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As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:

Sorry, I'm all out! I have to get some more pictures scanned! Check back next week. I should have the Heat Race win picture by then.

Welcome!

    
Welcome to Edition #34 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! This week can be summed up in two little words, I WON!! I finally captured my first official Heat Race win.  Unfortunately I wasn't able to follow that good luck into the feature, but it was still a great night! Here are all of the thrilling details!

Heat Race:

For those who aren't aware, the first heat race in each class is called the Trophy Dash. Once you win a Trophy Dash, you are not able to run in another Trophy Dash until everyone else has won one.  I really like this rule because it gives everyone a chance to win at least one Heat Race.  Well, with the season getting close to the end, there weren't a whole lot of cars left who hadn't won one yet. This past Saturday, there were only four cars in attendance that hadn't won one yet.  One of the cars broke during hot laps, so that left only myself, my teammate Jim in the 5J, and the 99x of Ron Egli. I knew I had a good shot at winning, but that I would have a handful holding Jim off.

As the time for our heat drew near, I was getting really nervous.  The butterflies hadn't been this bad since my first race.  Things didn't start out so well though.  I got all strapped in and fired the engine up. There was a really loud clanking noise coming from under the hood! I had no idea what it was, but the pit crew rushed over to check it out.  The hood came off and they found that the hood was rubbing my fan.  My poor hood has gotten worse and worse by the week ever since my big wreck a few weeks ago, and it finally got weak enough to get into the fan.  We left the hood off and I went out topless!

I started on the pole position for the race, with Jim and the 99x right behind me.  I lead us down the backstretch and hit the gas as soon as I see the green.  Jim wasted no time in pulling along side of me, and we go into turn one door to door with me on the outside and Jim right below me.  We stayed just like that out of two and all the way down the backstretch! I knew that Jim has had a problem with pushing up high, so I let off the gas a little early, and let him have the low line into the corner.  He did push up the track some, which allowed me to get back under him and we are door to door again. I go low into turn one, hoping he wouldn't have enough to pass me high. He did though and I finally fell in line behind him going down the backstretch.  He got a couple of car lengths on me by the time we came around for lap 3.  I was really pushing hard trying to get a good run on him.  Going into turn 1, I hit a rut that had developed and spun out, bringing out a yellow.  We get lined back up with two laps to go.  I get past the 99x as soon as the green flag flies and I'm trying to case down Jim.  He has about a 2 car length lead on me, and I am pushing hard to catch him.  I got a little loose in turn 4, and had to let off the gas and straighten the car out, which let him get a little more lead on me with one lap to go.  I went into turn one, and could see that I was quickly closing in on him.  Unfortunately for him, Jim hit that same rut I hit, and it flattened his right rear tire. I didn't know this at the time, but got really excited when I saw I was closing on him.  I'm right on his bumper coming out of turn two, and break down low on the backstretch and make the pass!  I was really low on the track when I went into turn 3, which is not the line I usually take into the corner. I had to get on the brakes and almost lost it! I got straighten out and stood on the gas.  I saw Jim pull along side of me, but was able to hold on and took the checkered flag by half a car length!!  It was a really great finish, and a huge rush to finally get that first official win!   I pulled into victory lane and got my trophy and picture taken.  It was a great thrill that I will never forget!
Feature Time:

Well, this is about where the good news for this week stops.  I started 6th out of 11 cars, so I hoped another Top 10 would be there for me as long as I could finish.  We take the green flag and I get a good run on the 99x car.  We make a little bit of contact going into turn one, but I get past him and am running in 4th!  As I go down the backstretch though, the 

Hobo Results for 

August 17th, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Nick Christian - 91

2nd Ron Egli - 99x

3rd Jim Jorgensen - 5J
Heat #2:

1st Don Entrekin - 52

2nd Curtis Link - 64

Heat #2:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Clay Wisher - 8
Feature:

