DECEMBER 2000

Dear Parents,

December is perhaps the most anticipated month at Monsignor Hetherington School.  The children become increasingly excited as we all anticipate a wonderful celebration with our families and friends at Christmas.  Once again our school nativity display has been assembled and our choir is ready to perform for your holiday enjoyment.  This year our grade fours are at center stage as they perform for you on December 18th at 7:00 p.m. in our gymnasium.  If you work downtown you will be able to see these students perform at the Eau Claire Market on December 15th at 12:00 noon.

Our Advent celebrations are scheduled for December 8th (4 – Cassidy) at 10:15, December 15th (2/3 - Selinger) at 9:00 and December 22nd (5 – Villiger) at 10:00.  Father Bill Corcoran will preside at our final celebration.  Please try to join us for any of these celebrations.

Amidst all the festivities and exchange of gifts, we encourage our students to be aware of how they are called to be Christ-bearers to the world around us.  One expression of bearing Christ to the world is to continue sharing the vision and action of Jubilee.  A celebration of God’s goodness and justice for the world, Jubilee means new beginnings for the struggling and forgotten members of our community.  Please support our charitable acts during this Advent season.

Our students, staff and school council wish you all a very joyous, restful and holy Christmas season!

Sincerely

Administrative Team

K. deSouza / D. Polischuk

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Another successful fundraiser.  As everyone is aware School Council held a Gym-a-Thon for our fundraising activity this year to raise funds to purchase classroom libraries for each classroom.  The Gym-a-Thon took place over two days with all the students participating in a variety of physical activities.  By all accounts everyone enjoyed it.  This event was made possible by a number of dedicated individuals on School Council and the Staff and teachers of the school who put in countless hours doing such things as organizing the event, arranging for volunteers, collecting donations, purchasing prizes and bringing the event to life.  Without these individuals and volunteers we could never have done this.  A big thank you has to be extended to the children and their families who made and collected such generous pledges, which made this fundraiser such a success.  In total, $14,649.00 was raised – WOW!  On behalf of School Council, thank you to everyone and congratulations to all the lucky students who won prizes in the draws.

Speaking of volunteers, did you know that an increase in achievement and student learning can be directly related to an increase in parental involvement in the school and in the learning process?  One way of achieving this is to take the time to volunteer in the school.  Volunteers are so important to the success of many of the activities in the school and eventually the success your child may see.  Please take the time and make the effort – the students need you.

Dean Young

Chairman, School Council
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LIST OF SPONSORS FOR GYM-A-THON
McDonald’s Restaurants

Dairy Queen (Falconridge)

Mac’s Convenience Store (Coral     
Springs)

Coral Springs Dental Centre (Dr. 
Scarlett)

Sports Swap (Sunridge)

Wal-Mart (Deerfoot Mall)

Shoppers Drug Mart 
(Falconridge)

Rogers Video (Falconridge)

Superstore

Subway (Falconridge)

Aurora Beauty Salon (Coral 
Springs)

Premier Sports

Chinook & Hobby West

Universal Music

Safeway (Castleridge)

Calgary Co-op (Monterey)

Village Square Leisure Center

Music World (Sunridge Mall)

Craft’s Canada (N.E.)

McKnight Dental Clinic (Dr. 
Fakirani)

Sports Mart

Calgary Cannons

Calgary Hitmen

Kokopelli Arts

Neotechnology Consultants Ltd.

PMS Hobby Shop

EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARDS
This year Alberta Learning is supporting the 2001 Excellence in Teaching Awards.  Alberta Learning and a host of sponsoring businesses make it possible to recognize and honor outstanding teachers who are making an exceptional contribution to the lives and learning of our sons and daughters.  Last year 450 such teachers from across the province were nominated by parents and students for an Excellence in Teaching Award, recognizing their creativity, innovation and effectiveness.  Teachers can be nominated for one of three awards, Excellence in Teaching, TELUS Innovative Use of Technology Award, or the Excellence in Teaching Mathematics/Science Award.  Monsignor Hetherington School has many exceptional teachers.  There is a process in place to nominate a teacher and this year I will be the Nomination Coordinator for Monsignor Hetherington School.  If you would like information on the awards, how to nominate one of our exceptional teachers or on the nomination process just leave a message at the school and I will contact you.  All nominations must be postmarked on or before February 5th, 2001.

Dean Young

Chairman, School Council

AND GOD SAID, “NO”

Author Unknown
I asked God

to take away my pride

and God said, “No.”

He said that it was not

for Him to take away,

but for me to give up.

I asked God

to make my handicapped child whole,

and God said, “No.”

He said, “Her spirit is whole,

her body is only temporary.”

I asked God 

to grant me patience,

and God said, “No.”

He said that patience

is a by-product of tribulation.

It isn’t granted, it is earned.

I asked God

to give me happiness,

and God said, “No.”

He said that He gives blessings,

happiness is up to me.

I asked God

to spare my pain,

and God said, “No.”

He said, “Suffering draws you apart

from worldly cares

and brings you closer to me.”

I asked God to help me love others

as much as He loves me,

and God said,

“Ah, finally you have the idea.”

