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Welcome!


   What a night it was for the #91 this past Saturday! Things couldn't have gone much better, well, they could have if it weren't for one mistake on my part! Still, it was probably the greatest night ever since I started racing. Here are the exciting details!


Heat Race:


   Once again I was in the first heat race, also known as the trophy dash. Luck was on my side as I drew the pole position and I knew this was my night to finally get the win! I set the pace down the backstretch and hit the gas as the green flag flies! Unfortunately there really aren't many details to give from this point on because to be quite frank, I dominated this race from the beginning all the way to the checkered flag! I never heard anyone behind me, just drove my own race, and took the checkered flag while the second place car was just coming out of turn 4! I've never dominated a race like that before and it sure felt awesome! I pulled into victory lane and got my trophy and picture taken. In an ironic twist, the trophy sponsor for the night was Bainter's Auto Service. If you remember from several weeks ago, it was Rip Bainter who put the new rear end in for me which has made the car run so much better! It took a few weeks, but I got that first win of 2003! Could I possibly get another one in the same night? Read on…..


Feature Time!:


   Things looked good going into the feature as I started on the outside pole. I made the few small adjustments to the car again like I did last week, and that combined with the confidence I had from the heat race win had me primed and ready for a great feature finish! The point leader in the 68 car sets the pace as we creep towards the green flag. The green flies and off we go! The 68 car all year has had great starts off the line and tonight was no different. He quickly moved out front, but I am holding my second place position. Knowing that I would have a difficult time passing the 68 car (just as everyone has had this year as he has been the dominate car), I was content and determined to not push things too hard and hold onto my second place position. I was trying to be patient and rolling back into the throttle, as I have found that I have to do when the track is dry slick (a product of seat time with this new set up) and I was doing a great job of it! The 42 and 11 cars battled behind me for 3rd as I put some space between them and myself and had a solid command of 2nd place. This continued for several laps as we had a long green flag run, but finally on lap 7 the yellow comes out. Being in second place, I had the choice of choosing the inside or outside row on the restart (the leader starts out front by himself). Knowing how I like that high line, I choose the outside, with the 42 car lining up next to me on the inside. The green waves again! The 42 car got a good jump on me and was able to take second place from me as we went into turn one. I got a good run off the corner and was right behind him as we went down the backstretch. I waited to see which line he was going to take into turn 3. He took the middle line and I decided to get aggressive, that second position was MINE! I dove down really hard into turn 3 and thought for sure I was going to either lose it or slide up into the 42 car, but I was able to hold on a make the pass coming out of turn four, reclaiming my second place position! It was a pretty daring move that I still can't believe I pulled off no matter how many times I watch the tape! I was getting into "the zone" out there and the 68 car, while a few car lengths ahead, wasn't pulling away from me. I was able to get a few runs on him, but I never made a serious challenge to the lead. We get a few laps in again and the yellow comes out again. With the 42 car getting the jump on me the last time, I chose to restart on the inside this time. The green flies again and it was a drag race to turn 1! The 42 was able to get a good run and take second from me again, but I am right behind him. This went on for a few laps but I wasn't able to get a good run to go for the pass again. Another caution comes out with me in 3rd place with 4 laps to go.  The green flies once again and I got a good jump on the 42 car and was able to reclaim my 2nd spot as my "Howard Powered" motor tore out of turn 2! Again the 68 car is not running away from me, but I wasn't going to worry about him, I knew if I tried too hard to pass him I would end up spinning myself out and I wanted to hold on to 2nd! The yellow comes out again and the 11 car had moved up to the third position. Knowing that he runs really well on the high side, I chose to restart on the outside to keep him from getting up there. The green flies with me in second with just two more laps to go! It was a drag race to turn one and I got there first, with the 11 car right below me. This is where I messed up!!!!!! I got too excited to beat him off the corner, got impatient, and instead of easing back into the throttle, I stomped on it and spun myself out! AHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!! I was so mad at myself especially since I knew what I had done wrong. That split second I looked down to see where the 11 car was enough to break my concentration and I made a mistake that cost me a second place finish in the feature! The yellow came out for me and I restarted in 6th, as again the attrition rate was high this night.  I tried to get a jump on the restart, but it didn't work and I almost spun myself again. I was so flustered with what had happened. I tried to catch the pack again after my miss hap on the restart and spun myself out again on the last lap, finishing the night in 6th place.


Thanks!:


   Thank you as always to each of my 2003 season sponsors: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto's Pizza, Howard's Auto Salvage, Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. I was glad to get that first win of the season for you and I have a feeling more are to come!


   Special thanks once again this week to Cliff for helping me get the car back together after last week's big wreck and to Roger for the parts needed to fix it. Once again I wouldn't have been out there without the help from you guys, and part of that heat race trophy belongs to you (like you guys need another one!).  Thanks also to Dad to for being the pit crew again this week and to everyone up in the stands cheering me!


 In Conclusion:


   Despite costing myself what would have been an awesome finish, I have a feeling this past week may be the beginning of something really big for me. The seat time is starting to pay off and I learned so much from the past week. This week showed me that the car itself is good enough to run up front, so there is no need for me to push things and overdrive the car like I have in the past. As long as I am patient and take care of the car, the car will take care of me. Before I thought I had to really push things to get up there, but now I have a lot of confidence that if I just go out there, be patient and do my thing, I'll be right up there contending for the win! It only takes one second to forget that and you beat yourself, which is what I did this week- I beat myself.  I am going to use everything I learned this week to get myself that first feature win by the end of the season- that's the #1 goal now, one that before this week I didn't think was realistic. I was both proud of myself in the heat and disappointed with myself for my mistake in the feature, but despite that, this week was a huge confidence builder. All in all, it was the greatest and most fun night of racing I've had since I started and I cannot wait for the Mid-Season Championship next week! Hope to see you all there!


 


Until next week,		


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for June 21st, 2003
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Heat #1: 				Heat #2:


  1st Nick Christian - 91 	1st Lance Alcorn - 68


  2nd Tim Bishop - 42   	2nd Scott Denney - 11 


  3rd Andy Yerbic - 47 		3rd Josh Smith - 35


  


Feature (Top 10):


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68		6th Nick Christian - 91 


  2nd Scott Denney - 11  	7th John Nash Jr - 06     


  3rd Tim Bishop - 42	      8th Andy Yerbic - 47	              


  4th Josh Smith - 35 		9th Brent Hopkins - 17B		


  5th Jackie Williams - 48 	10th Durland Pople - 19


  


************************************************************************


Hobo Points through June 21st, 2003 (Top 15, Unofficial)


************************************************************************


1st Lance Alcorn 	   374	9th  John Nash Jr   256


2nd Scott Denney 	   350	10th Curtis Link    230


3rd Josh Smith 	   340	11th Eric Wisher 	  176


4th Tim Bishop       334	12th Al Conrad      104


5th Durland Pople    308	13th Shawn Glaser   100


6th Jackie Williams  294      14th Clint Rich      96	 


7th Nick Christian   288      15th Ron Egli        64


8th Andy Yerbic      260	
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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