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Welcome!


	Welcome to the latest edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter! This week was rough, really rough. There's an old adage in racing that says, "It's a good night whenever you can drive the car on the trailer at the end of the night". Well, this past Saturday was definitely NOT a good night for me. If you dare, read on for the details.


Heat Race:


	We had a few more cars on hand tonight, so many in fact that we had three heat races, which is a good thing! I started 3rd out of 4 cars in the final heat race, and knew that I had a great shot at bringing home a second heat race win as the other cars in the race were all ones I've been running pretty even with. It had the makings of a great competitive race. The green flag flies and away we go! I quickly cleared the 48 car, who started next to me and was hot on the tail of the 42, who started out front. I went into turn one high and got a great run down the backstretch. I dove low in turn three but couldn't get around him, and the 35 car was nipping at my heels. We come out of turn 4 and I get a good run again on the 42 car. The car was running and handling great and I knew I was going to be able to pass him, it was just a matter of where and when. Again I went high in turns 1 and 2. I got a great run down the backstretch, but the 42 drifted up a bit to cut off my passing lane. I was at the very top of the track and went into turn 3 really high, still right on his bumper. We come around again and once more I go high in turns 1 and 2. I shot off of turn 2 and cut down low to avoid ramming into the back of him. I had the momentum and knew this was my shot! He took the middle line into turn three and I dove down really deep and pulled along the side of him. We were door to door in the middle of the corner and as we started coming out of turn 4, I got about a half a car length on him. Then things got ugly, real ugly. I was at the very bottom of the track as we came out of turn 4. Just as we started down the straightaway, we banged doors and something must have got hooked between us. We both veered off and headed head first towards the wall. In what seemed like forever, I could see the wall coming and knew this wasn't going to be good. SLAM!!! It was a VERY hard impact almost straight head on. After a few seconds my head cleared a bit and I started making sure I was ok. Other than being a bit dazed, I was. The car however wasn't so lucky.


Assessing the damage:


	The car got towed into the pits, and it wasn't a pretty site. If fact, the wrecker went ahead and loaded it up onto the trailer, there was no driving it up. My hands and knees were still shaking pretty badly and it took me quite a while for my nerves to calm down.


Looking at the damage, I knew it was bad, but wasn't sure if it could be fixed or not. Sunday I had Cliff and Roger take a look at it. The news is not good. The entire front frame is completely bent. My radiator, fan, and hoses are all junk. Even the motor is cocked a little bit. The car is basically done for, and it looks like for the rest of the season, so am I. I really can't begin to say how devastating this is. Just when things had been going so great and I had been running so good, just like that it's all over. I should feel lucky in that I wasn't hurt after taking such a huge hit. I was a little sore Sunday morning, but nothing serious. I'm just sorry I won't be able to finish what has been an unbelievable year.


So what now?:


	I am making a few calls to see if I can find a car to drop my motor into and finish the year out. But in reality, whether I miss one week or miss the remaining 6 weeks of the season, I will more than likely drop no lower than 8th place in points for the year. I think the best plan of action may be to just start saving up now and be on the look out for another car or start building a new one. I would really like to build a brand new car for next year and that's the plan at this point in time. Then I can come back in 2004 ready to take the next leap and start winning on a consistent basis and be a serious contender for the championship.


If this is the end of the 2003 season for me, what a year it has been! I made HUGE strides from where I was last year, and really felt like I had a legitimate shot at winning a feature this year and getting into the top-5 in points. Every week since the new rear end went in I just felt like I kept getting better and better and have learned a lot about what it takes to drive the car.


Thanks!:


	I can't even begin to thank everyone who has helped make this year so great. My sponsors have been great support as always. I feel really bad I won't be able to be out there the rest of the season to represent you all, but I hope to have you all back next year and I promise to make up for it! Of course I simply cannot say thank you enough to Roger and Cliff Howard. Without parts from Roger, help from Cliff, and advice from both, there is just simply no way I would have gotten to the point I am at. My family has been a huge support this year as well. Dad has helped out a lot, been the pit crew most of the year, and of course is a great sponsor with Don's Painting. Mom has done a great job taping the races and cheering me on and my sister Sarah has really gotten into it this year. I also have to send out big thanks to Tom Gibson and Rip Bainter for all their help getting the car ready at the beginning of the year. I also want to thank everyone else who has cheered me on this year. I've had so many people come up and tell me how good I've been running this year and that does mean a lot. All in all I only have one thing to say to all of you, I truly do appreciate everything that everyone has done to help me live out this dream of mine.


Thank you all very much!


In Conclusion:


	I usually get the weekly results off the SpoonRiverSpeedway.com, but they haven't been posted yet, so the results and points have not been updated this week. I am still 6th in points, but that will change after this week for sure.


	I should have some pictures up on the website of the damage by the end of the week, so be sure to check back for those if you want to see just how bad it was.


	I'll send out a Newsletter every now and then to keep you all updated on how things are going as I look towards 2004. Again it's been a great season and I have learned a lot. I can't wait for next year because I know I'm going to come back and make good on what I have already deemed as next year's motto- JUST WIN, BABY!


	


Until next time,		


	Nick Christian
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Hobo Results for June 26th, 2003


********************************************************************


Heat #1: 	Heat #2:	Heat #3:


1st ??	1st ?? 	1st Josh Smith - 35


2nd ?? 	2nd ??	2nd Jacki Williams - 48


3rd ?? 	3rd ??	3rd ?? 


  


Feature:


  1st Clint Rich - 23B		6th ??


  2nd Josh Smith - 35		7th ??


  3rd John Nash, Jr - 06	8th ??	              


  4th Scott Denney - 11   	9th ??		


  5th Greg Sullivan - 02	10th ??


  


********************************************************************


Hobo Points through July 19th, 2003 (Top 10, Unofficial)


********************************************************************


1st Lance Alcorn 	   572	6th Nick Christian   444      


2nd Scott Denney 	   538	7th Jackie Williams  436      


3rd Tim Bishop 	   516	8th John Nash Jr     418


4th Josh Smith       504	9th  Andy Yerbic    260	


5th Durland Pople    466	10th Curtis Link    230	





********************************************************************


Thanks as always to my 2003 Season sponsors!


Don's Painting and Wallpapering


Mr. Sweeper


Geppetto's Pizza


Howard's Auto Salvage


Gorsuch Real Estate and Auction Co.


Sheriwn-Williams Paints


C&D Web Creations
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