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            Edition #20

As always…a huge THANK YOU to my 2002 SPONSORS!  Please get out and patronize these fine businesses!

Don’s Painting and Wallpapering
647-8235

“Quality Work, Done the Professional Way”

Mr. Sweeper

102 S Main St, Canton

647-3031

Vacuum Cleaner Parts, Sales, and Service

Geppetto’s Pizza

47 S Main St, Canton

649-0240

Home of Fulton County’s One and Only Stuffed Pizza!

Moshier’s

 Pool Supply

1030 W Locust, Canton

647-4113

Quality Pool Supplies

Canton Auto Sales

456 E Elm St, Canton

647-3035

Need a Car? Come See Us!

Sherwin-Williams

411 N Main, Canton

647-4141

Ask How, Ask Now, Ask Sherwin Williams!

Howard’s Auto 

Salvage & Sons

840 Grant Pl, Canton

647-4549

 Ask for “Ram Jet”

C & D’s

Web Creations

633-2268

“Call 633-2268 for your piece of the web!”                         


Welcome!

   Welcome to Edition #20 of the 91 Racing Newsletter! Well, the only thing that has been able to slow the #91 down so far this year has been Mother Nature.  Play Day on the 21st was rained out, as was the season opener on the 27th.  It was tough not racing these two days since they are the dates I have been counting down to since the end of last year.  The good news is that we had gorgeous weather this past weekend and the 2002 season finally got under way!
What’s been going on:

   Before I go into this week's results, I'll share little news with you. First of all, the website is still going strong. I have well over 300 hits now and almost 30 people have signed the guest book!  With the season now underway, those numbers are bound to keep climbing. Be sure to check back every week for results and new pictures. I still am planning on having a slide show of a lap around Spoon River Speedway from the driver’s seat of the #91. Make sure to check back for that in the next few weeks! Special thanks as always to Conrad Johnson of C & D Web Creations for doing such a great job with the website!
   In other news, I finally have my own trailer.  It needed a little work done to get it going, and still needs a few upgrades, but it is going to work out great. I was not planning on finding my own trailer until next season, but just like the van, I got a heck of a deal on it and couldn't pass it up.  It will be really nice to have my own trailer and not have to bother Mike McClasky every week to borrow his. Without Mike, I would not have had a way down to the track last year, so I really do appreciate the use of his trailer, but having my own trailer to go along with the van sure will be great to have this year. Things are really starting to come together for this race team! 

   The only downside with buying this trailer is that it is probably going to push back getting my rear end and racing gear installed.  That is the next big upgrade I have planned, and hopefully I can get that done about half way through the season. I have done several little improvements this year, but the rear end will be the next thing I do that will really help get the #91 closer to the front. It's just all going to take time, and of course money! I just have to keep in mind that Rome was not built in a day. OK, now on to this weekend's action!
Back to the Track:

  
We got loaded up and down to the track fairly early. After mud laps it was time for Hot Laps (a short set of practice laps for those of you not familiar).  I was trying to get a good feel for the car and the track again after the long winter.  Things went pretty good, but on the next to last lap, I lost my power steering.  It was tough having to wrestle the car around without the power steering.  I even got a little loose in turn one and got my left rear quarter panel crunched in by a car on the inside of me, but it’s nothing that a hammer can’t fix.  I tried to pull into my pit, but without the power steering, it was tough.  I looked down and noticed that my water temperature was at about 250 Degrees, not good!  We took the hood off and found out why I was getting hot.  My power steering belt had come off, which is the same belt that turns the fan and water pump, so my cooling system was basically not working for a couple of laps.  Everything seemed OK though, and Dad and I got the belts back on.

Heat Race:

   I started 5th out of 6 cars in the second heat race.  This was a fun race as myself and the 55 car traded positions a couple of different times.  The other cars were a little a head of us, but we battled hard.  Coming out of turn two, I passed him on the high side and lead him coming out of turn four. I got loose in turn two and he went back under me, then a 


Hobo Results for 

May 4th, 2002 (unofficial)
Heat #1:

1st Kelly Pritchard - 711

2nd Greg Sullivan - 22
Heat #2:

1st Kevin Lane - 10

2nd Bill Wilhelm - 99
Heat #3:

1st Cliff Howard - 77

2nd Rick Diegel - 01
Feature:

