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As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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A picture from the 2001 Mid Season Championship race. This was my 2nd night of racing.


Welcome!

    Welcome to Edition #27 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! I’ll be covering a couple of different races in this edition, both last Saturday night and the big UMP Late Model show from Wednesday night that I ran in.  

Saturday Results:

This past Saturday was the Mid-Season Championship race.  It’s hard to believe that half of the season is gone already. It wasn’t too bad of a night, at least in comparison to the past few weeks. I did have one problem after hot laps.  I was smoking pretty bad.  Come to find that my fuel pump was leaking!  Luckily I had another one and Cliff and Jeff helped me get it changed right before my heat race.

Heat Race:

   I started 4th out of 6 cars in the 2nd Heat Race, right next to my teammate Jim in the 5J.  The green flies and we are off!  I tried going around the corners without lifting off of the gas a couple of times.  It worked once, but the second time I spun around and brought out a yellow. After the restart, we get a couple of laps in and I am running right behind Jim.  He goes into turn 1 hard and I take the high line.  Jim gets a little squirrelly and his car starts to spin around on him.  Then he hits a rut and all I see is his rear end go flying in the air.  I had to slam on my breaks and go off the top of the track to avoid him, another close call for me.  I’ve been having a lot of those lately.  After Jim got towed off (he had a flat tire), the green flies again. There wasn’t a whole lot else to report as my little 305 just doesn’t have much get up and go. One car dropped out and another spun out on the last lap, which allowed me to finish 3rd!  Playing the survival game worked out pretty good!

Feature Time:

   Since it was the Mid-Season Championship, we all lined up on the front stretch and were each introduced to the crowd.  This is always a fun experience and the 91 fans were pretty vocal!  Everyone gets strapped in and we get the 1, 2, 3, START YOUR ENGINES!! Our season points determined the feature line up, and with one car not showing up, I started 11th.   I really wanted to play the survival game again and just finish the feature.  I knew with my little motor that was about all that I could do.  The green flag flies and we are all off and running.  A couple of cars get around me quick and we go three wide down the front stretch.  I backed off a little in the corner to let them get past me.  There was no point in trying to hold them off.  I would just get ran over that way and get the car tore up again.  I go low into turn 3 on lap 2, and can see Jim right behind another car that has sparks flying out from under it.  I tried to get a little lower to give Jim room to come down, but when I did another car was underneath me and we almost hit.  I got a little squirrelly and Jim passed me, almost taking off my front bumper.  After a series of yellows, we finally get several laps of racing in.  I am racing a couple of cars, but then on lap 8 I suddenly got a real bad push in the car.  I thought I might have had a tire going down, but I didn’t.  I think I was just going in too hard.  On the last lap, Cliff comes around to lap me on his way to the checkered flag.  I was happy just to finish the race and not have anything to fix for Wednesday night! 

Wednesday Night:

   This show featured the big UMP Late Models, and it was an awesome show with some of the biggest names in Late Model racing there, including Billy Moyer, Scott Bloomquist, Shannon Babb, Kevin Weaver, and Bob Peirce, just to name a few. The hobos were one of the support classes, and I sure wasn’t going to miss a chance to do some racing!

Heat Race:

  I started 7th out of 7 cars in the heat race.  I didn’t last very long though as my right front tire went flat on me on the second lap and I had to pull in.  I’m not sure what happened, but when I looked at the tire I noticed my valve stem was gone.  My guess is that a chunk of mud hit it just right and knocked it out.  I got it changed and ready to go for the feature.

Hobo Results for 

June 22nd, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd  Lonnie Stone - 27
Heat #2:

1st Willie Heinz -77t

2nd Bill Wilhelm - 99
Heat #3:

1st John Farris - 90

2nd Kelly Pritchard - 711

Feature:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Willie Heinz -77t

3rd Rick Diegel - 01

4th Clay Wisher - 8

5th John Farris - 90

6th Kelly Pritchard - 711

7th Andy Yerbic - 47

8th Greg Sullivan - 22

9th Durland Pople - 19

10th Josh Smith – 35

Hobo Results for

July 3rd, 2002

Heat #1:

1st Bill Wilhelm - 99
Heat #2:

1st Steve Brandt Jr - 49

Feature:

1st Danny Glover - 5

2nd Cliff Howard - 77

3rd Willie Heinz -77t 

**Sorry, I don’t have the rest of Wednesday’s results**
2002 Hobo Points after July 3rd (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77  Cliff Howard   396

 2 77t Willie Heinze  382

 3 711 K Pritchard    314

 4 27  Lonnie Stone   312

 5 22  Greg Sullivan  296

 6 19  Durland Pople  288

 7 52  Don Entrekin   282

 8 8   Eric Wisher    280

 9 47  Andy Yerbic    278

10 35  Josh Smith     272

11 01  Rick Diegel    272

12 91  Nick Christian 266

13 99x Ron Egli       258

14 5D  Danny Glover   248

15 5J  Jim Jorgensen  224

16 55  F Heindrickson 210

17 6d  Jerry Deforest 180

18 99  Bill Wilhelm   114

19 96  Kevin Janson    90

20 m18 Clay Murphy     86
Feature Time:

  Once again I started at the back of the pack, 13th position.  That was OK though because once again, with this small engine I am just out there trying to finish races. There was a series of yellows to start the race, but we finally got a few laps in.  I was hanging out in the back, but with the car down in low gear, I wasn’t doing too bad and was racing a couple of other cars. I come around turn one around lap 5, and sitting in the middle of 2 there is a car sitting in the middle of the track that had spun around.  I almost hit him head on, but got on the brakes and went high fast enough to avoid him. Another close call!  The rest of the race I spent racing the 52 and 27, who had a real bad push which was letting me run the low line and get under him.  I never could fully make the pass on him though, as he would beat me down the straight-aways. I cross the finish line in 11th position. Once again I was happy just to be in one piece!  

Thanks:
 Huge thanks as always to my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. Thanks also as always to the Pit Crew who always does a great job; Dad, Kim, Jim, Joe, and practically part of my pit crew, Roger, Jeff and Cliff from the 77 team.  Thanks to everyone in the stands yelling for me on Saturday!

In Other News:

  The in car pictures I took a while back are now on the photos page of the website, so be sure to check them out! Don’t forget to sign the guest book while you are there!

 Big congratulations to Cliff Howard on winning the Mid-Season Championship race!

In Conclusion:

  Another non-Top 10 on Saturday dropped me to 13th in points.  With some cars not showing up on Wednesday night though, I moved back up to 12th (you earn 20 points for showing up at these special shows). I also moved a little closer to some of the other cars that didn’t show up, so hopefully once I get my good engine in I can catch up to some of them and get back into the Top 10.  

   The work on my good engine has gotten started and hopefully in a few weeks I will be able to get everything I need bought and Roger will have it all put together for me. There are still a lot of decisions that need to be made on what exactly I want to do with the engine. I know I’ll have one heck of a good one though once I get done.  If I can then finally get my rear end and gear in, the car will be where it needs to be and then I’ll be ready to start running up front. Add in some seat time with the new engine and rear end, and I’ll be ready to start winning some races!

Until Next Week,


Nick Christian
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