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As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031
Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240
Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113
Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035
Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141
Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton
647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268
“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         

Picture of the Week:
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The #91 coming out of Turn 4


Welcome!

 
Welcome to Edition #23 of the 91 Racing Newsletter!  This week brings some good news, some almost fabulous news, and some bad, but not terrible news. Read on for all of the details!

Heat Race:

Remember last week when I said that I haven’t had any luck with starting positions?  Well, this week was much better as I started on the pole in the first Heat race, also known as the trophy dash. I was really excited because I knew that the other 4 cars in the race were all “B-list” cars that I had been racing hard with so far this year.  I was feeling really confident that I could actually win this race.  I lead the field down the backstretch and hit the gas when I see the green!  The #35 car, which started 2nd, is right behind me, followed by the 6D car, which started 5th.  Coming out of turn 4 on the first lap, my foot slips off the gas and the #35 passes me on the high side. The 6D also gets under me on the front stretch and passes me going into turn 1.  The 6D manages to get around the #35 for the lead, and I am quickly catching back up to him as well.  On lap 3 I dive down hard into turn 1 and get underneath the #35.  Since I went in so hard, I pushed up the track some and almost get into him.  Now I am running 2nd with two laps to go.  I am pushing hard, but also trying to be patient.  The 6D had broken out to a bit of a lead while the #35 and I were battling.  White flag lap now and I am still holding on to the 2nd spot.  Going into turn three, I see a driveshaft sitting in the corner.  I knew it had to be from the #6D! I hit the gas hard to try and catch him at the checkered flag, but he coasted across the finish line ahead of me! I was really happy to finish 2nd, but man what luck!  If he had only dropped his driveshaft a little sooner, or if we had one more lap, I would have won the race! Oh well, there will be a next time!

Feature Time:

Once again I have good luck with my starting spot in the feature.  So far this year my best starting spot had been 11th.  This night though I started 4th out of 15 hobos, though 2 cars did not make it out for the feature. I knew with the tight points race, this was a real opportunity for me to move up a few spots in points.  After the parade lap we all bunch up, anticipating the green flag.  I am lined up right behind the #77 of Cliff Howard, who is on the outside pole.  The green flies and we are off!  As soon as Cliff hit the gas, his car went sideways and I almost got into him. We go down into turn one and I am door to door with the #35 once again.  I get a little lose coming out of two, which allows a couple of cars to get beside me.  We go three wide into turn 3, with me playing the role of the cream filling between the Oreo cookies! The car underneath me gets into my rear fender and spins out, bringing out a yellow.  It was partially my fault because I moved down a little bit when I saw the other car up high on me. We lined up in our original starting positions again and are off.  This time I get a real good jump and am running 2nd coming out of turn 2.  A couple of the “A-list” cars get under me on the backstretch, but going into 3 I get a run on them.  Unfortunately, like always they get right back past me on the front stretch. I just do not have enough gear to pull me down the straight-aways.  It is lap 3 now and I am running in 4th, but unfortunately I start to feel some water spraying on me.  I looked down and my temperature gauge was reading about 230 Degrees!  I slowed way down 



Hobo Results for 

June 1st, 2002
Heat #1:

1st Jerry DeForrest – 6D

2nd Nick Christian - 91
Heat #2:

1st Danny Glover - 5

2nd Lonnie Stone - 27
Heat #3:

1st Willie Heinz -77t

2nd Cliff Howard - 77
Feature:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Willie Heinz -77t

3rd Kelley Pritchard - 711

4th Lonnie Stone - 27

5th Greg Sullivan - 22

6th Ron Egli - 99x

7th Durland Pople - 19

8th Danny Glover - 5

9th Josh Smith - 35

10th Andy Yerbic - 47
2002 Hobo Points
Pos #  Driver      Points

1  711 K Pritchard    
188

2  77t Willie Heinze  
188

3  77  Cliff Howard   
180

4  22  Greg Sullivan
152

5  47  Andy Yerbic
150

6  27  Lonnie Stone
148

7  52 Don Entreyin
132

8  99x Ron Egli  
132

9  19  Durland Pople
130

10 91  Nick Christian
126

11 55  F Heindrickson
120

12 5D  Danny Glover
106

13 01 Rick Diegel
104

14 5J  Jim Jorgensen
94

15 35  Josh Smith
94

16 6d  Jerry Deforest
90

17 m18 Clay Murphy
86

18 8   Eric Wisher
78

19 02  E Whittington
74

20 96  Kevin Janson
60

21 55  Craig Hoffman  
44

22 99  Bill Wilhelm   
34

23 10  Kevin Lane     
30

24 R22 Rudy Oelberg
30

25 27  Don Bruce      
30

26 B17 Buddy Hopkins  
30



to let everyone get safely by me, and pulled into the pits on lap 4. I could hardly see a thing as smoke was just pouring out from under my hood, courtesy of the water spewing from my radiator getting onto the engine.  My temperature was now reading 240, which is awfully close to being TOO hot. We took off the hood and found that both my power steering and water pump belts had flown off, so I had no cooling system working at all. I think my power steering belt probably came loose and knocked off the water pump belt, but who knows. I was awfully disappointed because I knew that I had a great chance to pick up some valuable points. 
 Thanks:
  
 Thank you as always to each of my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, and C&D Web Creations. Thank you as always to the pit crew once again; Dad, Jim, Jody, and Kim.  This week we also had Kim’s cousin Leyona and her husband Joe down in the pits with us, and I liked to thank them for their help.  Joe actually bought a stock car this weekend, so it looks like next year we will have a 3-car team!  Thanks to everyone who came out and cheered me on. I love looking up in the stands in turn 1 and seeing all of you waving and cheering for me!

In Other News:

 
I want to congratulate Cliff Howard for winning his second feature in a row this week!  I forgot to mention his win last week.  Cliff and the whole #77 crew help Jim and myself out quite a bit, so I was really happy to see Cliff win.  

The article that has an interview with me that I mentioned last week is now available at SpoonRiverSpeedway.com.  Just click on “The Spoon Review” and then click on the May 25th edition.  My interview is at the bottom of the article.  There is also a picture of my car located in the “Fan Photos” section. 

In Conclusion:
 
My bad luck in the feature dropped me down a notch to 10th in points.  Eighth place is only 6 points away, so you can see how I felt like I blew a golden opportunity to move up in points this week.  I was glad that my engine didn’t get TOO hot, and it started right up a little later on, so I don’t think I hurt it any. I’m definitely going to have to make sure I get this problem solved this week though.

The #91 is starting to look more and more like a true stock with every passing week, as I have two more dents to bang out this week.  The only fender that is still pretty is the right front!  That’s all part of racing though.  I am really starting to get comfortable out on the track.  I am really tearing into turn 3 and coming out of 4 well.  Turn 2 I am still having problems with as I keep pushing in that corner, allowing cars to get under me. That will be solved with more and more seat time, but I really do feel like I am getting better with each passing week. This still is a learning year.  Hopefully I will get a good draw again soon and be able to win a heat race! I’ll see you at the races!
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Until next time,


Nick Christian
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