1st Clayton Murphey - m18

2nd Kelley Pritchard - 711

3rd Willie Heinz - 77t

4th Eric Whittington - 02

5th Greg Sullivan - 22

6th Andy Yerbic - 47

7th Cliff Howard - 77

8th Rick Diegel - 01

9th Bill Wilhelm - 99

10th Durland Pople - 19
2002 Hobo Points (unofficial)
   #   Driver      Points

1  18m Clay Murhphy   50

2  711 K Pritchard    48

3  77t Willie Heinze  46

4  02  E Whittington  44

5  22  Greg Sullivan  42

6  47  Andy Yerbic    40

7  77  Cliff Howard   38

8  01  Rick Diegel    36

9  99  Bill Wilhelm   34

10 19  Durland Pople  32

11 91  Nick Christian 30

11 6d  Jerry Deforest 30

11 52  Don Entreyin   30

11 27  Loney Stone    30

11 10  Kevin Lane     30  

11 55  F Heindrickson 30

11 99x Ron Egli       30

Pictures of the Week:
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A couple of more shots featuring the 2002 paint job.



yellow came out.  Unfortunately the 55 car went into the pits during the yellow. I talked to him later and he said his tranny just went out on him. With only one lap to go in the heat, I cruised to a 4th place finish.  I was mainly glad that my power steering belt stayed on and that I didn't overheat at all.   

Feature Time:

   For the first feature of 2002, I started 11th out of 15 cars. Things were pretty bunched up at the beginning.  On lap one, I went low and there were several cars up above me.  I saw what I thought was going to be an accident and let off the gas.  The cars all got straightened out though and we all went on.  I should have stayed in the gas and I would have gone by probably 3 or 4 cars.  Things get thinned out a little in a few laps, but I am still racing several cars hard.  On lap 6, I decide to go high into turn 3.  I pushed in the middle of the corner and started to lose the rear end.  I overcorrected and spun out, going over the top of turn four.   No big deal, but I did bring out a yellow.  So I started in the back of the field when the green flew again.  I get past a couple of cars and am closing in on a couple more, but I can feel that something isn’t right.  I am getting really loose in the corners and thought that I probably had a flat tire.  A yellow came out for a wreck on lap 9, and the officials let me know that I indeed did have a right rear flat tire.  I pulled into the pits to get the tire changed, but some haulers trying to leave had my pit blocked.  It would have been hard to get it changed and gotten back out there anyway, so my night was over.  I’m not sure where I finished for sure as a few cars had dropped out, but after 10th place, everyone gets 30 points anyway, so it doesn’t really matter.  Not a bad night for me though.  I was running with the pack and was right in the middle of the “B-List” cars.  We still aren’t going to have anything to run up front this year, but if I have a group of cars I can run with every week and have some fun doing it, that will be fine with me.
Thanks:
   As always, an enormous thank you to all of my 2002 Season Sponsors; Don’s Painting and Wallpapering, Mr. Sweeper, Geppetto’s Pizza, Canton Auto Sales, Moshier’s Pool Supply, Sherwin-Williams Paints, Howard’s and Sons’ Auto Salvage, and C&D Web Creations. You all are great sponsors and I am proud to have each of you on board for 2002, and hopefully in the years to come.  All of my fans please get out and patronize all of these terrific businesses and tell them I sent you!

   Also a big thank you to my Dad Don and wife Kim, who were the pit crew this week.  Thanks also to my buddy Jim for his help during the week.  Jim hopes to have his car back out there by next week.  I can’t wait to trade some paint with you buddy! I also want to thank my Mom for video taping the races for me.  Having the races on video really helps me see what I am doing good or bad, and helps me a lot in writing these newsletters since it is hard to keep track of what all goes on out there.


In Conclusion:

   What a thrill it was to finally get back into the driver’s seat after a long winter and two rainouts!  I can tell that I still have the same problem as last year; I am good in the corners, but just don’t have enough gear to pull me down the straight-aways.  Hopefully when I can get my rear end and gear in this will change.  With this and some more seat time, we’re sure to be running closer to the front! I currently sit tied for 11th in points, but hopefully with some consistent finishes and getting out there every week, we can break the Top 5.  It was nice to have so many cars out there this year (17), we will have to wait and see if they all continue to show up.

   Be sure to check out www.SpoonRiverSpeedway.com to keep track of all of the racing action during 2002!

   The forecast has a lot of rain in it this week, but I hope it can hold off for next Saturday! See you then! 
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Until next time,


Nick Christian
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