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As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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Kim getting me strapped in.

Welcome!

   Welcome to Edition #37 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! This past Saturday was the 2002 Season Championship race, and what a great night it turned out to be for the #91 team! Read on for all of the exciting details!
Heat Race:

   I started 4th out of 6 cars in the 1st heat race. The green flies and away we go! The 5th place starter quickly moves around me by the time we that get to turn one.  Down the backstretch, the 64 car gets by also, leaving me in last. I decided just to take it a little easy, and hopefully a yellow would come out and I could get back up there. No yellow ever came though, and I finished the Heat in 6th. 

Feature Time!:

   As we do for the Mid-Season and Season Championship races, we all lined up on the front stretch by points and were each introduced to the crowd.  The #91 fans were pretty vocal, thanks everyone!  We get strapped in and get the 1, 2, 3, Start Your Engines! We take the green flag and the 01 car behind me jumps the start and gets around me.  The track was extremely dry this night, and it didn't take me long to figure that out.  I went into turn one, but got back on the gas too soon and lost it in turn two. The #52 car tagged me pretty good in the passengers door, but everything was OK and you could still read "Mr. Sweeper", which was a big relief! It was a complete restart, which put me back in 7th spot, and we take the green again. Coming out of turn two, a couple of cars get together and spin out, bringing out another yellow. We restart once more, and this time we get several laps in. A couple of cars manage to get by me, but I am running pretty good in 9th, just trying not to loose it in the corners. The track very dusty, and most of the time the car in front of me would just disappear in the corner, which is definitely nerve racking. I don't like that! I am letting off the gas pretty early and really easing back into it. On lap 7 and couple of cars get together, bringing out another yellow. We take the green again, with me in the 7th position.  I go into turn one, and had to swerve high to avoid a big wreck. The 8 car had taken out Cliff in turn 1. The 8 got sent to the back, which moved me up to 5th with 3 laps to go.  We get going again and get one lap in, then the 64 car spins and hits the tires, which moves me up to 4th. They line us back up, and the officials send the #22 to the pits for a flat tire, moving me up to 3rd with two laps to go! Green flag again, and the 8 car quickly moves through the field, and gets by me, putting me in 4th.  I saw the two-to-go flag, and was telling myself, "patience, Patience, PATIENCE!!"  I knew I had a great finish if I could just keep from spinning out on the very slick track.  I come out of turn 2 on lap 8, and the 19 car pulls off the track, putting me back in 3rd! I come around for the white flag and was so excited I could hardly stand it! I tried to take it easy, but not too easy on the last lap, and made it back to the checkered flag with an incredible 3rd place feature finish!! I was absolutely ecstatic! This was my best feature finish ever and definitely THE highlight of my racing career so far! It was even better than my heat race win a few weeks ago. The whole 91 crew met me in the tech area, and I was so glad that everyone made it down tonight to see this happen!  What a great night!

Thanks:
   As I have all year, I first would like to sincerely thank all of my 2002 season sponsors.  I wouldn’t have been able to do it without all of your support, and I hope to have you all back on board for 2003! Thank you very much to Don’s Painting, Mr. 

Hobo Results for 

September 7th, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Willie Heinze - 77T 

2nd Eric Wisher - 8

Heat #2:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Greg Sullivan - 22

Feature:
1st Willie Heinze - 77T 

2nd Eric Wisher - 8

3rd Nick Christian - 91

4th Don Entrekin - 52

5th Cliff Howard - 77

6th Durland Pople - 19

7th Rick Diegel - 01

8th Greg Sullivan - 22

9th Curtis Link - 64

10th Josh Smith - 35

11th Buddy Hopkins - 17B

12th Ron Egli - 99x
Final 2002 Hobo Points              (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77t Willie Heinze  822

 2 77  Cliff Howard   812

 3 8   Eric Wisher    758

 4 22  Greg Sullivan  690

 5 19  Durland Pople  686

 6 35  Josh Smith     668

 7 91  Nick Christian 608

 8 52  Don Entrekin   584

 9 5J  Jim Jorgensen  496

10 01  Rick Diegel    494

11 99x Ron Egli       452

12 5D  Danny Glover   402

13 47  Andy Yerbic    368

14 711 K Pritchard    354

15 27  Lonnie Stone   312

16 64 Curtis Link     254

17 55  F Heindrickson 240

18 17B Buddy Hopkins  230

19 99  Bill Wilhelm   204

20 6d  Jerry Deforest 180
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 Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. 

   The next and probably biggest thanks go to Roger and Cliff Howard.  There have been several weeks this year that I simply would not have been running if it weren't for all of the help, parts, and advice from them. They have been just unbelievable, and I just can't say enough great things about them. Thank you very much.  

   I also could not do it every week without help from the pit crew.  Thank you very much to everyone who has come down and helped out at some point this year: Jim Jorgensen, Jody Jorgensen, my wife Kim, my dad Don, Ellen Sheets, Joe Church, Jody Johnson, Matt Russell, my sister Sarah, my mom Joyce, my brother Tim, and Leyona Church. Thank you all so much for all of your help and support!

In Other News:
   I plan on having the car in the Canton Friendship Festival parade this Saturday, so be sure to look for us and yell if you'd like some candy!

   The annual Spoon River Speedway awards banquet is on Saturday, December 7th at the Canton VFW. I'd love to have my sponsors and fans there, so try to join us if you can.  I'm hoping to bring home some hardware this year, and I'll be sure to let you all know how that went and also give you an update on the work that has been done to the car at that point. 

   Congratulations also to my teammate Jim Jorgensen, who was able to get a 9th place finish in the final point standings. Way to go buddy, hope to have you back next year. Also congratulations to my "virtual teammate" and "my hero", Cliff Howard. Cliff just missed out on a second championship, but brought home an awesome second place finish. He also had the most feature wins in the hobo class with 8. It's been a ton of fun racing with both of you guys this year! Thank you both for all your help and the fun. 
Plans for 2003:

   I would love to be able to both build a good engine and build a new car this winter, but I am not sure I will be able to do both.  I plan to concentrate on getting the engine redone first, then if there is time and money left over, I will get the new car done.  The car I have now is still a good car, but it has been beaten up quite a bit this year, and I'd like to start off fresh next year.  However things go, you are sure to see the #91 running up front next year, and who knows, maybe I can improve on this week's finish and bring home that first feature win!
In Conclusion:

   My great feature finish was more than enough to get me a 7th place finish in the final 2002 Season Point's Race. That's a pretty good accomplishment considering all of the problems I have had this year, and something that I am very proud I was able to do. Next year my goal is to get into that Top-5, and who knows, maybe better than that. I think this 3rd place feature finish is a sign of good things to come in 2003!

   It has been a long season, but I'm sure the winter will be even longer.  It's been a rough year also with all of the wrecks I have been in and stuff that has broken, but it has been a ton of fun too and I wouldn't trade it for anything. All I have to do is look back at last year, and I know I am miles ahead of where I was. I've learned so much about driving and working on the car this year, it is really amazing. That gets me excited about where I will be at this time next year. Thank you once again to everyone who has helped and supported me this year. I can't wait to do it again next year! Is it April yet??

Until Next Year,


Nick Christian
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