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             http://www.geocities.com/DirtRacin91
           Edition #29

As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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Another shot of the damage from a few weeks ago


Welcome!

    
Welcome to Edition #29 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! Once again I have some pretty good news to report.  Here are all of the details from this weekend’s action! 

Heat Race:


There were 6 cars scheduled to be in the 2nd Heat race, with me starting 3rd. One of the cars didn’t come out though so I started 2nd! This was good, but unfortunately, I knew it wouldn’t last because the other cars in the heat were all really good ones, including the points leader and Cliff in the #77.  I thought I would just put my laps in and let those guys battle it out and maybe one of them would spin out.  I really wanted to get through a heat race without spinning out, which I had done at least once the last three weeks. I’ve felt more like a baker than a racer with all of the donuts I’ve been making!  We ended up going all five laps without a yellow, and I cruised to a 5th place finish. It’s still so much fun just being out on the track, and I can never be disappointed when I leave the track in one piece.

Feature Time:

   
There were a few more cars that did not make it out for the feature, so I started 9th out of only 10 cars.  It wasn’t a very good starting spot once again, but with only 10 cars starting, I knew I would at least get a Top-10 and a few extra points! My goal was clear, stay out of trouble and don’t tear anything up!  The green flags flies and we are off!  Jim and Cliff started side by side on the 2nd row, and unfortunately they made a little contact as they passed the flagman.  I did not see what exactly started it, but I had a really close view of the ensuing wreck.   I saw Jim and Cliff both spin sideways.  Knowing there was no one behind me, I slammed on the brakes to make sure I didn’t get caught up in it all. Jim avoided the tires, but Cliff backed into them very hard.  I saw the whole car fly up in the air and I thought he might roll the car over, but luckily he didn’t.  As I continued down the backstretch, the red light was on, and I knew that wasn’t good news.  We all stopped in turn four as the ambulance hurried to the wreck.  I couldn’t tell who was hurt, but after a few minutes it looked like it was Cliff that was being attended to.  After what seemed like forever, they lined us back up again.  I flagged down one of the officials and he assured me that everyone was OK, which was a big relief to me.  We get lined back up and take the green flag.  I am running fairly safe, but soon see that Jim (who was able to continue) was getting closer and closer. So I decided to push a little harder to catch up to him and do some racing.  I was catching up, then on lap 3, I thought that I saw the flagman throwing the black flag to me. I couldn’t tell for sure, so I took another lap.  Sure enough, the black flag was for me, and I had to pull into the pits. I had no idea why I was sent in, but figured I must have been smoking or something.  I pulled into the pits and the crew was ready with the water bottle, but I didn’t need it.  The hood came off and I discovered that I had a valve cover gasket leaking, which caused oil to get on the headers and cause smoke.  This isn’t a big deal and is pretty easy to fix, so I wasn’t too upset.  Besides, I actually ended up 9th, another Top-10 finish for me!

Hobo Results for 

June 22nd, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Josh Smith - 35

2nd Greg Sullivan - 22
Heat #2:

1st Bill Wilhelm - 99

2nd Cliff Howard - 77
Heat #3:

1st Willie Heinz -77t

2nd Jim Jorgensen - 5J

Feature:

1st Clay Wisher - 8

2nd Willie Heinz -77t

3rd Rick Diegel - 01

4th Bill Wilhelm - 99

5th Josh Smith - 35

6th Greg Sullivan - 22

7th Durland Pople - 19

8th Jim Jorgensen - 5J

9th Nick Christian - 91
10th Cliff Howard - 77
2002 Hobo Points after July 6th (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77t Willie Heinze  462

 2 77  Cliff Howard   428

 3 22  Greg Sullivan  380

 4 8   Eric Wisher    380

 5 19  Durland Pople  372

 6 35  Josh Smith     362

 7 01  Rick Diegel    358

 8 91  Nick Christian 342

 9 47  Andy Yerbic    338

10 711 K Pritchard    314

11 27  Lonnie Stone   312

12 52  Don Entrekin   312

13 99x Ron Egli       294

14 5J  Jim Jorgensen  290

15 5D  Danny Glover   278

16 55  F Heindrickson 240

17 6d  Jerry Deforest 180

18 99  Bill Wilhelm   158

19 17B Buddy Hopkins   96

20 96  Kevin Janson    90


Thanks:
 
A huge thank you as always to my 2002 Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. 


Thank you as always to the pit crew for this week, Jim, Jody, Kim, Ellen, Mom, Sarah, Matt, Joe, and Leyona.  Again, there wasn’t a whole lot to do this week, but it is sure nice to have everyone down there to help cheer me on!
In Other News:

  
Unfortunately, Cliff’s car took a very hard shot, and needs a lot of work done to it just to make it race worthy.  This means that Roger (Cliff’s Dad) probably won’t have much time to work on my new motor, but that is completely understandable.  In the meantime, I think I will go ahead and move on getting my rear end installed and have that all set up for when the time comes that my motor can get done.  Really, I won’t be able to run up front until the new motor and rear end are both installed, so I will go ahead and get this step done within the next couple of weeks.


At half time, I went up and handed out a bunch of the 2002 Edition 91 Racing baseball cards (along with copies of the new Geppetto’s menu).  I had a stack of them about 5 inches high, and was afraid I would have way too many.  I think I had close to 100 of them.  I handed them out to just about all of the kids I could find, and by the time I was done, I was completely out and had people asking for more!  That was really great and it was fun to see all of the kids’ faces light up when I handed them out.  If you didn’t get one of them and would like one, just let me know and I can easily make up some more. Next year I’ll know to have more!

In Conclusion:


“Persistence pays” is a saying that I have always liked, and it couldn’t be more true.  The number of cars in the hobos has been dwindling down the last few weeks, which means that I am moving up in points.  Do you remember in one of my Newsletters when I said that the key to the points race is just showing up every week?  Well, that is definitely proving itself.  Top-10 finishes don’t hurt either!  My second consecutive and third Top-10 of the season moved me past a couple of cars that didn’t show up, and I am now sitting in 8th place in the 2002 Season Points! I just hope I can stay in the Top-10 for the rest of the year and continue to get more and more seat time. We’ll get the car where it needs to be eventually with a little more persistence. Hope to see you all at the races!

Until Next Week,
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Nick Christian
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