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As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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One more "Race Day Photo" courtesy of C&D Web Creations


Welcome!

    
Welcome to Edition #33 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! It was another pretty decent week for us. Read on for all of the details!

Heat Race:

I attended my cousin's wedding on Saturday in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  The wedding did not start until 3:00, and I knew it was going to be close getting back home and to the track in time for my heat race.  I had Jeff Reedy standing by just in case I didn't make it. I booked it home and we made it from Cedar Rapids back to Canton in about 2 hours, 45 minutes! We got to the track during the E-Mod heats, so I had a few minutes to get ready for my heat.  I started 3rd out of 4 cars in the 1st Heat race. My teammate Jim was on the pole, and I was right behind him as we approached the green flag.  I tried to time the start, but I went a little early and had to get off the gas.  As soon as I did, Jim and the 2nd place car took off.  It was a terrible start for me, and allowed the 4th place car to get around me also.  They didn't get too far away from me, and I was catching up to them by the second lap.  On lap 2, Jim's hood flies off, and the yellow comes out.  This was good for me since I had gotten such a bad start the first time.  We take the green again and I get a better start this time.  I get a couple of nice runs on the 64 car, but he is able to hold me off.  The 17 car gets under Jim in turn 3, and the 64 dives under him. Jim pushes up the track really high, and all 3 of them almost got tangled up.  I thought I was going to take the lead all by myself for a minute.  This allowed me to get around Jim, side by side with the 17 car, and right behind the 64, who had gained the lead, with one lap to go.  The 17 dives under me hard in turn one, and starts to spin in turn 2.  All I saw was his door and thought for sure I was going to T-bone him. I some how avoided him and straightened the car back up and took the checkered flag in 2nd place.  This was my 3rd second place heat race finish this year. I am going to get a win in one of these sometime soon!

Feature Time:

My good heat race finish got me a 4th place start in the feature, out of 12 cars.   We take the green flag, but there was a yellow on the first lap, so we all lined back up in our starting positions.  We get going again, and I am running pretty good. The 52 car had gotten under me in turn 1, but pushed up high, which allowed me to stay right behind him going down the backstretch.  I went in low to try and pass him back, but I lost the car and spun out.  I kept going, but the yellow came out anyway.  I thought it was for me, so I lined up in the back. I got a break when they told me to come back to the front.  The yellow had come out for another car spinning out before me.  The top two cars had dropped out, and with no laps scored we went back to our original starting line up, and I was in 2nd! We restart and the 3rd place car gets by and goes after Cliff, who is leading.  I kept waiting for the other faster cars to come up behind me, but I was holding them off and kept my 3rd place spot for a lap.  By the next lap though they had caught up and one got by me.  We get several laps in, and I am losing one position about every lap, but was still running solid in 6th.  Then we get another yellow flag.  I restarted in 5th (we go back to the previous lap), but get a little loose in turn 2 and drift up high.  Remembering my bad experience the last time I got on the high side of 2, I backed off and made sure I stayed off the lip of the track.  This allowed a few cars to go under me, but I still had some to hold off.  I went hard into 3 

Hobo Results for 

August 3rd, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Curtis Link - 64

2nd Nick Christian - 91
Heat #2:

1st Don Entrekin - 52

2nd Willie Heinz -77t

Heat #2:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Clay Wisher - 8
Feature:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Willie Heinz -77t

3rd Clay Wisher - 8

4th Durland Pople - 19

5th Greg Sullivan - 22

6th Josh Smith - 35

7th Jim Jorgensen - 5J

8th Nick Christian - 91

9th Ryan Wilson - 87

10th Buddy Hopkins - 17B
2002 Hobo Points after Aug 10th (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77t Willie Heinze  648

 2 77  Cliff Howard   626

 3 8   Eric Wisher    562

 4 22  Greg Sullivan  536

 5 35  Josh Smith     520

 6 19  Durland Pople  520

 7 91  Nick Christian 472

 8 52  Don Entrekin   444

 9 5J  Jim Jorgensen  428

10 01  Rick Diegel    426

11 5D  Danny Glover   402

12 47  Andy Yerbic    368

13 711 K Pritchard    354

14 99x Ron Egli       324

15 27  Lonnie Stone   312

16 55  F Heindrickson 240

17 99  Bill Wilhelm   204

18 6d  Jerry Deforest 180

19 17B Buddy Hopkins  164

20 18m Clay Murphy    126


and tried to get a run on the cars that had passed me, then the 17 car hits me in the left rear quarter panel in the middle of the turn and spins me clear around.  The yellow comes out and I get my spot back.  It's lap 8 now and I restart in 6th place, with two laps to go.  I got a little impatient on the next lap, and get back on the gas too hard coming out of turn 4.  The rear of the car started to come around, and I almost saved it, but spun on the front stretch.  Again I just kept going, but was way behind the other cars. I shifted up from low into drive and just went easy on the engine. With only 2 laps to go, I knew the only way I was going to catch up was if we had a yellow, so there was no reason to push the engine hard. We didn't get a yellow, but the 17 car did spin on the last lap, and I took the checkered flag in 8th.  
Thanks:
 
As I do each and every week, a huge thank you to my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations.


Thank you as always to the pit crew, Jim, Ellen, Matt, Sarah, and Kim. An extra thanks to Jim for taking my car down by himself this week with me being in Iowa, and to Jeff Reedy for being on stand by for me!

In Other News:


My "Driver Profile" is now up on www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com.  Just click on the "Driver Profiles" button on the left-hand side and scroll down until you find me.

  
Congratulations once again to Cliff Howard for winning his 7th feature of the year!! The only question is, can he catch the 77t car for the championship?


Also congratulations to my cousin Peter and his new bride Kristy. Best of luck to both of you in your future together!


I am still sitting 7th in points, and gained a lot of points on the 01 car, who didn't show up. I also gained 6 points on the 52 car, which is right behind me in 8th.  My teammate Jim finally cracked the Top-10 and is now in 9th place, but is still quite a few points behind me.  If this little 305 engine can last just four more weeks, which it should as long as I take car of it, I should be able to hold onto the 7th spot, which would be awesome considering all the problems we have had again this year.

In Conclusion:


The 2002 season is starting to wind down as we only have 4 more points races on the schedule, plus a couple more none-points races that I may or may not run.  Part of me wants the season to get over with so I will be able to save up the money (instead of spending it every week on repairs and maintenance) and have the time to get my engine rebuilt.  I also am planning on building a whole new car for next year, and am anxious to get started on that.  2003 will be a whole new ballgame for us, and the days of the #91 not running up front will be over. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this Edition of the 91 Racing Newsletter.

Until Next Week,
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Nick Christian
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