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH – PROCEDURES FOR FIRST COMMUNION AND FIRST CONFESSION
In recent years, since the second Vatican Council, the church encourages parents, as the first teachers of their children, to become an integral part of the child’s preparation for the sacraments.  One of the best and most important means of preparation is the example of your own love for, and attendance at the Eucharist (Mass) and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Therefore, if your child is at the age for First Communion which is usually Grades 2, 3 or 4, or for Reconciliation at Grades 3, 4 or 5, we encourage you to attend one of the weekend Masses with the children.  Mass times at St. Thomas More are on Saturday evening at 5:30 p.m. and on Sunday morning at 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.

When you come to Mass you can pick up a registration form on the table in the foyer of the church.  This form will give you all the information needed for proceeding with the preparation.  Please fill in the information section of the form and leave it in the registration box on the same table.  Sister Mary will be in contact to assist you when the form is received.

[image: image1.wmf]CALGARY CITY POLICE NEWS
The Calgary Youth Justice Society recently designated a committee for the Properties / Monterey area.  The purpose of this committee is to provide an opportunity for the citizens of these communities to become directly involved in the administration of youth justice.  We are currently looking for volunteers to sit on panels and work with the young offenders, their families, victims, the legal system and the community to find appropriate and meaningful consequences for the young person.  If you are interested and can donate about one hour per month, please contact Dona-May at 285-3282.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
The next School Council meeting will be held on Thursday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m.  All parents are welcome to attend.

[image: image2.wmf]
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY FOR WINTER MONTHS
Safety is of primary concern to everyone involved in the transportation of students.  Although important at all times, safety takes on a new meaning during the winter months.  All of our careful planning and detailed scheduling can be overturned by Mother Nature.  Buses can be delayed and sometimes even cancelled because of cold temperatures, icy roads and traffic problems.  Parents and students are reminded that extra caution must be taken during the winter months.

1. Children should be dressed appropriately for the colder weather.  Unexpected mechanical problems causing the bus to cool off very quickly may occur more frequently at this time of year.


2. [image: image3.wmf]Our schools are rarely closed regardless of weather conditions.  Charter bus service may be cancelled if it is determined that student safety may be jeopardized.  Local radio stations will make announcements regarding transportation cancellations.


3. Cold weather or heavy snowfalls can result in bus schedules being unavoidably delayed.  If children are not accompanied to the bus stop they must have a safe place to go if the bus does not arrive.  Parents are responsible for their children until they get on the bus.  Younger children should not be left unattended at the stop.


4. When school books and lunches are carried in a backpack children find it easier to walk through the ice and snow.  It is also much safer for them to board the bus when their hands are free to use the handrail.


5. Children must be reminded of the proper crossing procedures when departing the bus and crossing the street at the end of the school day:
- stand back a safe distance from the bus;
- wait until the bus leaves the stop;
- walk to the closest intersection;
- cross the street only when it is safe to do so.

This information has been prepared by the Transportation Department, Calgary Roman Catholic Separate School District #1.

ALBERTA MOTOR ASSOCIATION
Do you know what the leading threat to the health of your children is?  The fact is, your child is more likely to be a victim of traffic trauma than by any form of illness or disease.  Studies have shown that:

· Traffic injuries are the leading cause of death and injury for Albertans under 30.

· The fall months – October, November and December – are the most deadly for child pedestrians.

· Six percent of injuries happen to children on the way to school and 30 percent on the way home from school.  Friday is the most dangerous day.

· Mid-block crossing is the single most likely reason for injury.

· Two-thirds of children’s injuries occur in clear, sunny conditions.  Eighty per cent occur in daylight.

· About twelve percent of rush-hour traffic in cities consist of parents in private cars escorting their children to school.

· The principal reason that so many younger children are struck down while walking is that they lack the ability, physically or developmentally, to make safe judgements about traffic.

The Alberta Motor Association is pleased to sponsor the AMA School Safety Patrol program at your school.  In the entire 63-year history of the program, there has not been a single fatal pedestrian collision at a patrolled crosswalk.

We all have a shared responsibility to ensure all children make it to school safely.  Thank you for making it your responsibility too!

For additional information on traffic safety, visit the AMA website at www.ama.ab.ca.
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FEEDBACK
Ideas, suggestions, comments, bouquets about our school:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:__________________________
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SUNDAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY






1 (Day 5)

P.D. Day – No Classes
2

3
4  (Day 6)
5  (Day 1)

Gr.1 – Bus Safety Program
6  (Day 2)

Gr.4 – Bus Safety Program

3L – Heritage Park
7  (Day 3)

Gr.4 – Bus Safety Program

Evergreen Theatre 9:00&10:40
8  (Day 4)

Advent Celebration – 10:45


9

10
11  (Day 5)
12  (Day 6)
13  (Day 1)

3C – Heritage Park
14  (Day 2)

School Council – 7:00
15  (Day 3)

Advent Celebration – 9:00

Choir-Eau Claire Mkt.


16

17
18  (Day 4)

Christmas Concert – 7:00
19  (Day 5)
20  (Day 6)
21  (Day 1)
22  (Day 2)

Advent Celebration – 10:00

11:40 Dismissal
23
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Classes Resume January 8th 
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