1st Clay Wisher - 8

2nd Cliff Howard - 77

3rd Willie Heinz -77t

4th Greg Sullivan - 22

5th Durland Pople - 19

6th Curtis Link - 64

7th Josh Smith - 35

8th Jim Jorgensen - 5J
9th Don Entrekin - 52 

10th Ron Egli - 99x

11th Nick Christian - 91

12th Rick Diegel - 01
2002 Hobo Points after Aug 17th (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77t Willie Heinze  694

 2 77  Cliff Howard   674

 3 8   Eric Wisher    612

 4 22  Greg Sullivan  580

 5 19  Durland Pople  562

 6 35  Josh Smith     558

 7 91  Nick Christian 502

 8 52  Don Entrekin   478

 9 5J  Jim Jorgensen  464

10 01  Rick Diegel    456

11 5D  Danny Glover   402

12 47  Andy Yerbic    368

13 99x Ron Egli       356

14 711 K Pritchard    354

15 27  Lonnie Stone   312

16 55  F Heindrickson 240

17 99  Bill Wilhelm   204

18 6d  Jerry Deforest 180

19 17B Buddy Hopkins  164

20 64 Curtis Link     134

yellow flag comes out. We line back up in our original starting spots.  Again I get a good run on the 99x and am running in 4th place going down the backstretch on lap 1.  I could hear a car coming behind me going into turn 3 and took the middle line, trying to give him enough room to get around me without going through me.  Well, I guess I didn't give him enough room.  He hit me in the left rear quarter panel, and got underneath me. We were literally door to door in the middle of the corner, and we made contact again and I spun around.  I hoped I was going to make it through OK, but the 99x car was right behind us and had no where to go, and he slammed into my driver's side door.  It was a hard hit, but I was OK. We were stuck together, and I went to go into reverse to break us apart. Unfortunately, the car didn't move at all.  I shifted into drive, still nothing.  Something had broken in the impact.  They wrecker crew pushed us apart, and  I rolled into the pits, but had to be pushed part of the way in.  I got out and jacked the car up.  My first thought was that the shifting linkage was tore up, but it was fine.  I didn't see anything else wrong, and was afraid that I had junked the transmission.  Whatever the problem was, it ended my night in 11th place.
Thanks:
 
An enormous thank you to my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. I am so glad I was able to finally get a win for you guys who have all been so great in supporting me! I promise next year there will be many more wins to come!


Thank you as always to the pit crew, Jim, Ellen, Dad, Kim, Joe, and Leyona, plus all of the help from Roger, Cliff, and Jeff.

I also want to thank the Racing Gods for providing some divine intervention when Jim got that flat tire which allowed me to win the heat race!

In Other News:

An investigation on Sunday showed that I shattered one of the gears in the rear end. I remember that I still had my foot on the gas after I spun. I think the gear shattered when the engine was trying to turn the gear one way, and the momentum of the car going backwards was trying to turn it the other way. If I would have lifted off the gas, I probably would have been OK.  It all happened so fast though that there was no time to think about that. I could take the rear end out of the car I have been stripping out for next year, but Cliff says it will be easier just to replace the gear.  I also bent an A-arm and have yet more dents to bang out this week.  It's another long week ahead for us!


I am still sitting very nicely in 7th place.  The 8th place car did gain 4 points on me, but I should be able to hold him off the next 3 weeks and stay in the 7th position.


The 2002 Season is quickly coming to an end.  We have 3 more points races, plus two special shows that I don't know if we will run or not. I hope you can make it out to cheer us on if you haven't already this year.

In Conclusion:


My first "official" win was certainly the highlight of my racing career so far! I say "official" win because I did win a Trophy Dash last year, but as some of you may remember, I was the only car in that race, so it didn't really count in my book. This one I earned!  All of the work, blood, sweat, tears, and money that has gone into this was surely worth it when I crossed that finish line first!  I can't wait until next year when this WILL be a more frequent occasion!

Thanks for taking the time to read this Edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter!

Until Next Week,
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Nick Christian
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