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Welcome!


	Welcome race fans to the 91 Racing Newsletter! The 2003 season opener was this past Saturday and all things considered, not too bad of a night for the #91. Here are all the details!


What's been going on:


	First off I want to officially introduce a new sponsor for 2003: Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Service. Thanks to Curtis for coming aboard this year as well as a huge thank you to all of my sponsors back from last season: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto's Italian Restaurant, Howard's Auto Salvage, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations.


	It's already been a little rough this year as I have been working hard every night the last several weeks just to get the car going. I ran into a lot of problems along the way, which has been frustrating, but finally by late Saturday morning everything was done and ready to go. After all the problems as well as having the new engine on board, I decided I was going to just take things a little easy this first week, break the motor in, get myself used to the track again, try to bring the car home in one piece, and as always, just have some fun!


Heat Race:


	With only nine cars coming out for the season opener, we only ran one heat race. I started back a ways in 6th place. The first green flag of the season drops and away we go! Things are going pretty good as it all starts coming back to me after the long winter! I did some high line racing and made a couple of passes. Running the high line is something I started doing the end of last year and I really like it up there! I am holding my position but for the most part am paying attention to my gauges and listening to the motor. With two laps to go I decide to throw the car from 2nd gear all the way down into low. What a difference that made! The motor really came alive and I was turning a lot of RPM's! I started closing in on the cars in front of me fast, but the car in front of me almost wrecked and I swerved to miss him which caused me to loose most of my momentum as I crossed the finish line in 6th. The best part is that the motor ran great and stayed cool, another item I was worried about. I was really excited about how it ran once I shifted down into low and couldn't wait to try it during the feature!


	Unfortunately, after pulling into the pits I realized that my right rear tire was flat. Closer examination revealed that I had run over a screw. This was potentially a bigger problem than usual because this year we are required to run Goodyear racing tires on the rear. If you finish in the top 3 and do not have these tires on the rear, you will be disqualified. With my only two Goodyear tires on the car and one of them flat, I scrapped my plans of being more aggressive in the feature. To make matters worse, I was leaking a lot of transmission fluid from the rear seal. I poured every drop of transmission fluid I had in the car right before the feature and hoped I would have enough to get me through all 15 laps.


Feature Time!:


	I started 7th in the feature and knew I couldn't finish higher than 4th due to my Hoosier tire on the right rear. That in addition to my transmission problem told me to just break in the motor a little more and have some fun. We take the green and I got a little loose when I hit the gas, but got a good run into turn one. I'm right in the middle of a group of about four cars and it was pretty intense. We finally spread out a little after a few laps and the green stays out. I'm running not too far behind the 99x when he blows his radiator going into turn three, bringing out the yellow flag. With us all bunched back up for the restart, I really wanted to shift down into low and see where it would take me. But I decided to just take care of the car and not push it because I knew that at this point it had to be getting low on tranny fluid. I got a really good jump on the start and pass a couple of cars. The 64 is behind me and got into me a little bit coming out of turn 4 with three laps to go. By the time I got straightened back out I was heading into turn 1 and didn't enter the corner very well and spun out. I decided to spin the car around and just keep going instead of bringing out a yellow. I got back on the gas and the transmission was really starting to slip on me bad. With the field out of site, I shifted into drive and just coasted around the last few laps and brought the car home safe in 7th position. I was a little disappointed but after all the problems getting the car ready to go, I was grateful to just be out there and it was a ton of fun to be back out on the track!


Thanks!:


	I want to thank everyone who has helped me out these last several weeks getting the car ready to go. Tom Gibson let me take over part of his shop for quite a while and helped me a ton. My dad Don helped me in crunch time last week to get all the final tasks completed and of course Cliff Howard provided some of his expert advice and help. Thanks also to Mom for letting me take over her garage last week and for taping the races. My girlfriend Tania has done a lot of running around and "gopher" work for me too and has been a big help. Thanks to everyone for the help and to everyone who came out to help cheer me on!


In Conclusion:


	With my 7th place finish in the first race of the season, obviously I am sitting in 7th place in points, right where I left off last season! Next week with the transmission leak fixed and the engine broken in a bit, I am going to run the car down in low gear the whole time and I think I am going to be right there battling up front. I still have my racing rear end and gear to get installed under the car that will be more reliable and really send me up front. This job is in the works and should be done in the next month. The good news is that this new motor has a ton of power and is running great! I still have a couple more small upgrades for it that will help out that much more. I'm really excited about how things are going to go this year!


	A couple of more notes, be sure to check out the 91 Racing website! I added a ton of pictures back in January but haven't had a chance to update it since then. Hopefully I will be adding even more soon so be sure to check it out! It also features archived editions of the newsletter, weekly results, news, and everything you ever wanted to know about 91 Racing! 


	Also I want to put a plug in here for some racing friends I have met over the winter. Be sure to check out the official "Peoria Posse" homepage at: http://www.peoriaposseracing.homestead.com.  The Peoria Posse is a group of area racers and race fans that I have had the pleasure of having a lot of fun with this past off season. There are a lot of great racing links and pictures, including one of me scaling the rock climbing wall at the new INPLAY in Peoria, a sight to see for sure! 


	Hope to see everyone out at the races to help cheer me on!


 


Until Next Time,


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for April 26th, 2003


Heat #1:


  1st Durland Pople - 19


  2nd Lance Alcorn - 68


  3rd Tim Bishop - 42


Feature:


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68		6th Jackie Williams - 48


  2nd Josh Smith - 35		7th Nick Christian - 91


  3rd Scott Denney - 11		8th Durland Pople - 19


  4th Tim Bishop - 42		9th Ron Egli - 99x


  5th Curtis Link - 64		10th -
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Hobo Points through April 26th, 2003


  1st Lance Alcorn 50	6th Jackie Williams	 40


  2nd Josh Smith 	48	7th Nick Christian	 38


  3rd Scott Denney 	46	8th Durland Pople	 36


  4th Tim Bishop 	44	9th Ron Egli		 34


  5th Curtis Link 	42	10th -
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Service


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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