night before) – Responsibility, organization, sequencing, association.


5. Doing daily chores (making beds, putting dirty clothes in hamper) – Responsibility.


6. Choosing TV shows from structured options – Decision-making.


7. Retelling sequence of events and main ideas from selected TV shows – Sequencing, finding the main idea, attention span.


8. Making a “TV Guide” of favorite programs – Decision-making, sequencing.


9. Making a calendar of jobs, broken down into days, weeks, months; associate days with specific jobs, events – Sequencing, association, organization.


10. Keeping a diary, journal or log – Language, writing, organization.


11. Letter writing to pen pals, grandparents, relatives or friends who have moved – Language, writing, organization.


12. Checking the newspaper for sales or bargains when planning meals or shopping trips – Decision-making, organization.
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SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY





1
Day 2

K-D-Peter Lougheed


2
Day 3
3

4
5
Day 4
6
Day 5


7
Day 6
8
Day 1

K-O-Peter Lougheed

Earthkeepers Meeting-7:00
9
Day 2

Div. I Concert – 9:15
10

11
12
Day 3

Report Cards
13
Day 4


14
Day 5
15
Day 6

Parent Teacher Interviews 1:30-6:30
16
Day 1

Professional Development Day – No Classes
17

18
19
Day 2
20
Day 3


21
Day 4
22
Day 5

11:40 Dismissal
23
Day 6
24

25
26
Day 1

Gr. 3 - Swimming
27
Day 2

Gr. 3 – Swimming


28
Day 3

Gr. 3 - Swimming
29
Day 4

Gr. 3 - Swimming
30
Day 5

Gr. 3 – Swimming

Greg Frers – Div. II – p.m.


