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Welcome!

   Welcome to the latest edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter! This past week was the annual "Tuff Spoon 100" race. For those of you not familiar, the format is a little different. There are no heat races. Instead, each class runs two separate segments. The first segment is lined up according to average points, with the highest average starting in the back. It makes for some great racing to have all of the faster cars trying to make their way through the field. So how "Tuff" was the #91 this week? Read on for all the details!

Segment #1:

   We had an unusually low car count this week, with only 8 Hobos showing up. Of those 8, I had the second lowest average, which had me starting on the outside of the front row for our first 10-lap segment. My starting spots all year have been terrible, so this was great because I knew I had a chance to lead some laps starting out front! The green flag flies and off we go! I quickly jumped out ahead of the 48 car, who started on the pole, and took the lead by the time we got to the flagman! I went through turns 1 and 2 and still had the lead as I tore down the backstretch! I had a brand new right rear tire on the car this week and also made a couple of other adjustments with my wheel offsets and tire pressures. I obviously did something right because the car was an absolute rocket! The modifieds and late models had already ran 50 laps each so the track was slicked over already, but the car was still hooking good in the corners and felt great! I was still holding the lead at lap two and was actually starting to put some pretty good distance between myself and the rest of the field! I kept waiting for someone to make a challenge, but no one ever did! The 02 car had broken away from the pack as well and starting gaining on me some, but I still had a good four or five car length lead. Lap 5 and still the #91 leads the field! Then, the caution comes out! This was a terrible break for me and I hated to see it. The 02 car was starting to challenge me, but without the yellow I think I would have held him and the rest of the field off and been able to cruise to the end of the segment. But, yellows are a part of the game so we all bunched back up for the restart. I set the pace down the backstretch and floored it as the green flies again! The 68 car had made his way up to 3rd and I knew he would be knocking at my door sooner or later. I held him and the 02 car off and lead lap 6, only 4 more to go! I had been running the high middle line, but drifted up just a bit too much going into turn 1. The 68 was able to get a nose under me as we came out of turn 2 and made the pass on me down the backstretch in into 3. I got a run on him in turn 4, but wasn't able to get him back and now was concentrating on holding onto the number 2 spot. The 02 was right behind me and coming on strong. He got a couple of looks on me, but my car was really fast off the corners and I was able to hold him off. We take the white flag and the 02 pulls along side of me out of turn 2 and we drag race down the backstretch. I went high in turn 3 and he took the middle. I was able to shoot off the high side of 4 and JUST beat him to the finish by about 3 feet to finish 2nd in the first segment!!! I was thrilled!! That was probably the best I have ever ran and I still couldn't get over how fast the car was and how great it handled, especially since the track was so slicked over. We still had another 10 lap segment to go and I'd be starting 2nd. So could I hold onto it?

Segment #2:

