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Welcome!


	The Mid Season Championship was held this past Saturday. Things continue to run on all cylinders for the #91 as it was another good week that resulted in the best feature finish so far in 2003! Read on for all the details!


Heat Race:


	I started in the inside of row 3 in the first heat race this week and had some pretty stiff competition starting ahead of me. With the heat races shorten to only 4 laps this week due to it being the Mid Season Championship, pulling off a victory would be tough. The green flag flies and off we go! The 4 car started beside me but I was able to clear him on the start and set my sites on the 35 and 19 cars who started 2nd and 3rd. The pole setter in the 68 car had "checked out" on us from the beginning, so this was a battle for second place. I dove down hard into turn 1 and was able to pass the 19 car, but he was right there beside me as we tore down the backstretch. With him up high, I had to stay down low in turn 3, and wanted to move up out of 4 but he was still there so I stayed low. The 35 car is right there in front of us, and I got a couple of really good runs on him and was able to get a fender along side of him, but couldn't get quite enough to make the pass. Amazingly, this pretty much continued for the entire race and was some really great, hard, close, and clean racing! It had to be a fun race for the fans to watch. The 68 car took the checkered flag and the win, with the 35, myself, and the 19 crossing the finish line in a tight pack. I was able to just beat the 19 across the line for 3rd.


Feature Time!:


 	The skies had been threatening most of the night, and by the time the features rolled around, it was starting to sprinkle. In fact they broke the tradition of the Mid Season Championship and did not have us line up on the straightaway and get introduced to the crowd in order to make sure we got the whole show in.  We lined up by season points, which had me starting in 7th out of 13 cars tonight. Green means go, so that's what we did as the green flag flies! I didn't get a very good start at all and had someone slam into me from behind as we passed the flagman. This got me a little loose so I carefully went into turn 1, allowing the 8 car to get around me. The track felt really strange and it took me a couple of laps to figure it out. It was pretty dry slick before the light rain hit, and now it was really slippery! After my lesson from last week, I was not pushing things and just driving my own race, knowing that the car would take me towards the front. I must have been taking it a little too easy though because the 23 and 18 cars were able to work their way around me, dropping me to 10th. I think I was being a little too cautious out there, but I didn't want to make the same mistake from last week. It didn't help the fact that the 18 car, who was running right in front of me, was almost spinning out every time he went into the corner. I knew he was going to loose it sooner or later and I didn't want to get caught up in it. Sure enough, he ended up spinning in turn 2, bringing out the first caution on lap 8. I was getting a little more comfortable out there and the car seemed to be getting better, so as we took the green on the restart, I decided to go a little harder. I made my way around the 48 car and began to pursue the 35 car in front of me. For some reason the car really started hooking up and I was able to blow by the 35 car on the high side coming out of turn 4, moving me up to 7th with 5 to go. The 19 and 23 cars were battling each other really hard in front of me, and I thought I'd be able to sneak up and take both positions from them. Sure enough I closed in and the three of us were running in a tight pack for a couple of awfully intense laps. I tucked in behind the 23 car and we were able to get around the 19 car on the high side with only a couple of laps to go. The car was handling great now and I really wanted to get into to top 5, but was also being carefully to not get myself to excited. I told myself to just drive and I could get around the 23 car. It worked as I took the high line in turns 3 and 4 and was able to power past him as we took the white flag. I would have loved to have had some more laps to close in on the lead pack, but crossed the finish line with a season best 5th place finish! It was really a tale of two races for me. Before that first caution, the car was really loose and the track was really slippery. But after the caution the car became a rocket and I was able to make my way through the field. 


Thanks!:


	As always, I couldn't have done it without the help from all of my 2003 season sponsors: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto's Pizza, Howard's Auto Salvage, Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations.


	Thanks to Dad, Mom, and Sarah for being the pit crew this week. It was fun having the family down in the pits to help out!


In Other News:


	With having some good luck the last couple of weeks and not having to work on the car as much, I have finally found some time to get the website updated! The results are up to date and I have added a ton of great new pictures for 2003! As of now, the 2003 Newsletters are still not available, but they will be soon in case you want to go back and read any past editions. I have also included a "Picture of the Week" on the main page along with a little message from myself that I will be updating each week. Be sure to check it out at www.geocities.com/DirtRacin91 and don't forget to sign the guest book!!


In Conclusion:


	After finally being able to finish the feature with no mistakes, I was able to move ahead of the 48 car in points and I now sit 6th. I have also been gaining a lot of ground on the 19 car in recent weeks, and 5th place is not all that far away!


	I can't believe half the season is over already! I am hoping that my top-5 finish in the feature is a sign of things to come for the second half of the season. My goals from here to the end of the season are to win at least one more heat race, finish in the top-5 in points, get that first feature win, and of course most important, HAVE FUN!


 	Everyone have a safe and fun 4th of July weekend!!!





Until next week,		


	Nick Christian





************************************************************************


Hobo Results for June 28th, 2003
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Heat #1: 				Heat #2:


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68		1st Scott Denney - 11


  2nd Josh Smith - 35		2nd Clint Rich - 23B


  3rd Nick Christian - 91 	3rd Eric Wisher - 8


  


Feature (Top 10):


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68		6th Durland Pople - 19


  2nd Scott Denney - 11  	7th Josh Smith - 35


  3rd Tim Bishop - 42	      8th Clint Rich - 23B 	              


  4th Eric Wisher - 8 		9th Dan Gebhart - 18J		


  5th Nick Christian - 91  	10th Jackie Williams - 48


  


************************************************************************


Hobo Points through June 28th, 2003 (Top 15, Unofficial)


************************************************************************


1st Lance Alcorn 	   424	9th  Andy Yerbic    260


2nd Scott Denney 	   398	10th Curtis Link    230


3rd Tim Bishop 	   380	11th Eric Wisher 	  220


4th Josh Smith       378	12th Clint Rich     132


5th Durland Pople    348	13th Shawn Glaser   130


6th Nick Christian   330      14th Al Conrad      104	 


7th Jackie Williams  326      15th Ron Egli        64 


8th John Nash Jr   286
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations


************************************************************************





