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As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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Another "Race Day Photo" courtesy of C&D Web Creations


Welcome!

    
Welcome to Edition #32 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! This week started out looking really bad, but some hard work in the pits made it not too bad of a night. Here are all of the details.

Howard's to the Rescue:


I got the car down to Roger early in the week and they all went to work and got most of the damage from last week pretty much taken care of in one night.  We had to replace the front bumper and get the fenders straightened out to where we could get the hood to fit back on. It wasn't pretty, but at least it was race-able again. To my relief, the frame horn was not bent, and everything else seemed to be OK. Or so I thought……

More Problems:
   
Thanks to all the help from the Howard crew, I was finally had time to get some new rear springs installed on the car this past week. The springs that were on the rear were way too soft and caused the rear of the car to sit really low and made it hard to slide around the corners without spinning out.  These new springs were a lot stiffer and raised the rear end up a little bit.  I decided I would run hot laps this week to test out my new set up.  I could really tell the difference as the car didn't roll over as much and I felt really good in the corners.  Then suddenly I felt something under the car.  I had no idea what it was, but it was dragging something. I got into the pits and discovered some bad news.  The bracket that my radiator sits in had broken loose on one side!  The bracket was hanging down and had managed to poke a big pinhole in the very bottom of the radiator.  I wasn't too happy about this, as my night seemed to be over.

After the driver's meeting I went up to the stands and was talking with some friends and fans.  We sat up there for a while, and Mom joked that the Newsletter would be awfully short this week.   Then Jim came up and had an idea.  He thought that the hole in the radiator could be fixed with some epoxy, which I totally forgot that I had with me in the van! I hurried back down to the pits and got to work.  I got the radiator out and Cliff helped me epoxy the hole.  We had the welder come down and weld back in my bracket.  He got done doing this just before my heat race was getting ready to go out, and I didn't have time to get everything put back together and ended up missing my heat race.  This was OK though because I knew I'd have plenty of time to get ready for the feature!

Feature Time:

I actually had a great break as I started 4th out of 12 cars in the feature.  I knew I probably wouldn't stay there too long, and really just wanted to keep an eye on the temperature gauge in case I started losing water out of the radiator. The strategy was simple, survive!  The green flies and I quickly move up top to get out of everyone's way.  Most of the field gets past me by the end of lap 1.  I hold off a couple of cars for another lap, but then they get past me and I was all alone.  I was keeping a real close eye on the temperature gauge, almost too close.  On lap 3 a car in front of me lost one of his tires, and I had to quickly maneuver out of its way.  We take the green flag again and once again I am holding back and taking it easy.  My strategy started to pay off as a couple of laps later as another car dropped out. Now I knew I at least had a Top-10 finish!   This time when I pulled onto the straightaway, the car died on me.  I 



Hobo Results for 

August 3rd, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Greg Sullivan - 22

2nd Curtis Link - 64
Heat #2:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Willie Heinz -77t
Feature:

1st Clay Wisher - 8

2nd Cliff Howard - 77

3rd Willie Heinz -77t 

4th Josh Smith - 35

5th Durland Pople - 19

6th Rick Diegel - 711

7th Greg Sullivan - 22

8th Jim Jorgensen - 5J

9th Nick Christian - 91
10th Curtis Link - 64
2002 Hobo Points after Aug 3rd (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77t Willie Heinze  600

 2 77  Cliff Howard   576

 3 8   Eric Wisher    516

 4 22  Greg Sullivan  494

 5 35  Josh Smith     480

 6 19  Durland Pople  476

 7 91  Nick Christian 436

 8 01  Rick Diegel    426

 9 52  Don Entrekin   414

10 5D  Danny Glover   402

11 5J  Jim Jorgensen  390

12 47  Andy Yerbic    368

13 711 K Pritchard    354

14 99x Ron Egli       324

15 27  Lonnie Stone   312

16 55  F Heindrickson 240

17 99  Bill Wilhelm   204

18 6d  Jerry Deforest 180

19 17B Buddy Hopkins  132

20 18m Clay Murphy    126


had some smoke coming for under the hood, but my temperature gauge was only reading 220.  Luckily I got it fired back up and continued on.  We take the green again and I continue on with my strategy.  I really liked the feel of those new springs.  I could really tear into the corners hard and could get the back end to come around without spinning out. As has been the problem for a long time though, the straightaways just kill me with the stock gear I have in.  I continued to hang back, and on lap 12 a car blew his engine, moving me up to 9th! With only 3 laps to go, and my teammate Jim in front of me, I wanted to go a little bit harder and see if I couldn't pick up another spot.  The car was still running a little hot, so I decided not to throw the car down in to low gear.  If I would have done this, I may have been able to pick up another couple of spots, but there was no point to blowing an engine for an extra couple of points.  I did get a really good run on Jim on the last lap, but he took the checkered flag about a car length ahead of me.  My strategy did pay off as I finished the race and survived to take 9th.
Thanks:
 
As always, my 2002 Season Sponsors get a huge thank you; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations.


Thank you as always to the pit crew, Jim, Jody, Kim, and Ellen.  Also a HUGE thank you to Roger, Cliff, and everyone else who helped to get the car back together after last week's accident.  I couldn't do it without these guys helping me out every week. 

In Other News:

  
SpoonRiverSpeedway.com now has a "Driver's Profile" section.  My profile should be up in the next few days, so be sure to check it out as well as everything else that SpoonRiverSpeedway.com has to offer!

In Conclusion:


Luckily for me, the two cars that were starting to close in on me in points were two of the three that dropped out, so I actually gained 4 points on each of them.  The car ahead of me in points didn't show up, so I moved up to 7th in points this week! Persistence pays off again! That's another reason I didn't want to push the engine too hard.  All I have to do is keep showing up every week and a Top-10 finish in the final season points is sure to be mine.

Until Next Week,
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Nick Christian
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