   We picked up where we left off for the 2nd segment, with me starting in the 2nd position. The 68 car has been dominate all year, so my goal was to not worry abouthim and just hold onto my second place position. The green flag drops and we're off! I got a great start and was able to get out ahead of the 02 car, who started beside me, and I had a firm hold on 2nd as we completed the first lap. The 42 had moved up and taken 3rd from the 02 car and was starting to nip at my heels. I kept driving my own race and it was working as we got several laps in with me holding that 2nd place position down! The 68 had moved out to a decent lead, but again, I wasn't worried about him. The 42 got a couple of runs on me but I kept running that high line and was just tearing out of the corners, keeping all of my momentum and putting some distance between he and myself. Lap 5 and the caution comes out, an unlucky break for me once more! The yellow bunched us all up again, and this time I got a terrible restart! The 42 got around me on the start and the 02 pulled along side in turn 1, making the pass in turn 2 and sending me back to 4th. We got one lap in, then the caution comes out again. We restart again and the 35 car and I are door to door as we take the green flag! He got a little ahead of me in turn 3, but I went high again and was able to shoot off of turn 4 and make the pass as we headed for turn 1. As I came out of turn 2 I got on the gas a little too soon and spun myself out, bringing out a caution!! I haven't spun out in several weeks now, so I guess I was due sooner or later, but I really screwed myself out of a great finish. I restarted back in 7th with only two laps to go. I really wanted to get back ahead of the 48 car, as he is right behind me in points. I went high into turn 1 to try and shoot off of two past him, but I got really loose and lost all of my momentum. I went down low in turn 4 and tried to get a run on him, but I didn't get quite enough and had to run really low down the front stretch. This caused me to have to really get on the brakes hard going into turn one, and that meant no momentum coming out of turn 2 to go for the pass. But then the 48 spun out in front of me in turn 2 and I had to slam on the brakes to avoid him, causing me to spin as well. I got turned around real quick though and was able to beat him to the checkered flag, finishing in 6th place. I messed up a chance at a great finish, but was happy that I ran so well as long as I did. Leading those first 6 laps was just awesome and again it showed me that the car is good enough, I just have to not overdrive it. There were two yellows, one in each segment, which really hurt me. If not for them I could have won the first segment and who knows about the second! But I had a great showing and I think it is safe to say that I am over the nervousness that plagued me the last couple of weeks!

Thanks!:

   It was a great showing for all my sponsors and as always, I want to thank all of them: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Howard's and Sons Auto Salvage, Geppetto's Pizza, Gorsuch Real Estate & Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams, and C&D Web Creations. 

   My pit was pretty full again this week. Thanks to Dad and Sarah for helping out and to Jana, Lloyd, and Jody for hanging out and helping too. Mom reclaimed her video taping duties this week and did a great job! Thanks to everyone!

In Conclusion:

   There's more good news! The 06 car didn't show up and the 19 car from what I hear is done for the year after getting into a big wreck last week, which has moved me up to 5th in points! I can't say I like moving up due to those circumstances, but it is SEASON points and I've done what I've had to do to be able to make it out every week and compete, so I have earned it!! The way things look now, as long as I just show up the next two weeks and can finish ahead of the 48 car, I should be able to hold onto it and capture one of my main goals for the year- Top 5 in points!

   I guess it's true what they say in racing- "If at FAST you don't succeed, add more money!" That brand new tire really helped me out a lot this week! The car was about as fast as it has been all year and was handling great with the larger offset rim. I just wish I would have been able to hold onto 2nd place, but one thing is for sure after this week, I have my confidence back and I wasn't thinking about that wall anymore! 

   Only two more weeks to go in the 2003 season. If you haven't made it down yet, you are really starting to run out of time! Hope to see you at the races!



Until next time,		

	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for August 23rd, 2003

********************************************************************

Segment #1:

  1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	5th Scott Denney - 11   

  2nd Nick Christian - 91	6th Josh Smith - 35

  3rd Greg Sullivan - 02	7th Jackie Williams - 48 	              

  4th Tim Bishop - 42 		8th Steve Harper - 00

  

  

Segment #2 (and final):

  1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	5th Josh Smith - 35

  2nd Tim Bishop - 42 		6th Nick Christian - 91 

  3rd Greg Sullivan - 02	7th Jackie Williams - 48 	              

  4th Scott Denney - 11    	8th Steve Harper - 00	

  

********************************************************************

Hobo Points through August 23rd, 2003 (Top 10, Unofficial)

********************************************************************

1st Lance Alcorn 	   750	6th Jackie Williams  570     

2nd Scott Denney 	   712	7th Durland Pople    564      

3rd Tim Bishop       688	8th John Nash Jr     542

4th Josh Smith       674	9th  Eric Wisher     314	

5th Nick Christian   578	10th Andy Yerbic     262	



********************************************************************

Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!

Don's Painting and Wallpapering

Mr. Sweeper

Geppetto's Pizza

Howard's Auto Salvage

Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.

Sheriwn-Williams Paints

C&D Web Creations
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