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Welcome!


	Welcome to the latest edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter! First off, I apologize for having this edition out so late. The 2003 Season Championship race was held on 9/6. My main goal for the night was to make sure I held onto my 5th place spot in the season points. So could I do it? Read on for all the details!


Heat Race:


	The heats were lined up by points, with the positions 1,3,5,7,etc in the first heat and 2,4,6,8,etc filling out the second heat. With that, I started 3rd in the first heat. The green flag flies and off we go! I got a terrible start and was 4th before I knew it. I got back on track though and was running down the pack by the end of lap one. The 42 car died in the middle of turn 2, and I went high to avoid him. Unfortunately, the 18J car slammed into him and shoved him right into my path. I veered off as quick as I could, but just clipped his front end. I could tell right away I had a left rear flat tire, but as I pulled down the front stretch, I looked over and noticed that I had no door!!! In fact, with exception of the left front fender, I was dragging the entire left side of the car behind me! It was quite a site! I pulled in and the pit crew immediately got started on getting the car put back together for the feature. 


Feature Time!:


	As we do for the Mid Season and Season Championship races, we lined up by points and were each introduced to the crowd. The 91 fans were really loud! Thanks everyone!! With the 42 car dropping out in the heat, that put me in the 4th starting position. The last race of the year and I FINALLY get a good starting position in the feature! This was great because I've learned that if I can start up front, the car is usually good enough to stay there! Everyone gets buckled in and we get the 1..2..3..START YOUR ENGINES!! We rolled off and get set to take the last green flag of 2003. Green flag! I got a pretty good start and am right on the tail of the 35 as we complete lap 1. I went a little too high in turn 1 and as I came out of turn 2, my hand got tangled up in the wheel! I got up over the top of the track and almost spun as I came back down, nearly getting completely whipped out by the 19 car! It was VERY close, but he somehow avoided me. The mistake cost me several positions and I just hoped a yellow would come out so I could line back up from the previous lap. Well, the yellow did come out, but one lap later! I lined back up in 9th as we took the green again. I was really upset with myself over the mistake I made and wasn't doing to well as we went the rest of the way under green. I was able to get past one car, and ended up 8th as we took the checkered flag. It wasn't a very good showing, but the best news was that with that finish, I locked up 5th place in the season points standings- one of my biggest goals for the season!


Mechanics Race:


	Season Championship night also features Mechanic and Powder Puff races, and the #91 was represented in both. My dad Don drove in the mechanics race, which had 7 cars out there. Dad started in the back and was doing pretty good considering it was only his third time racing the car. He made me a little nervous by taking the VERY low line and getting close to those tires a few times, but did good and brought home a 4th place finish!


Powder Puff Race:


	My sister Sarah piloted the #91 in the powder puff race. She didn't have much competition, as only the 11 car was out there with her. This was Sarah's first time racing the car, and she did an awesome job! She was leading with one lap to go, but the 11 car was closing. Going into turn 3 on the last lap, the 11 car went in WAY WAY too fast and made hard contact with Sarah, sending them both launching over the top of turn 3! It was a very frightening moment for all of us. Both drivers were shaken up quite a bit, but OK. I am hoping the wreck didn't dampen Sarah's plans of racing the new Hornet division (4 cylinder compact cars) next year, but if the way she handled my car is any indication, she's going to do great next year!


Thanks!:


	It's been a great year and I could not have done it without all of the great support from my awesome sponsors! I hope to have you all back next year for 2004! THANK YOU very much to all of my 2003 season sponsors: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Howard's and Sons Auto Salvage, Geppetto's Pizza, Gorsuch Real Estate & Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams, and C&D Web Creations. 


	Thank you also to give my heart felt thanks to EVERYONE that has helped me so much this season. They get thanked every week as a sponsor, but I want to make a personal HUGH thank you to both Roger and Cliff Howard. Without these two, there is just no doubt that I would not be able to accomplish what I have so far. Whether it is advice, parts, help, or rebuilding the entire front end, these two are always there for me and I CAN NOT thank you guys enough! My family has been a huge support this year too. Dad and Sarah have been the pit crew almost every week and Mom has been the camera person most nights. The support and help from you all has been awesome!! I also want to thank Tom Gibson for all the help getting things going at the beginning of the season and to Rip Bainter for installing the rearend, which helped me take a big leap. Thanks also to everyone who has been down to watch me this year and cheered me on! 


In Conclusion:


	The 2003 Awards Banquet will be held sometime in December, so I'll be sure to let you all know how that works out. In the meantime, there are two more races on the calendar for this season. This Saturday is the Tom Knowles Memorial race, featuring Sprints and Midgets. Then on 9/27, it's the UMP Modified Fall Nationals! The hobos will not be running either of these shows, so you'll have to wait til next year to see the #91 in action again, but don't miss these two great shows!


	2003 saw me take a huge leap as compared to 2002, going from just being out there too finally being competitive and actually leading several laps over the course of the season and breaking into the Top-5 in points. This was one of my main goals for the year and it feels great to capture it! I will be making an even bigger leap in 2004! There are several improvements planned for 2004 that will take me from being competitive, to being a winner! It's going to be an exciting year in 2004 and hope you all come along for the ride! See you at the races next April!!!!





Until next year,		


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for Sept 6th, 2003


********************************************************************


Heat #1:				Heat #2:


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	1st Steve Harper - 00


  2nd Durland Pople - 19	2nd Josh Smith - 35


  3rd JoAnn King - 77		3rd John Nash - 06	              


  


Feature:


  1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	6th Dan Gebhardt - 18J


  2nd Steve Harper - 00 	7th Durland Pople - 19


  3rd Scott Denney - 11		8th Nick Christian - 91 	              


  4th Josh Smith - 35		9th Jackie Williams - 48 


  5th John Nash - 06		10th JoAnn King - 77





********************************************************************


Hobo Points FINAL 2003 (Top 10, Unofficial)


********************************************************************


1st Lance Alcorn 	   846	6th Jackie Williams  640    


2nd Scott Denney 	   806	7th Durland Pople    636      


3rd Tim Bishop       768	8th John Nash Jr     584


4th Josh Smith       762	9th  Eric Wisher     314	


5th Nick Christian   654	10th Andy Yerbic     262	
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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