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            Edition #26

As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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Another view from the driver’s seat during mud laps.


Welcome!

    Welcome to Edition #26 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! Yet more bad news again this week.  Not as bad as last week’s news, but we have another long week ahead of us.

Switching to Engine #4:

   We spent every night until dark last week getting my 350 out and the 305 put in the car.  Thursday night we actually got the engine to fire up.  I almost had a heart attack at first because when it fired, there was a ton of smoke everywhere.  Then I remember that I had squirted oil into the cylinders to lube the seals, and that was where the smoke was coming from.  That was an anxious couple of minutes though!  Friday night we had everything pretty much done and I ran the car for a few minutes. It sounded pretty good considering it had sat for almost 8 years. A huge thank you to everyone who helped out on changing the engine this week, Jim, Kim, Jody, Matt, and Cliff.  I sure couldn’t have done this all by myself.

   I got everything finished up Saturday morning and we were once again able to get to the track pretty early, but not before Roger came to my rescue once again as I almost drove the car off of the trailer while loading it!  I had gotten some mud on my tires and the backend slide right off when I was going up the ramps.  

Heat Race:

   I started 2nd out of 6 cars in the 2nd Heat race.  I didn’t want to push the engine very hard until it got broke in a bit, so I ran the race in drive, as opposed to 2nd gear like I usually run.  The green flies and I try to stay out of everyone’s way. I really kind of wanted to be by myself so I could see what I had with this engine.  Most of the cars get a good lead, but there is one car not too far ahead, so I decided to go for it. I dropped the car down into 2nd and dove hard into turn 3.  I am door-to-door with the car and luckily I didn’t get into him.  Then we had a yellow flag for someone spinning, so we had to go back to the last lap.  I didn’t get a very good restart, and with only one lap to go I couldn’t get around that car again, so I finished 5th (One car dropped out).  I wasn’t too disappointed because I knew all I was doing was breaking in the engine and getting used to what I could do with it.  Come feature time though, I was going to push it a little harder.

Feature Time:

   My bad starting spot luck came back again as I started 17th out of 19 cars.  I was ready to push the engine a little harder this time.  The green flies and we are off!  There was a real nice grove at the top of the track, so I ran that line and it was working pretty good for me. It let me stay on the throttle a little longer and get back on it a little sooner, which was good since I didn’t have a lot of power.  I wasn’t able to pass many cars, but they weren’t walking away from me either like I was afraid they would with this little stock 305 engine.  While completing the first lap, I see Jim get tangled up with a couple of other cars on the front stretch and they all go into the tires hard.  Jim got his rear bumper ripped off in the process and tried to come back out after changing a tire, but they wouldn’t let him back out without his bumper.  After they cleaned up that mess, we were off again.  We got a couple of laps in, then another accident happens on the front stretch, which causes everyone to hit the brakes.  I got hit from behind pretty hard in the process, but everything was OK.  We are off one more time, but after 1 lap a car blows his motor, bringing out another yellow.  By this time we have 3 laps scored, but with all of the yellows and cars dropping out, I was actually running in 8th!  We get lined up one more time and the green flies.  We 


Hobo Results for 

June 22nd, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Don Entrekin - 52

2nd  ?? Sorry, lost the results
Heat #2:

1st ?? Sorry, lost the results
2nd ?? Sorry, lost the results
Heat #3:

1st Cliff Howard -77

2nd ?? Sorry, lost the results
Feature:

1st Clay Wisher - 8

2nd Cliff Howard - 77

3rd Willie Heinz -77t

4th Josh Smith - 35

5th Greg Sullivan - 22

6th Durland Pople - 19

7th Don Entrekin - 52

8th Kelly Pritchard - 711

9th Rick Diegel - 01

10th Ron Egli - 99x
2002 Hobo Points after June 22nd (Top 20- unofficial)
Pos #  Driver      Points

 1 77  Cliff Howard   326

 2 77t Willie Heinze  314

 3 711 K Pritchard    274

 4 27  Lonnie Stone   262

 5 22  Greg Sullivan  260

 6 47  Andy Yerbic    240

 7 19  Durland Pople  234

 8 52  Don Entrekin   232

 9 5D  Danny Glover   228

10 99x Ron Egli       228

11 35  Josh Smith     220

12 91  Nick Christian 216

13 8   Eric Wisher    216

14 01  Rick Diegel    206

15 5J  Jim Jorgensen  194

16 55  F Heindrickson 180

17 6d  Jerry Deforest 150

18 96  Kevin Janson    90

19 m18 Clay Murphy     86

20 02  E Whittington   74
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actually get a few laps in this time, which gave a few cars a chance to get around me.  I go into turn 1 high, and a car closer to the front spins out right in the middle of turn 2.  Everyone slams on the brakes and tries to avoid him.  I almost slammed into the car in front of me, and once I didn’t, I relaxed for a second, thankful that I had escaped once again.  Then all of a sudden, SLAM!  A car running behind me that had no where to go and couldn’t get slowed down hits me HARD in the left rear quarter panel.  I was OK, but I knew right away that he had flatten my left rear tire.  The car was all over the place and I couldn’t keep it straight.  I even came down and hit the car again on accident.  I pulled into the pits and the pit crew went to work.  Unfortunately, they could not get the car jacked up high enough to get the tire off, and my night was over early once again. I got out of the car and took a look at the damage.  It was pretty bad.  The whole left quarter panel was ripped up, not bent, but ripped. The impact crunched my door and front quarter panel too. Fortunately there didn’t appear to be any damage to the rear end, springs, or shocks.  The damage was for the most part cosmetic.   It still is pretty bad, and by far the worst wreck I have been in so far.  I am going to have to replace the rear quarter panel for sure and probably the door too.  Luckily I got some extra body parts with the car when I bought it, so we will be OK there.    
Thanks:
 Thank you as always to my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, and C&D Web Creations. I am happy to say that of all of the sponsors, only Don’s Painting got tore up on the car, but maybe that will provide some motivation to getting it fixed since that is my Dad’s sponsor and he is also my paint and lettering guy!  

   Thank you so much again to everyone who helped out getting the new engine in last week, Jim, Jody, Kim, Matt, and Cliff.  Thanks to Dad for letting me borrow his engine for a few weeks and for taping the races again.  Also thanks as always to the pit crew, Jim, Dad, Kim, Ellen, Joe, and Leyona.

In Other News:

   There is a big Late Model race on Wednesday, July 3rd.  Some of the biggest names in Late Model racing will be there, which makes this always an awesome show! The hobos will be running that night, and I fully plan on being there. The next day is Independence Day, and I know a lot of you will have the day off, so come on out for a great show!

In Conclusion:

   I think this 305 engine is going to be OK. I may go ahead and put my good intake and carburetor on it this week to see if it helps any. I am going to be a little slower for a while since this is a smaller motor, but once Roger gets my 355 rebuilt, I'll be much better off than I was before! After that if I can finally get my rear end and gear in, I’ll be running right up there! This all is just going to take time, and I have to keep in mind that I have really only been doing this for a year now, and that Rome was not built in a day.

  Every week it seems that I will be running good, then suddenly something goes wrong.  Without the bad luck, I could have had several Top 10 finishes by now.  As it is, I only have one Top 10 and am now tied for 12th in points.  All I have to do is take care of this 305 for a few weeks, then we’ll be movin’ on up!

Until Next Week,


Nick Christian
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