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Welcome!

	Things went a little bit better this week, as I seem to have solved my overheating problem that put a damper on my return to the track last week. There are still a few things to work out, most of which have to do with the driver, but I'll get them taken care of. Here are the details from this past week's action!

Heat Race:

	I started 4th out 5 cars in the 2nd heat race. The temperature stayed pretty good during mud laps and hot laps, so I wasn't so concerned about that and could go out there and worry about racing! The green flag flies and away we go! The 68 car started beside me and was able to get ahead of me on the start. He goes low into turn 1 and I went high, getting a bit of a run on him. The 11 car had gone really high through turns 1 and 2 and I was able to pass him as he got himself up into the loose stuff. He was all over me for the next couple of laps, but ended up running off the top of the backstretch. I was never able to get caught up with the rest of the cars, but I was mainly concentrating on getting a feel for the car again and making sure the temperature stayed good. As I came out of turn 4 on to take the checkered flag, my right rear tire blew out and I almost ended up in the wall, again! I have to admit this really got me spooked, and even worse was that I blew a $100 tire for the second time in as many weeks!

Feature Time!:

	Yet another bad starting spot in the feature for me, 10th out of 14 cars. I haven't had very good starting spots this entire year. Green flag! I got a good start and run down the front stretch, causing me to have to brake a bit more going into one since we were still all bunched up. The 06 car jumps down below me and makes the pass as we tear out of turn 2. We come back around for lap two and several cars get together in turn 2. I barely made it around all of them, the second of several close calls for me tonight. We take the green again and go into turn one 4 WIDE with the 02, 06, 00, and myself. We all made it through some how and the 00 car and I are side by side, with the 02 and 06 right in front of us. Several cars tangle up again, this time in turn 4 and again I am able to squeeze by unharmed! We restart again and I got a great jump on the start. I closed in fast on the 35 car on the backstretch was at the very top of the track. I had to slow down a bit to avoid hitting him, and the 11 and 00 cars get under both of us. No matter though because yet another yellow comes out for a single car spin. We take the green again and the 35 and I are side by side down the front stretch and all the way through turns 1 and 2. I was able to move ahead of him down the backstretch, but again the yellow comes out! We restart again with about the same result, myself and the 35 running side by side. He was able to get by me on the backstretch and as we went into turn 3, another pile up occurred in turn 4. This was getting a bit ridiculous! We only had 5 laps in and just as many cautions! Once again we restart and I got a great one, passing the 35 on the start and chasing down the 11 and 02 cars. Finally we got several laps in and I was getting a lot more comfortable out there.  I was able to get close to the 11 and 02 cars a few times, but I admit I was being a little gun shy out there and wasn't wanting to push things too hard. I guess I still have visions of heading into the wall in my head and want to just take care of the car, and myself! I was getting into a nice groove though as we ran 7 laps without a yellow. Then 35 car spun out behind me though and once again, the caution was out. We restart one last time with 4 laps to go. I got a great jump again and made a run on the 02 car. I'm right behind him as we go into turn 3. I took the middle line and was able to pass him high as we tore out of turn 4. The 06 car was right in front of me and the 02 was still right behind me. The three of us, along with the 35 were all bunched up as we went through turn 2 and I backed off a little bit, allowing the 02 to get by me again. The 02 and 06 battled in front of me for the next few laps and I probably could have stuck my nose in there if I really wanted to, but again I am still a little gun shy out there. I did get one good run on the 06 car, but it wasn't good enough and I took the checkered flag in 7th place. Not too bad, but I was mainly happy to just finish a feature for the first time in quite a while!

Thanks!:

	As always, thanks for all the great support from each of my sponsors: Don's Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Howard's and Sons Auto Salvage, Geppetto's Pizza, Gorsuch Real Estate & Auction Co., Sherwin-Williams, and C&D Web Creations. 

	My sister Sarah was the lone pit-crew member this week and did a great job helping out, thanks sis! Also big thanks to, surprise surprise, Roger and Cliff Howard. I had a last minute problem I found with the car Saturday, a busted axle bearing. Once again the Howard's came to my rescue with a spare axle and I wouldn't have been able to run without it! 

In other news:

	I haven't been doing a very good job keeping the website updated, but I did get it all updated last night so be sure to check it out.

In Conclusion:

	Last week I wasn't able to do much racing because I was concentrating so hard on the temperature gauge. This week I was able to go out and run a lot harder, but again I'll admit that I was being a little edgy out there, especially with all the near misses that night. Hitting that wall so hard will do strange things to you, but I think racing those long green flag runs in the feature really helped me out. I could have been more aggressive those last few laps and might have been able to pick up a couple more positions, but I know I am being a bit too cautious out there. I will get over it though and hope to finish out the season strong! 

	Next week is the Tough Spoon 100 race. The Late Models and Modifieds will run two separate 50-lap segments, with the field being inverted after the first segment. In out case, I believe we run two 10 lap segments, again with the field being inverted after the first segment. This is one of the more prestigious races of the year and always seems to produce a lot of action, so don't miss it! Hope to see you at the races!



Until next time,		

	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for August 16th, 2003

********************************************************************

Heat #1: 			Heat #2:			Heat #3:	

1st Greg Sullivan - 02	1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	1st Tim Bishop - 42

2nd Dan Gebhardt - 18J 	2nd Rick Diegel - 711   2nd Eric Wisher - 8 	

3rd Jason Boggs - 58	3rd Josh Smith - 35     3rd Durland Pople -19

  

Feature:

  1st Lance Alcorn - 68 	6th John Nash, Jr - 06 

  2nd Tim Bishop - 42		7th Nick Christian - 91

  3rd Scott Denney - 11   	8th Josh Smith - 35 	              

  4th Eric Wisher - 8 		9th Jacki Williams - 48

  5th Greg Sullivan - 02	10th Rick Diegel - 711 

  

********************************************************************

Hobo Points through August 16th, 2003 (Top 10, Unofficial)

********************************************************************

1st Lance Alcorn 	   700	6th John Nash Jr     542     

2nd Scott Denney 	   668	7th Nick Christian   538      

3rd Tim Bishop       640	8th Jackie Williams  532

4th Josh Smith       632	9th  Eric Wisher     314	

5th Durland Pople    564	10th Andy Yerbic     262	
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Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!

Don's Painting and Wallpapering

Mr. Sweeper

Geppetto's Pizza

Howard's Auto Salvage

Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.

Sheriwn-Williams Paints

C&D Web Creations
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