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Welcome!


  Welcome 91 Racing fans to the latest edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter! This past week was probably the best and most promising so far this season. Read on for all of the details!


Heat Race:


  I started 5th out of 7 cars in the first heat race. On the start, the 47 car, which started in the back, jumped the start and brought out a yellow. We line back up again and this time the start is a good one. I got caught behind the slower 8up car as we took the green, but was able to maneuver around it going into turn one. I set my sites on the front pack, which had jumped out a bit ahead of me while I was getting around the 8up car. I get a good run on the 35 car and am right on his bumper going down the backstretch. I go low for the pass in turn 3 but coming out of 4 I slammed the gas down too quickly and spun out. I should have stopped and brought out a yellow, but I kept going. I quickly caught back up to the 8 car and passed it, but the rest of the pack was way ahead and I never was able to catch up. This wasn't so bad, it let me be by myself while still feeling out this new set up. I was really encouraged too with the fact that I am able to run down the pack when I get behind. Best news of all, all my belts stayed on!!!


Feature Time!:


  Tonight was the Memorial Day Special race, with the Late Models and Modifieds running 30 laps each. By the time it was our turn to run, the track had a ton of rubber down and was once again very dry slick. Still not having any luck with starting positions, I started 9th out of 15 cars. The green flies and away we go! I got a really good start and passed one car by the time we got to the flagman. Gotta love this new powerful motor! As I came out of turn 2, the yellow came out for some reason, not sure why. We did a complete restart and again I got a pretty good start. I was concentrating really hard on making sure I eased out of and back into the throttle, and it was paying off! I passed a couple of cars and was right behind the front pack. I closed in on the 64 and 35 cars and we went three wide coming out of turn two! The next several laps were more of this and a ton of fun! The slick track conditions made it hard to pass, but I was giving it all I had. On lap 8 the yellow came out for debris in turn 1. I hated to see this because I hard really gotten myself in "the zone" and was having a ton of fun. I had moved up to 7th place as we took the green again. I passed the 35 car for 6th in turn 1, but got a little overly anxious and coming out of turn two and went half way over the lip of the track. I was upset with myself because it not only allowed the front pack to get away, but three cars were able to get around me as well. I was determined to get those spots back though and set my sites. I ran down the 69 and 47 cars, and we were doing some awesome three wide racing! I passed the 69 car on the high side, moving me back up to 9th. I closed in on the 47 car and was doing everything I could to pass him. I was faster than him, but just couldn't get around him. It seemed that every time I tried to pass him high, he would go high. If I tried to dive down low, he would go low. We continued this cat and mouse game for the last five laps and it was probably the most fun I've ever had out on the track! With two to go, I got a really good run going into turn 1 and tried to pass him low, but he went low too. My brakes haven't been working the greatest (even though I've thought I'd had them fixed three times now!), and I ended up giving him a pretty good tap from behind. He held his line and I was still not able to get around him. White flag now and I REALLY want to make this pass! I got off turn 2 really good and set myself up to go for the high line pass to the checkered flag. It worked and I got a really great run off of 4, finally making the pass! Then suddenly right before I took the checkered flag and 8th place, he hits me in the left rear tire and I go spinning across the finish line! I almost slammed into the tires, but was able to save what was a pretty spectacular finish!  Aside from this payback move I had done on me at the finish, this race was probably the most fun I've ever had with the three wide racing, cat and mouse games, spinning across the finish line, and a decent 8th place finish! Best of all is that the car really is competitive and I love the fact that I can run down the pack when I have slip ups out there. Now all I have to do is cut back on those slip ups! 


Thanks!:


  Thank you as always to all of my 2003 season sponsors for all of your support: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto's Pizza, Howard's Auto Salvage, Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. 


  Big thanks also this week to Cliff Howard, my hero! He helped me get a lot done to the car this past week, including getting the old beat up left side re-sheeted. Cliff was also a part of the pit crew this week along with Dad, thanks to both of you. I also want to make sure I thank Mom for taping the races each week. I couldn't do these newsletters without the tapes! 


In Conclusion:


   My 8th place finish wasn't spectacular, but I did finally finish a feature on the lead lap and didn't have any mechanical problems at all, so things are starting to turn around here! I am so encouraged with the promise that the car is now showing with all the upgrades that have been made. I can't wait to get more seat time and learn how to really send this thing up front! Of course some better starting spots would be nice too! 


  The season is still young, but I am sitting 8th place in points, the result of not being able to finish features until this week. It's still not bad, but my goal for the year is to make it into the top 5. That spot isn't too many points away, and the way the car is running now, I'll get there! 


   I hope everyone had a great and safe Memorial Day weekend! That being mentioned, one final thanks that needs to go out. Thank you to all of the men and woman of the US Military who have fought and died to protect the right for me to go out and pursue my passion of racing each and every week. Let's not forget just how lucky we are to live in the greatest country in the world!


  Hope to see you at the races!


 


Until next week,		


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for May 23rd, 2003


Heat #1: 					Heat #2:


  1st Clint Rich - 23 		1st Durland Pople - 19


  2nd Scott Denney - 11 	2nd Lance Alcorn - 68


  3rd Josh Smith - 35		3rd Tim Bishop - 42


  


Feature (Top 10):


  1st Clint Rich - 23   	6th Josh Smith - 35 


  2nd Durland Pople - 19    	7th Curtis Link - 64 


  3rd Eric Wisher - 8	     8th Nick Christian - 91	              


  4th Scott Denney - 11      9th Andy Yerbic - 47		


  5th Tim Bishop - 42	     10th Jackie Williams - 48


  


************************************************************************


Hobo Points through May 23rd, 2003


  1st Scott Denney    188	9th Andy Yerbic 	 110


  2nd Lance Alcorn 	   178	10th Clint Rich 	  96


  3rd Josh Smith 	   174	11th John Nash, Jr   94


  4th Curtis Link  	   164	12th Eric Wisher	  94


  5th Durland Pople	   162	13th Ron Egli	       64


  6th Tim Bishop      152    14th Al Conrad	       64 	 


  7th Jackie Williams 142    15th Debbie Conrad   62


  8th Nick Christian  134
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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