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Welcome!


	Welcome to the latest edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter! I know the last time you all heard from me I said I was done for the year, but guess what?!


I'M BA-AACK!!!!


	Read on for all the great (and not so great) details!


Howards to the rescue!:


	The races got rained out two weeks ago, the 2nd. This should have been the first sign from the Racing Gods that things were going my way. Then that Sunday night, I got a call from Cliff Howard. He had looked at the car again and thought we should take a shot at fixing it. I figured he was crazy but if Cliff thought he and Roger could fix it, I was willing to give it a shot! I got the car down to Roger's Monday night and we got to work. There was a lot of cutting of bent bars and metal that needed to be done first and once all that was out of the way we had a better idea of what needed to be done. The left frame horn wasn't bent to extreme.  A little heat, a chain, and a jack got it straightened back out. The right side was a little worse but it got bent back fairly straight also. Roger hacked off the front of the frame horns and we found some steel to rebuild them with. Ironically, the steel we used to rebuild the frame horns came off of my old rear end, which I had given to Roger for scrap! By the end of Wednesday night, the frame horns, roll bars, a very "sturdy" steel bar for a bumper, and new front fenders were all in place. We finished getting a new cooling system installed (my good fan and radiator were destroyed in the wreck), set the steering, and other misc. work done Thursday and fired the car up.  I was going crazy with excitement! I drove it up and down the alley a couple of times and it felt pretty good. I still couldn't believe I was driving the thing again! A few more things got finished up on Saturday and we headed for the track!


	Most of the good news ends here. When we had fired the car up a few times before Saturday and everything ran fine and it never got hot. It took the car out for mud laps and it was running a little warmer than normal, but not bad.  I went out for hot laps and was mainly concerned with getting a feel for the car and seeing how it was going to handle. It actually felt pretty good, but as I took a peak at my temperature gauge, I stopped worrying about the handling. It was running at about 220, which is getting pretty warm! I pulled in and the pit crew was waiting with the water bottle. It cooled down pretty fast, but we were going to have to figure something out. We hadn't put a fan shroud on the car because the way things turned out, the fan was actually pretty close to the radiator and it had stayed cool without it when it was idling. I had thrown in the top half of a shroud in the van and we put it on and hoped it would help keep things cool for the heat race.


Heat Race:


	I started 6th out of 8 cars in the second heat race. This was fine with me since I knew I would be paying more attention to the temp gauge than anything else. The green flies and off we go! I told myself to just get a feel for things again and see how the car was going to handle. I wasn't going to push things too hard until I was confident with the car. I was able to stay ahead of a couple of cars but didn't push too hard to catch anyone in front of me. I kept a real close eye on that temperature gauge and it started going up again after a couple of laps. It didn't get too bad so I stayed out, but went in as soon as I took the checkered flag. Again the crew got it cooled down but I had to decide if I wanted to risk it in the feature again or not.


Feature Time!:


	I decided to go out for the feature, but didn't figure I would be able to complete all 15 laps by the time the thing heated up on me again. Adding to this problem was that my right rear tire had gone flat. I don't have a lot to choose from as far as spares, and had to throw on an old worn out tire, not good since the track was extremely dry slick this night. I started pretty far back in the field, again not a problem with me since I was having so many problems, I really just wanted to survive the night! The results were about the same as the heat race. I was really just kind of out there turning laps and keeping a close eye on the temp gauge. The car with that junk tire on the right rear was EXTREMELY loose! In fact that is probably the loosest it had ever been. Every time I started to get back on the gas it wanted to come around on me. We got about 7 laps in and it started heating up again on me. Once it hit 230, I pulled in and once again the crew got me cooled down in a hurry, but I was done for the night.


Thanks!:


	I was disappointed with all the heating problems and not running well, but just being back out on the track was a HUGE accomplishment. I'm not even sure how to put into words how much I appreciate all of the effort and hard work that Roger and Cliff Howard put into getting the car fixed. I really didn't think it could be done, but those guys literally rose the car from the dead! I'm still in complete awe! Thank you both very much!


	I'm really glad I'm going to be able to finish out the year to be out there representing all of my great sponsors. Thanks as always to Don's Painting, Mr. Sweeper, Howard's and Sons Auto Salvage, Geppetto's Pizza, Gorsuch Real Estate, Sherwin-Williams, and C&D Web Creations. 


	I had a pretty full pit crew this week with Dad, Cliff, Sarah, and my brother Tim finally making it down this year helping out! Good thing too because we should worked on the thing a lot down there all night! Thanks everyone!


In Conclusion:


	The bad news is that I didn't run well this week mainly due to the overheating, but the good news is that the car turned good in hot laps and the heat. That junk tire killed me in the feature along with the over heating, but I didn't expect to finish the race anyway. We'll get the overheating problem fixed and be back next week running like I have been. I'm going to need to because these last two weeks finishing outside the top 10 have hurt me in points. The 06 car has passed me for 6th place, and I am barley holding on to 7th. We are all three only separated by 4 points so it should be exciting! I'll get back on track though and hopefully finish out the season on a high note!


	As long as the car holds up and continues to turn good, I may go ahead and keep it for next year. It all depends on how things go, but being able to keep this car and not put a bunch of money in a new one would allow me to really turn this car into a winner next season. Just one of the many decisions to be made in the off season! Right now I've got to get myself back into thinking about finishing out this year first! It's great to be back! Hope to see you at the races!





Until next time,		


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for August 9th, 2003


********************************************************************


Heat #1: 			Heat #2:	


1st Steve Harper - 00	1st Lance Alcorn - 68 


2nd Greg Sullivan - 02 	2nd Josh Smith - 35


3rd Eric Wisher - 8 	3rd Tim Bishop - 42


  


Feature:


  1st Eric Wisher - 8		6th Scott Denney - 11   


  2nd Lance Alcorn - 68		7th John Nash, Jr - 06 


  3rd Steve Harper - 00		8th Rick Diegel - 711	              


  4th Josh Smith - 35		9th Durland Pople - 19		


  5th Tim Bishop - 42		10th Greg Sullivan - 02


  


********************************************************************


Hobo Points through July 19th, 2003 (Top 10, Unofficial)


********************************************************************


1st Lance Alcorn 	   572	6th Nick Christian   444      


2nd Scott Denney 	   538	7th Jackie Williams  436      


3rd Tim Bishop 	   516	8th John Nash Jr     418


4th Josh Smith       504	9th  Andy Yerbic    260	


5th Durland Pople    466	10th Curtis Link    230	





********************************************************************


Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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