************************************************************************


91 Racing Newsletter


************************************************************************


May 22nd, 2003 	     www.geocities.com/DirtRacin91	          Year #3, Edition #3


************************************************************************


Note: This version best if opened in Microsoft WordPad


************************************************************************


Welcome!


  It's been two weeks since the last edition and I spent those two weeks making major improvements to the car! The Racing Gods were good to me on the 10th as they convinced Mother Nature to wash out the races. Even though she went a little over board with some of the bad storms, I was lucky for the rain because the car was not ready to go and I would have missed a week. The rain out gave me an extra week to get everything done without having to lose any points.


I've been work'n on the race car, all the live long day!:


  If you remember from two weeks ago, the old stock rear end finally broke on me, which forced me to finally take the plunge and get the racing rear end installed. Rip Bainter was the man I had perform this daunting task and he did a fantastic job! Things started out with some bad news. While getting the old rear end out, we noticed that the rear sub frame was bent up pretty bad. A good hit from behind would probably have destroyed the entire car. So Rip went about cutting the entire rear sub frame out from under the car. It was pretty wild looking at the car, and from the rear firewall back seeing nothing but the rear fenders (pictures soon to come!). Rip cut a rear sub frame from an old stock car they used to run to replace my bent up frame. I had decided to go ahead and get the car set up with leaf springs (better for racing than coil springs) and this sub frame was already set up for leafs, so it was a win-win situation. Once again there was work being done up til Saturday afternoon, but we finally got it all done. I was really excited to finally get this piece of the puzzle in place and couldn't wait to get down to the track to try it out!


Heat Race:


  I started 5th out of 7 cars in the first heat race. I hadn't been this excited for a race in quite a while! I couldn't wait to see how good this new set up was going to be! The green flag flies and I stand on the gas! The car was really fast going down the front stretch going into turn one. I ran the high line and got a good run on the 47 car, but the 68 went under me and slipped between both of us. I went through turns 3 and 4 and I'm right on the bumper of the 47 car.  Going into turn 1 and tried to pass him high, but the 48 car on the low side forced him up a bit and I ran out of room and had to fall back in line down the backstretch. We went THREE WIDE into turn 3, with me running the high line. The 47 gets loose and swerves towards me. I had to veer up to avoid him, got in the loose stuff at the top of the track, and lost all of my momentum. The 48 car stays in 2nd and the 64 car was able to get around myself and the 47, taking 3rd place. Two laps to go and I'm quickly reeling in the 48 and 64 cars. I didn't have quite enough time though and crossed the finish line in 4th. If the 47 hadn't have almost lost it in front of me, I really think I would have taken 2nd. In fact, I was concentrating so hard on getting a feel for the new set up that I got really excited when I passed the 48 and 64 cars on the cool down lap, thinking I had just taken 2nd place! I didn't even realize the race had already ended! I was thrilled pulling into the pits. Even though 4th out of 7 cars wasn't all that great, I had several people come up and tell me how great I looked out there. It was definitely a whole new ballgame and I couldn't wait to get some more seat time in during the feature!


Feature Time!:


 We had 13 cars start the feature and once again I was in the middle of the pack, starting 7th. The green flags waves and away we go! The track had become pretty dry slick over the course of the night, and I got a little squirrelly on the start, but held my position going into the first turn. Finally for once the pack wasn't walking away from me on the straightaways and I was really holding my own with some of the faster cars on the track! I pass a couple of cars coming out of turn 4 on the first lap and set my sites on my next target! Out of turn 2 I went up high and got a little loose and the 19 car got around me. I quickly closed back in on him in turn 3 and am right on his bumper coming out of 4. I go for the pass down low but almost get into him out of turn 2 and nearly lost the car! He got away a little bit but again I was closing in on him and the rest of the front pack. I went into turn 3 on lap five and suddenly lost my power steering. Having had this happen before, I started paying close attention to my temperature gauge just in case I had lost both of my belts. Sure enough, the temperature gauge started going up! I pulled in the pits and immediately shut the car off, ending my night early once again. Bad luck again! 


Thanks!:


  The first thanks of the week usually go to my sponsors, but this week it has to go to a few other people. First off all a huge thank you to Rip Bainter for taking the last two weeks rebuilding the entire back half of the car. It was a huge undertaking and there were a lot of frustrating moments, but he did an awesome job. Also thanks to Roger Howard for setting me up with some parts I needed to complete the rear end work. 


   As I do every week, thank you so much to all of my 2003 season sponsors: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto's Pizza, Howard's Auto Salvage, Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. 


In Conclusion:


  Three weeks of racing and it's been nothing but bad luck so far, but I can't begin to tell you how excited I am getting the car to the point it is now at.  Getting the new rear end along with the leaf spring setup is going to work out great! This combined with my "Howard Powered" motor is going to get me to the front with a little more seat time. The car is so much better in all aspects compared to the end of last year. All I need at this point is to get a feel for how to drive this new setup and those checkered flags will be coming my way! Hope to see you all at the races!!


 


Until Next Time,


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for May 17th, 2003


Heat #1: 					Heat #2:


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68		1st Scott Denney - 11


  2nd Jackie Williams - 48	2nd Clint Rich - 23


  3rd Curtis Link - 64		3rd Josh Smith - 35


  


Feature:


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	8th Jackie Williams - 48


  2nd Scott Denney - 11		9th Al Conrad - 69


  3rd Clint Rich - 23		10th Debbie Conrad - 8


  4th Josh Smith - 35		11th John Nash, Jr - 06


  5th Durland Pople - 19	12th Nick Christian - 91


  6th Curtis Link - 64		13th Tim Bishop - 42


  7th Andy Yerbic - 47


************************************************************************


Hobo Points through May 17th, 2003


  1st Lance Alcorn    148	9th Andy Yerbic 	76


  2nd Scott Denney 	   144	10th Ron Egli		64


  3rd Josh Smith 	   134	11th John Nash, Jr 64


  4th Curtis Link  	   126	12th Eric Wisher	46


  5th Durland Pople	   116	13th Clint Rich	46


  6th Tim Bishop      110    14th Al Conrad		34 	 


  7th Jackie Williams 110    15th Debbie Conrad 32


  8th Nick Christian   98
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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