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             http://www.geocities.com/DirtRacin91
           Edition #31

As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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Kim getting me all tucked in before Segment #1 this week.


Welcome!

    
Welcome to Edition #31 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! It was not a very good night for us this past Saturday.  Things went wrong from the start and just got worse as the night went on.  Here are the details.

Welcome to my nightmare:

We took my car to the track and unloaded it up top like we do every week, then we went back and loaded Jim’s car.  We got back to the track and I saw my car moving.  I wondered who was driving, and looked over and saw that Cliff had decided to take it for a little test drive.  We got to the pits and he said it was running really bad.  I knew this and was going to have him look at it for me when we got down there anyway.  We took off a valve cover and saw that I had some major problems.  I had a busted rocker arm on cylinder 5 and a bent push rod on cylinder 3. This was bad.  Luckily I had some extras at home, so I had to run back into town and get them.  By the time we got back and got it back together, I was too late for mud laps or even hot laps.  At least it was back together and seemed to be running OK. I’m sure glad Cliff decided to take the car down, otherwise I would have taken it out and probably blown the whole thing.  
Segment #1:

This week there was a different format to the races. It was called the USA Quick Draw 45, or in the case of the Hobos, the USA Quick Draw 21.  We would run 3 separate 7-lap segments, and each time the field would be inverted.  Points were awarded for where you finished in each segment.  After the 3rd segment, your points are all added up and the driver with the most points would be crowned the Quick Draw Champion.


I started 12th out of 15 cars in Segment #1.  I was really nervous about the engine holding together, so I decided just to run the car in drive and take it really easy until I could get myself to trust the engine again.  A couple of cars get together on the first lap and get towed off, so I moved up a couple of spots by default.  The green flies again and I am really taking it easy.  I was pretty much all by myself and finished the first segment in 9th.  The main thing was that the engine stayed together and I felt good enough to try to run it in 2nd gear for the next segment.
Segment #2:

I started 7th in Segment #2, and was hoping to do a little better this time around.  The green flies and we are off.  I hit the gas coming out of turn 4, and get hit from behind.  That got me pretty loose and I had to let off the gas to avoid the wall, which allowed several cars to go right under me.  I ran a little bit better than I did in the first segment, but even running in 2nd wasn’t doing very good. I knew if the engine survived this race, I would have to run in low gear in the third segment in order to do very good.  Again there wasn’t a whole lot of action or banging around in this one, but I did survive and ended up 11th.

Segment #3:

In the 3rd segment I finally had a pretty good starting spot, 3rd!  I had decided to run the car all the way down in low this time, as I have been the last several weeks.  The green flag drops and away we go!  I got a pretty good start and go into turn 1 hard, trying to get a run on the second place car.  Then the yellow comes out.  We get lined up and are off again.  Jim gets a good run on me in turn one, but I am able to get back past him in turn two.  Going into turn 3, the 17 car comes flying in underneath me and bank boards off of my left side.  This got me loose and he went under me.  Then I see the red light come on.  Everyone slammed on the brakes hard, and I ended up getting hit from behind.  That was OK though as everyone was checking up hard.   Two cars had gotten together pretty hard on the backstretch, but no one was hurt bad.  We sat there on the front stretch for a few minutes, then fired the engines back up and got in line again.  The green flies and we are finally off again.  Going into turn 1, the 17 car again dives down very hard and bounces off of me again.  This shoved me 

Hobo Results for 

July 27th, 2002
Segment #1:

1st Danny Glover - 5

2nd Cliff Howard - 77
Segment #2:

1st Bill Wilhelm - 99

2nd Cliff Howard - 77
Segment #3:

1st Willie Heinz -77t

2nd Danny Glover - 5
Overall:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Danny Glover - 5

3rd Bill Wilhelm - 99

4th Willie Heinz -77t 

5th Clay Wisher - 8

6th Greg Sullivan - 22

7th Don Entrekin - 52

8th Brent Hopkins - 17

9th Jim Jorgensen - 5J

10th Josh Smith - 35
2002 Hobo Points after July 27th (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77t Willie Heinze  554

 2 77  Cliff Howard   528

 3 8   Eric Wisher    466

 4 22  Greg Sullivan  456

 5 35  Josh Smith     436

 6 19  Durland Pople  434

 7 01  Rick Diegel    426

 8 91  Nick Christian 402

 9 52  Don Entrekin   384

10 5D  Danny Glover   372

11 47  Andy Yerbic    368

12 5J  Jim Jorgensen  354

13 99x Ron Egli       324

14 711 K Pritchard    314

15 27  Lonnie Stone   312

16 55  F Heindrickson 240

17 99  Bill Wilhelm   204

18 6d  Jerry Deforest 180

19 17B Buddy Hopkins  132

20 18m Clay Murphy    126

 up the hill a little bit, but I was OK.  I was coming out of turn 2, I was very high on the track.  Then, my right rear tire went over the lip of the track, and when that happened the car went sideways and back down onto the track head first.  I was running 4th at the time and I knew this one was going to hurt!  I saw a few streaks of cars go by, then the car came around the other way on me.  SLAM! A car got me right in the right side of the bumper.  I was OK, but I knew the car wasn’t.  I could barely keep it running, and I knew I had a flat.  I threw off my belts and helmet and got out to look at the damage.  It wasn’t as bad as I thought it was, but my bumper was being held on by one bolt, and my right front fender was pretty banged up (sorry Moshier’s Pool Supply!) as was my hood.  I was mainly worried about the radiator, but it survived.  Roger came and hooked me up and drug me to the pits.  We changed the tire and I wanted to go back out, but with my bumper hanging off, I couldn’t go back out, and my night was done.

Thanks:
 
As always a huge thank you to my 2002 Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. 


Thanks to the pit crew for this week, Jim, Kim, and Jody. Also a huge thanks to Cliff Howard for deciding to take my car down and catching my engine problem.  Otherwise, I may be done for the year right now.


The “Picture of the Week” is compliments of Conrad Johnson of C & D Web Creations.  Thanks for the great shot Conrad.  You can see this and other “Race Day Photos” from the races at: www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com.
In Other News:

I have gotten my hands on another Malibu that I am considering stripping out and making into a brand new car for next year.  It would be a lot of work, but my current car has gotten banged up quite a lot this year, and if that frame horn is bent, I may want a new car for next year.  I am looking into other options too, but need to keep in mind that most of my money this winter needs to go into the engine.  I really want to have an engine that will send me up front next year, and that’s what I will be concentrating on.

Congratulations again this week to Cliff Howard for winning the Point Draw 21! He’s closing in on that Championship again!

In Conclusion:

I have a lot of work to do this week to get the car going again. There doesn’t seem to be anything major wrong, but there is a possibility that the right frame horn got bent.   The car is really starting to look like a demo derby car now.  My new left rear quarter panel got crunched in a couple of different times, as did my left door.  Keeping the car looking good is important to me, but right now I am just hoping to make it through the end of the season.

I’m still sitting at the 8th position in season points.  9th and 10th are closing in a little bit, but hopefully I can hold them off and stay where I am for the rest of the year.  I’ll be happy just to stay in the Top-10.  

Until Next Week,
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Nick Christian
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